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Photos of this year’s
4-H Livestock Exhibition
and Sale..............

 According to the Clearwater 
County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO), at 
about 3:45 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
16, CCSO responded to a report 
of a wildland fire near mile mark-
er 2 on Upper Fords Creek Road. 
It was determined that the fire was 
due to a vehicle accident. The sole 
occupant of the vehicle, Mason 
Patten Teel, 20, of Orofino, was 
pronounced deceased on scene, 
according to the report. 
 Clearwater-Potlatch Timber 
Protective Association, Orofino 
Fire and Upper Fords Creek Fire 
responded to the area. Two heli-
copters were designated to assist 
in fighting the fire. It was con-
tained to approximately six acres, 
CCSO said. Upper Fords Creek 
Road was closed for approximate-
ly two hours.

Upper Fords Creek 

fatal vehicle crash 

starts wildland fire

By Elizabeth Morgan
 In lieu of a speaker an open fo-
rum evolved at the Sept. 2 Cham-
ber of Commerce meeting, Paul 
Pence, Natural Resource Manager 
at Dworshak Reservoir, provided 
an update as folks from all over 
the country flee to Idaho from 
Covid, bringing record numbers 
of visitors to Dworshak Reservoir.
 “The Corps had closed the boat 
ramp for four weekends in a row, 
they were that full. People had 
to wait for others to leave before 
others were let in. Every day is 
like a weekend and every week-
end, like the Fourth of July,” said 
Pence. “We’ve been full since the 
last week of June, with 500 to 600 
people on the weekends.”
 Pence shared that more boaters 
are discovering the docks and lov-
ing them. “We have a pump and 
fire hose in our boat and the park 
rangers hose off the docks every 
Friday morning.
 “We were recently awarded a 
grant to expand the destination 
dock at Drift Creek. The plan is 
to construct three or four fingers 
off of two sides to accommodate 
more boats.”
 Other news from Pence includ-
ed the conclusion of a very suc-
cessful Youth Conservation Corps 
this year accomplishing numer-
ous projects around the reservoir. 
“They were excellent kids and we 
really appreciate their help.”

Erin Rodgers
4-H/Youth Program Manager
UI Extension Clearwater County
 The Clearwater County 4-H 
Livestock Exhibition and Sale 
was a huge success thanks to our 
Clearwater County communities!  
Our program is thriving and we 
owe it all to the support of our 
volunteers, 4-H families and area 
businesses and residents.  There 
were 61 market animals and ap-
proximately 120 other 4-H proj-
ects judged this year.  We are so 
proud of our members who perse-
vered during this challenging year.  

Special thanks to the
 following for helping at our 

modified county fair:
 Clearwater County Commis-
sioners; Clearwater County Fair-
board; The City of Orofino; OCI; 
The Orofino Fire Department; 
KLER & Jeff Jones; Clearwater 

The Clearwater County 4-H 
Livestock Exhibition and 

Sale - a huge success
Tribune; Frontier/Ziply Fiber; 
Steelman & Duff; Artistic Cre-
ations - Hugh Miller; Sleepy Hol-
low Farm; Fury Concrete - Josh 
Steiner; Clearwater County 
Search & Rescue  and Clearwater 
Valley Veterinary 
 4-H is America’s largest youth 
development organization, em-
powering nearly six million young 
people with the skills to lead for 
a lifetime. There are hands-on, 
learn-by-doing, opportunities for 
everyone. Our new 4-H year starts 
Oct. 1.  
 Please contact Clearwater 
County 4-H at 208-476-8964 if 
you would like to join.  We are 
always looking for volunteers to 
lead projects – please contact us if 
you would like to share your skills 
with our future leaders!
 (See the photo collage on page 
16A of this week’s issue.)

