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Six-day weather 
forecast
Wednesday

 Sunny, with a high near 82. 
Calm wind.

Wednesday Night
 A 30 percent chance of showers 
after 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 55. West wind 3 to 5 
mph.

Thursday
 A 50 percent chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 71. 
Calm wind becoming northwest 
around 5 mph in the afternoon. 
New precipitation of less than a 
tenth of an inch possible.

Thursday Night
 Showers likely, mainly before 
11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 47. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.

Friday
 A chance of showers, with thun-
derstorms also possible after 11 
a.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 64. Chance of precipitation 
is 50%.

Friday Night
 Showers likely and possibly a 
thunderstorm. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 44.

Saturday
 Showers likely, mainly after 11 
a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 65.

Saturday Night
 A chance of showers. Patchy 
fog after 2 a.m. Otherwise mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 45.

Sunday
 A chance of showers. Patchy fog. 
Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a 
high near 74.

Sunday Night
 Mostly clear, with a low around 
47.

Monday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
82.

 Orofino and Timberline High 
Schools will be holding their grad-
uation ceremonies this week.
 Orofino High School’s gradua-
tion will be Thursday, June 6, be-
ginning at 6 p.m., at the Orofino 
Junior/Senior High School gym-

OHS and THS graduations 

to be held this week
nasium. There will be 65 seniors 
graduating from Orofino this year.
 Timberline’s graduation is set 
for Friday, June 7 at 6 p.m. at the 
Timberline Schools gymnasium. 
Timberline will have 10 graduat-
ing seniors.

 The Nez Perce-Clearwater Na-
tional Forests and several partner 

Free Fishing 

Day is this Saturday
groups will be celebrating Free 
Fishing Day on Saturday, June 
8 at locations near Grangeville, 
Elk City, and Lowell. Idaho’s Free 
Fishing Day is an annual event 
held the second Saturday every 
June. All anglers, residents and 
nonresidents, can celebrate the 
day by fishing Idaho’s waters 
without a license. An adult must 
accompany young participants. 
Some locations have fishing gear 
that you can borrow, but you are 
encouraged to bring a fishing pole 
and your own tackle and prepare 
for a fun–filled day of fishing!
 Near Grangeville, Free Fish-
ing Day activities will be held at 
Wilkins’ Pond, located on Lake 
Road off of U.S. Highway 95 ap-
proximately 5.5 miles south of 
Grangeville. The Nez Perce-Clear-
water National Forests, Gran-
geville Lions Club, Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, and the 
Bureau of Land Management’s 
Cottonwood office will be hosting 
the 31st annual Free Fishing Day 
event. Events will take place from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. (PDT). There 
will be a casting contest, fish art 
activity, a raffle drawing for priz-
es, and awards for the biggest and 

Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests will celebrate Free Fishing 
Day on Saturday at three locations.

By Tena Williams
 Eight years ago, a seed was 
planted when Kami Nibler, Don-
ya Caldwell and Chris Whitten 
were discussing an idea of a way 
to raise money to build a new fire 
department building for Elk Riv-
er.  The idea was for Chris to grow 
his hair and beard for a specific 
amount of time.  At the end of that 
time, he would go clean shaven 
if we could raise $5000. Now, so 
that everyone understands, Chris 
was a well-known member of the 
community and was known for 
his long hair and beard.  It was his 
trademark.  So for him to do this 
for the fire department and the 
community, it was no small thing.
 Chris has since passed on, but 
the objective of that very first event 
has continued and only grown. 
The goal that year was exceeded, 
when the actual amount raised 
was $6000, and then the fundrais-

Shown at the Elk River groundbreaking ceremony held last week for the new fire department building 
project are, back row (l to r): firefighers Adam Brubaker and Ben Olson. Front row:  firefighter/city 
council Tena Williams, firefighters Jami Leachman and Jesse Trott, Mayor Dave Brown, city council 
Connie McCartney, Kami Nibler, Marsha Martin (representing the late Mayor Jim Martin), firefighter 
Larry Yockey, co-chief Wayne Wilson and firefighter Shane Larson.

Trusses are delivered for the new fire department building being constructed at Elk River.

Elk River breaks ground on 
new fire department building

ing went from there.  It grew to in-
clude an auction of donated items.  
Kami has hosted these auctions 
each spring at her establishment, 
Tom’s Tavern for the entire eight 
years. More and more people 
become involved each year and 
through the years, the auctions 
have raised a total of $73,919 to-
wards the new building.  
 Since the start of those fund-
raising efforts, the fire department 
has also implemented several oth-
ers to help fund the project. The 
fire department sells hot dogs, 

hamburgers and t-shirts at city 
events, such as the SLORA boat 
races, ATV drag races, mud bogs, 
Thunder in the Mountains fire-
works and others. 
 They also held a raffle for a 2018 
Polaris RZR from Bud’s Power 
Sports in Cottonwood, which net-
ted almost $15,000 in profit. They 
host lunch in the park on Satur-
day afternoon over Elk River Days 
by donation. The Syringa club 
hosts a spaghetti feed in the park 

(See......Elk River
on pg 13A)

(See.....Free Fishing Day

on pg 13A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council met May 
28 for their regular meeting. A 
good portion of the meeting dealt 
with forthcoming work at the air-
port. 
 The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) has assisted the city 
in past years in routine sealcoating 
or “rehabilitation” of the runway, 
taxiways, aprons, and approach 
road at the Orofino Municipal Air-
port. As the City initiated the pro-
cess for funding three years ago, 
additional work was also found to 
be necessary.
 Trees bordering the runway, 
possibly obstructing the view, 
need to be cleared on the north 
and south sides of the runway, and 
excavation work is planned for the 
northwest end of the runway for 
safety improvements. Three sep-
arate contractors will be hired to 
complete the project and the city 

Work to begin at 

Orofino airport
is hoping to have it all finished in 
June. 
 Boswell Asphalt, Inc, was 
awarded the contract for Phase 
I, pavement rehabilitation of the 
runway.
 Tree removal, or Phase II, will 
commence June 7, and the follow-
ing week, the final portion, Phase 
III of the project, will begin.

Petitions,
applications, appeals,
 and communications

 The City of Orofino received an 
invitation from the Central Idaho 
Chapter of the Efficient Public 
Collaboration (EPC) Charter to 
participate in the operating guide-
lines in the Forest Plan Revision 
recommendation for the Great 
Burn.
 Laam said he had some reser-
vations about getting involved. He 

(See......Orofino airport
on pg 13A)

Eckman honored
for 50 years
of service......


