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The Clearwater County Cham-
ber of Commerce’s fundraising 
banquet and auction, “Hometown 
Proud”, is set for this Friday, April 
29, at the Best Western Lodge at 
River’s Edge. The doors open at 5 
p.m. 

Tickets are still available. Stop 
in at the LCCU or P1FCU Orofino 
locations to purchase, or call the 
chamber office at 208-476-4335 
to have them delivered. 

 Jaime Zurzolo, Producer of 
‘Who Killed Lonnie Jones’, has 
released the 16-minute documen-
tary to the public on internet. 
The documentary can be seen at: 
https://vimeo.com/693741032/
d42f2c4824?fbclid=IwAR3f2T-
FlDlPsxWqK8jSWJP5qLWmU-
w8x-tQtHBV43aFZEG69_aR-
6PoHmJj2k
 According to a news release on 
Window on the Clearwater by Nan-
cy Butler, Jaime and her mother, 
Jennifer Wood Zurzolo, were in 
Orofino Saturday for the three 
premiere showings at the Rex The-
atré. The showings raised $1,600 
for the Rex. All proceeds of the ad-
mission and concessions were do-
nated to the financially struggling 
theater. The Rex is reported to be 
one of the last places Lonnie went 
the fateful night he was murdered.
 Jaime held question and an-
swer sessions after each showing 
and there was a great deal of in-
terest in what has been a cold case 
for decades. Jaime is the grand-
daughter of Orrin Wood, who was 
reportedly one of the early sus-
pects in the case since he was the 
one who found the body. In one of 
the Q&A sessions, Jaime said that 
she decided to make this docu-
mentary as a class assignment be-
cause it was something of interest.
 Lonnie Jones, who was 12 at 
the time, was killed during fair 
days in 1951 and his body left to-
ward the Clearwater River off U.S. 
Highway 12. He had been at the 
fair and when his grandmother 
who was his principal caregiver 
tired and wanted to return home 
to Weippe, Lonnie begged her to 
stay saying that he could find a 
ride with someone else going to 
Weippe.
  About midnight, he hitched a 
ride from the end of the Orofino 

‘Who Killed Lonnie Jones’

 documentary released on internet

The Rex Theatré had a full house for the Saturday showing of the 
documentary, ‘Who Killed Lonnie Jones.’ (Photo from the Rex’s 
Facebook page) 

Bridge to Greer Bridge. He told 
the Kamiah teens that picked him 
up that he could find another ride 
from there. It was the last time 
that he was known to have been 
seen alive, except by the person/
persons who were involved in his 
murder.
 Though the coroner at the time 
estimated his time of death was 
about four hours after he was 
dropped off in Greer, the body 
was not found until several days 
later. Wood was driving a log 
truck on the highway and stopped 
to relieve himself. He found the 
body and reported it to law en-
forcement. Because he found the 
body, he was seen as a suspect for 
some time after that, but evidence 
and extensive questioning did not 
indicate he was the murderer. The 
murder has never been solved.

Clearwater 

County Chamber 

Auction to be 

held Friday

Two $1000 Scholarships will 
be given to any graduating Senior 
from Joint School District #171.

This includes Seniors planning 
to attend a Trade, Vocational or 
Technical School, College, Ap-
prenticeship Program, entering 
the Military, or that can show 
proof of guaranteed employment. 

The requirements are: Write 
a 250-300 word essay explaining 
the differences between the Re-
publican and Democratic National 
Platforms; add a brief description 
detailing what you are planning to 
do after high school; attach a ti-
tle page with your name, address, 
and phone number and send your 
completed application to: Chris 
McCune, P.O. Box 1461, Orofino, 
ID 83544. The due date is Tues-
day, May 10, 2022.

A North Fork of Clearwater River road report was provided by Jerry Branning, along with photos. 
Branning was the helicopter pilot, and Peggy Polito was the photographer for the April 24 trip. To 
see more North Fork photos by Polito, and for the road report article by Branning, see page 8A of this 
week’s issue.

Clearwater 

Republican 

Central Committee 

announces 2022 

GOP Scholarships

Candidates running 

for county offices in 
May 17 election.............

By Dennis Fuller
With the recent retirement 

of Penny Hasenoehrl from the 
Clearwater County Fair Board, 
we are in need of a new Secretary/
Manager for our annual celebra-
tion.  Requirements are pretty ba-
sic and mostly involve an interest 
in helping our kids have a good 
4-H experience and helping our 
citizens enjoy a successful County 
Fair.  

The position entails normal 
public-funded non-profit commit-
tee type requirements of:

Attend monthly meetings from 
March through October and keep 
minutes to publish for public re-
view.  

Voting member of Clearwater 
County Fair Board of Commis-
sioners.

Maintain computer files of ven-
dors, judges and superintendents 
and mail appropriate letters cer-
tain times of year.  So you do need 
some basic computer and office 
skills and some knowledge of 
word processing and spreadsheet 
programs.  

Assist during the week of the 
fair with set-up and take-down 
of facilities and with the general 
smooth-running operation.  

You must also be a Clearwater 
County resident, pass a back-
ground check and acceptance vote 
by the County Commissioners.