Unprecedented numbers 
flock to Dworshak

Reservoir this summer
 In her report, Jordyn Howell, 
Executive Director for the Cham-
ber, noted that she had seen a big 
drop in the number of requests 
for relocation packets recently, “A 
major factor being the communi-
ty has experienced a shortage of 
available housing.  Houses are on 
the market for approximately two 
days before they sell. Rentals go 
even faster. Folks  have called in 
to reserve available rentals sight 
unseen.”
 A very successful golf tourna-
ment was held the beginning of 
August and the Chamber has de-
cided to make it an annual event!
 Howell also mentioned the gor-
geous flower baskets that Cathie 
Moser put together for Johnson 
Avenue. They are really blooming, 
thanks to the volunteers who go 
around in the mornings and eve-
nings every day to water them. 
So if you see them out giving the 
baskets a drink, be sure to thank 
them!
 Speaking on behalf of Chris St. 
Germaine for the Economic De-
velopment report, Ryan Smathers 
confirmed  a bit of good news 
for the community in the recent 
CARES Act awards to Weippe, 
($1.3 million) Orofino ($1.1 mil-
lion) and Elk River ($400,000) for 
Broadband fiber optic lines. To 
date, St. Germaine has brought 
$17 million to Clearwater County 
in various grant opportunities.
 The next Chamber meeting will 
be held Oct. 7, in the back con-
ference room of the Ponderosa 
Restaurant at 12 noon.

DMV Office closed
 this Wednesday

 The DMV Office, located at 
2200 Michigan Avenue, will be 
closed this Wednesday, Sept.23, 
for training on the ITD system.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Fire Chief Jon Hoyt, for Orofino 
Fire Department (OFD) described 
the last time the department’s 
brush truck responded to a call 
during the Whitetail Loop Fire. 
With assistance, the 1987 Chevy 
3500 truck made it back into 
town, but was promptly parked 
at Station 3, and officially retired 
at the special called City Council 
meeting Sept.15.
 Hoyt has addressed the need for 
updating the department’s equip-
ment to the Council as much of 
the equipment and vehicles have 
served long past their recom-
mended 20 years life expectancy 
for firefighting equipment to be in 

Fire department retires 33 year old Brush 

Truck #56, looks for replacement in 2021
compliance with the NFPA Stan-
dards. (These are the standards 
to specify requirements for the or-
ganization and deployment of fire 
suppression operations, emergen-
cy medical operations, and special 
operations to the public by volun-
teer and combination fire depart-
ments to protect citizens and the 
occupational safety and health of 
fire department employees.)
 Hoyt explained that the brush 
truck is primarily used in rural 
areas as many roads are steep and 
narrow and will not accommodate 
the size or weight of a structure 
engine to access the fire. The city 
owns two brush trucks and typi-
cally sends both to wildfires. Giv-
en the last trip, Hoyt voiced his 
unwillingness to send his firefight-
ers out in a rig that is unreliable.
 As fires burned in every di-
rection of Orofino, and one less 
brush truck, City Administrator 
Ryan Smathers and Treasurer 
Donna Larson search nationwide 
on the internet and came up with 
three possible options for replace-
ments. The pros and cons of each 
vehicle were noted and discussed. 
One vehicle was located in New 
York, another in North Carolina, 
adding the cost of bringing the ve-
hicle here, one of the vehicles was 

already eight years old, 
 Councilman Jon Isbelle asked 
how soon the replacement was 
needed. If the city could get by 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino Planning and Zoning 
(P&Z) Commissioners met for 
their regularly scheduled meeting 
Sept. 15.

Public hearings
 The City of Orofino Planning 
and Zoning Commission, as rec-
ommending board, made a rec-
ommendation to approve the fol-
lowing Action Items:
 Application (509 Bartlett Street 
Hunt) is a Special Use request by 
Andrew Hunt to operate a light 
manufactured business within the 

