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January
 Weather made the rescue of an 
injured man who had been rec-
reating in the Lean-To-Ridge area 
northeast of Weippe a challenge 
New Year’s Day. The call was re-
ferred to Idaho County Sheriff ’s 
Office since it was in their juris-
diction, but LifeFlight was un-
able to fly out of Lewiston due to 
weather.
 Hillcrest Aircraft was able to 
have one of their pilots fly a heli-
copter out of Lewiston to pick up 
the Back Country Medics team in 
Orofino to go to the scene. Mean-
while, the groomer and snowmo-
biles were dispatched as well to 
assist. When Back Country Med-
ics found the Landing Zone (LZ) it 
was right at dark.
 They were able to land and 
found out that the patient was ac-
tually about half a mile away and 
they could not land any closer. 
Due to the darkness and time to 
get the patient to the LZ, the he-
licopter had to fly back to Lewis-
ton without picking him up. Back 
Country EMTs on the flight, Dar-

Year-End Review

A look at 2018

Scott Schaeffer, of Ferdinand, suffered a broken femur while 
snowmobiling in the Lean-To-Ridge area on New Year’s Day. 
Weather made the rescue of Schaeffer difficult. Photo by Back 
Country Rescue.

by Zick and Kane Steinbruecker, 
took their medical gear and went 
to the patient.
 Two Bear Air out of Kalispell, 
MT, was contacted and the team 
members cared for the patient un-
til he was picked up by Two Bear. 
From there the plan was to fly him 
to Orofino, but Two Bear ran into 
fog and could not land at the air-
port, so flew Schaeffer to Gran-
geville Airport where he was taken 
by ground ambulance to Syringa 
Hospital.
 Zick and Steinbruecker hitched 
a ride on some snowmobiles until 
they met the groomer. The groom-
er was able to take them and all of 
the gear back to the trailhead near 
Musselshell to catch a ride back to 
Orofino.
 Joining Marvel Hathaway to cel-
ebrate her 103rd birthday Janu-
ary were all her friends and loved 
ones with a birthday in 2018. 
North Fork Café in Ahsahka was 
the venue for the big event and 
served dinner to more than 80 
guests. Music was provided by 
Richard Whitten who played the 
accordion and Denise Hedrick on 
the fiddle. Marvel’s younger son. 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Following another well attend-
ed meeting at the Orofino Junior 
Senior High School, Dec. 15, the 
founders of Northern Idaho White-
tails Forever (NIWF) paid a visit to 
the Clearwater Tribune to report 
their progress, which has been 
substantial in a relatively short 
amount of time.
 The locally based group has 
managed to see some changes 
made, and were successful in 
shortening the 2018 season by 
11 days and eliminated the used 
of second deer tags. In Janu-
ary,  NIWF will return to Boise to 
try and convince Idaho Fish and 
Game Commissioners to once 
again to shorten the extremely 
long whitetail deer season. 
 “In order to better understand 
why our current whitetail deer 
herds of northern Idaho have de-
clined,” explained Bill Samuels, 
secretary of NIWF, “one has to go 
back to the 15 year-old plan from 
2003. Many ‘unqualified’ assump-
tions were made and goals were 
set forth in the wake of those as-
sumptions. The success of the 
plan was to be monitored by pub-
lic opinion surveys, which is just 
another assumption.”
 Samuels notes a number of 
problems with the survey gener-
ated. “The survey is too general. 
Individual units are not broken 
out; herd size and health are not 
addressed in any way; the survey 
focuses on hunters’ “wants” rather 
than what the deer herds “need”; 
herd definition, quality and quan-
tity are lost to specific areas; the 
information from the survey is 
simply “social data”, biological 
data wasn’t collected, based on 
the assumption that it wasn’t nec-
essary.
 “All aspects of the management 
plan were decided by the 2003 
survey in which there were less 
than 300 positive responses for 
all of northern Idaho.”

Statewide
management direction

According to an Orofino Police Department (OPD) report,  OPD responded to a call of a two vehicle 
accident at the intersection of Highway 12 and the Orofino Bridge on Wednesday, Dec. 18 at approx-
imately 8:18 a.m. At the scene was a 1997 Chevrolet 1500 driven by Michael Core, of Weippe, and 
a 1988 Ford F250 driven by Justin Sunde, of Lewiston. Sunde was traveling eastbound, while Core 
was traveling westbound on Hwy 12. Both drivers refused transport to hospital. According to the 
report, Sunde was issued a citation for failing to yield right of way - left turn and failing to maintain 
insurance. 