The position has a Sixty-dollar 
monthly stipend and $10 hourly 
wage for “volunteer” time.  

Please respond to Diana at 
#208-476-5108 or Dennis at 
#208-790-2795 or e-mail dnns-
fuller@gmail.com 

Clearwater County 
Fair Board needs 

Secretary/Manager

After a two-year closure due 
to Covid-19, Dworshak National 
Fish Hatchery is re-opening its 
doors to the public on Monday, 
May 2, 2022. The  hours are 7 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through 
Sunday. Private tours for schools 
and community groups can also 
be booked Monday through Fri-
day. Visitation status may change 
depending on local conditions. 
Contact Angela Feldmann at an-
gela_feldmann@fws.gov for more 
information.

They look forward to seeing 
your smiling faces back at the 
Hatchery!

Dworshak Fish 
Hatchery opens to 

the public May 2

It’s that time of year again to 
clean up the Twin Ridge Fire Dis-
trict.  The Twin Ridge Fire Depart-
ment is once again participating in 
the Clearwater County Communi-
ty Cleanup day this coming Satur-
day, April 30, and would like to in-
vite District residents and friends 
to stop by and lend a hand.  

Groups will be splitting up to 
gather trash along all the roads 
within the Twin Ridge Fire District. 
We’ve made tremendous progress 
over the years in beautifying our 
roads, but there are always some 
cans and other trinkets to pick 
up.   Most say the best part of the 
cleanup is the meal afterwards 
and meeting your neighbors.  Twin 
Ridge provides the burger, hot-
dogs, potato salad, cowboy beans 
and refreshments while others 
bring their favorite side dishes or 
desserts, which isn’t required, but 
always enjoyed.  

The event will start between 
8 and 9 a.m. at the Twin Ridge 
Fire Station located at 546 Twin 
Ridge Road on April 30.   Meet 
at the station to get garbage bags 
or start cleaning from your house 
and work your way to the station, 
just don’t miss lunch, which will 
be served at noon at the fire sta-
tion.   For more information call 
Tam White, 476-7193.

Twin Ridge 

Fire District 

Cleanup Day

Wednesday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 

58. Calm wind becoming west 
around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

37. West wind around 6 mph be-
coming calm in the evening.

Thursday
A 40 percent chance of rain af-

ter 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 60. Calm wind becom-
ing west northwest around 6 mph 
in the afternoon.

Thursday Night
Rain likely, mainly between 7 

p.m. and 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 41. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Friday
A 50 percent chance of rain. 

Partly sunny, with a high near 60.
Friday Night

A chance of rain before 7 p.m. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
38.

Saturday
A slight chance of rain after 1 

p.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 64.

Saturday Night
A slight chance of rain. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 43.
Sunday

A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 65.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 44.
Monday

A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 64.

Community 
Clean-up date 

set for Saturday
The Chamber of Commerce, 

City of Orofino, KLER, and Orofi-
no Rotary Club are spearheading 
a community spring clean-up ef-
fort again this year. Individuals 
and organizations are asked to 
clean up around their homes and 
work places. In addition, groups 
and individuals are encouraged to 
sign up and clean an area in need 
in their neighborhood or commu-
nity.

To sign up or for more informa-
tion please contact the Clearwater 
County Chamber of Commerce at 
(208) 476-4335 or 6cdirector@
gmail.com – Erica Holland, Direc-
tor.
Scheduled activities on Satur-

day, April 30 at the Orofino City 
Park

Community Clean-Up:
•	 Free trash bag available for sig-

nup participants from 7 a.m. to 
noon.

•	 Trash trucks will be available 
for trash deposits all day.

•	 Free hot dog & German dog 
lunch from 11:30 to noon for 
those signed up to cleanup.

Arbor Day Celebration:
•	 From 9 a.m.-12 p.m., free seed-

lings will be given (while they 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Clearwater County will see a 
considerable increase this year 
in federal funds allocated to help 
support rural schools and roads.
 The Secure Rural Schools 
(SRS) program initially estab-
lished in 2000, was designed to 
offset the loss of timber revenues 
from federal forests. The money 
largely goes to communities and 
schools in Central Idaho and the 
Panhandle.
 Funding for the program, how-
ever, has been uncertain for the 
past several years. This year’s 
funding materialized within an 
omnibus federal spending bill just 
passed in March.
 With the program’s reauthori-
zation, Clearwater County expects 
about $1.3 million, which is up 
from $988,029 a year ago.
 Idaho will receive $23.4 million 
in SRS payments for fiscal year 
2021. Thirty percent or $7 million 
of the money goes to counties to 
help with schools and the remain-
ing 70 percent ($16.4 million), is 
designated for roads, bridges and 
other infrastructure projects.
 This comes as good news as our 
county’s schools and roads can 
never see enough attention.  
 “I am happy we are receiving 

SRS funds set 
to increase for 

Clearwater County
the dollars,” states Dr. Michael 
Garrett, Superintendent for Joint 
District #171. “This will continue 
to help with our facility updates 
and operations. My hopes are that 
we can balance budget items so 
we decrease the burden on our 
local communities from our sup-
plemental levy.” 
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