Orofino P&Z approves
 anodizing business request

R-2 Single-Family Dwelling Dis-
trict.  This type of request is re-
quired to be a Special Use per City 
Code of Orofino Title 11 Chapter 2 
Section 4-C.
 The property is located at 509 
Bartlett Street, Orofino, Section 6, 
Township 36N, Range 1E, Orofi-
no and zoned R-2 Single-Family 
Dwelling District.
 Speaking on Andrew Hunt’s 
behalf was Mike Martin, Super-
visor for the City’s Water/Waste-
water plant, who incidentally has 
monitored the industrial waste of 

the company since the facility be-
gan on Carney Drive a year and a 
half ago. Hunt runs an anodizing 
business. Anodizing is an electro-
chemical process that converts 
the metal surface into a decora-
tive, durable, corrosion-resistant, 
anodic oxide finish.
 Martin was prepared to answer 
questions about the small amount 
of industrial waste generated by 
the facility, as it had been a factor 
in Hunt’s initial application for the 

(See..........Orofino P&Z

pg 10A)

Wednesday
Patchy fog before 10 a.m. Other-

wise, partly sunny, with a high near 
83. 

Wednesday Night
Showers likely after midnight. 

Patchy fog after 5 a.m. Otherwise, 
mostly cloudy, with a low around 
52. West wind 9 to 14 mph becom-
ing light southwest after midnight. 
Winds could gust as high as 20 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 
70%.

Thursday
Showers. Patchy fog before noon. 

High near 70. Chance of precipita-
tion is 90%. 

Thursday Night
A chance of showers and thun-

derstorms. Patchy fog aftger mid-
night. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 47. 

Friday
Showers likely, mainly after 

noon. Patchy fog before 11 a.m. 
Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 67.

Friday Night
Showers likely and possibly a 

thunderstorm before midnight, 
then a chance of showers.

Saturday
A chance of showers. Patchy fog 

before 11 a.m. Otherwise, mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 72.

Saturday Night
A slight chance of showers. 

Patchy fog. Otherwise, mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 50.

Sunday
Patchy fog. Otherwise, mostly 

sunny, with a high near 78.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 The Orofino Chapter of CMA, 
the Christian Motorcycle Associ-
ation arrived at the Orofino Ele-
mentary School bright and early 
Friday morning to lend a hand in 
preparing the school garden for 
the crops to come, replacing the 

Orofino Elementary School’s Community Garden gets a hand from the Orofino Chapter of the Chris-
tian Motorcycle Association (CMA). Left to right: Garden volunteers Tom Battisti, Nancy Correa, Mark 
Correa, Gerry Minard, Pete Minard, Tami Wayt, Alan Bardavid and Dan Wayt. Seated is Gary Siefner 
and Bob Stifler is at the wheel of the tractor. Not pictured is Denny Day.

OES garden receives a 

little TLC from CMA
weathered flower beds and mak-
ing room to include a greenhouse.
 Tami Wayt hopes to establish an 
outdoor classroom with a boun-
tiful community garden full of all 
kinds of learning opportunities 
for students, as well as fostering 
an appreciation for growing and 

eating vegetables. Wayt also hopes 
to add a sensory garden, and story 
time area for younger students.
 In the center of the garden was 
a large maple tree. It provided 
shade, perhaps a little too much 

(See..........Orofino P&Z

pg 9A)

 In a video released Sept. 18, Dr. 
Michael Garrett, Superintendent 
for Joint School District #171 an-
nounced that all schools will be in 
the green phase as of Sept. 21.
 Please be aware that face cover-
ings are highly recommended.
 Garrett did confirm a positive 

All schools return to green phase
case discovered at the Preschool 
and Headstart program in Orofino 
last week. Public Health will be in 
touch with the families affected.
 The classroom has been closed 
for this week for quarantine and 
additional cleaning.
 The Governor’s Office did re-

store some of the district’s fund-
ing for this upcoming year. The 
district is looking to see how this 
money can be spent and how best 
to use it. Trustees of JSD 171, 
met Sept 21, for their regular 
meeting, more details to follow in 
next week’s Clearwater Tribune. 

Sunday Night
Patchy gof. Otherwise, partly 

cloudy, with a low around 50.
Monday

Patchy fog. Otherwise, sunny, 
with a high near 82.
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