NIWF prepares for further 
discussion in Boise regarding the 

management of whitetail deer

Postal employees and community members joined Postmaster Richard Kerschbaum on Dec. 21 for 
an open house and retirement celebration. Kerschbaum officially retires Jan. 1, when he will have 
worked for the Post Office for a total of 42 years. Shown l to r: Lila Myers, Lindsey Wilson, Tracey 
Blake, Chantel Blake, Earleen Kowceun, Cathy Fleming, standing directly in front of Postmaster Rich-
ard “Kersch” Kerschbaum, Calvin Clifford, Dori Hughan, Allen Hughan, Jay Blake and Korina Allen.

 Based on the opinion survey, 
hunter satisfaction is high for the 
number of days of white-tailed 
deer hunting opportunity offered 
under existing hunting seasons, 
the opportunity to harvest a white-
tailed deer, and the opportunity to 
harvest a mature white-tailed deer 
buck. The intent of this plan is to 
continue management that results 
in high hunter satisfaction. An-
other survey was to be conducted 
prior to 2010 to reassess hunter 
satisfaction.
 Management direction under 
the 2003 plan is to provide min-
imums of 35,000 hunters with 
207,000 days of recreation and 
the opportunity to harvest at least 
8,700 white-tailed deer bucks, of 
which at least 15% have five or 
more points on either antler.
 Those supporting the concepts 
of NIWF believe the quality of deer 
in the region, as well as the num-
ber of deer, have declined over the 
past several years.
 They blame the length of the 
season that runs through late No-
vember, when the whitetail mating 
season is at its peak and mature 
bucks are more vulnerable to 
hunting.
 They also said too many hunt-
ers flock to the region after other 
deer seasons have closed. In addi-
tion, they said the ability of hunt-
ers to use second deer tags puts 
additional pressure on the herd.
 “The Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game has dispersed recent 
press releases suggesting that 
many hunters reported being sat-
isfied with the plan just as it is,” 
said Samuels.  “In general, who 
isn’t satisfied with a 53 day hunt-
ing season? But as awareness and 
concern grows at public meetings, 
and through letters to the editor, 
we’re asking that a new plan for 
whitetail deer be drafted to in-
clude these factors.”
 Under the old plan, a four or 
five point buck is automatically 
considered to be mature, accord-
ing to Biologist Clay Hickey. The 

problem with that assumption 
is a loss of any actual age class 
distribution, which is key to un-
derstanding a well-balanced deer 
herd.

Other assumptions
 Other questionable assump-
tions in the old plan:
•	 A dense forest makes it too 
hard to collect biological data … 
therefore they won’t.

Wednesday
 A slight chance of snow between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m., then rain like-
ly, possibly mixed with snow. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 34. Light 
southeast wind. Chance of precipi-
tation is 60%. New snow accumula-
tion of less than a half inch possi-
ble.

Wednesday Night
 Rain and snow likely, becoming 
snow after 10 p.m. Cloudy, with a 
low around 27. Chance of precipi-
tation is 60%. New snow accumula-
tion of less than a half inch possi-
ble.

Thursday
 Snow showers likely, mainly be-
fore 10 a.m. Cloudy, with a high 
near 33. Chance of precipitation 
is 60% New snow accumulation of 
less than a half inch possible.

Thursday Night
 A chance of snow showers, main-
ly before 10 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 23.

Friday
 A slight chance of snow showers. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 31.

Friday Night
 A slight chance of snow showers. 
Mostly sunny, with a low around 
22.

Saturday
 A chance of rain and show show-
ers. Snow level, rising to 1400 feet. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 34.

Saturday Night
 A chance of rain and snow show-
ers. Snow level 1700 feet. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 27.

Sunday
 A chance of rain and snow show-
ers. Snow level 1300 feet rising to 
2100 feet. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 37.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 The topic of rebuilding the rail-
road line has been discussed for 
ages, and Bountiful Grain and 
Craig Mountain Railroad (BG-
CM), has been working for several 
years to open the lines once again. 
Between permits, finances, and 
Mother Nature, one obstacle after 
another has impeded this particu-
lar route.
 Of those issues, finances appear 
to be a little more promising.
 In March of this year, Clearwater 
County was awarded a Transpor-
tation Investment Generating Eco-
nomic Recovery or (TIGER) grant 
of $3.24 million from the U. S. 
Dept. of Transportation, adminis-
tered by the Federal Rail Admin-
istration (FRA) earlier this year, 
to be spent toward transportation 
projects.
 The federal grant will provide 
funding to replace three bridges 
and five public crossings along 
the rail line from Jaype to Lewis-
ton, as well as the replacement of 
46,000 railroad ties to rebuild 73 
miles of rail. 
 The photos depicting the log 
jams and debris around the tres-
tles being cleared by crews of BG-
CM, featured in the Clearwater 

Tribune published Dec. 20 were 
taken along the rail line between 
Jaype and Orofino.
 

More about TIGER 

and BG-CM


