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Snow!..

(See......Childhood memories
on pg 2A)

 Tory Knapp, 51, of Orofino, 
went to Clearwater Valley Hospi-
tal’s emergency room to have his 
headache checked out on Thurs-
day, Feb. 7. While at the ER they 
found that Tory had a brain bleed 
that caused him to stop breath-
ing and be placed on machines to 
breathe for him.
 He was life flighted to Sacred 
Heart Medical Center in Spokane 
that evening. On the morning of 
Feb. 8 Tory had brain surgery to 
repair and stop the bleed. He was 
in the Intensive Care Unit for 11 
days. 
 Tory was sent to the Rehabil-
itation Hospital of the Northwest 
(short term rehabilitation center) 
in Post Falls on Feb. 18, where 
he now is doing physical therapy, 
speech therapy, and occupational 
therapy. He is doing an hour of 
each therapy five days per week.
 Once Tory is able to go home 
he will still require therapies and 
several doctor follow ups. He will 
be off work for an undetermined 
amount of time. There is an ac-
count set up at LCCU, P.O. Box 
1173, Orofino, Idaho 83544, un-
der Tory Knapp for anyone who 
would like to donate.

Longtime Orofino 
resident suffers 

brain bleed, requires 
extensive therapy

Tory Knapp suffered a brain 
bleed on Feb. 7. A fund has been 
established at LCCU to help 
Tory and his family as he con-
tinues to recover.

 Tory’s family, including wife 
Michelle, daughter Kayliah, and 
sons Barry and Tory Jr., along 
with grandchildren Miah, Kaysen 
and Blake, would like to thank 
everyone for their continued sup-
port and prayers as he heals and 
recovers. 

Wednesday Night
 A chance of snow before 10 
p.m., then a chance of rain and 
snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 27. New snow accumula-
tion of 1 to 2 inches possible.

Thursday
 Snow likely. Cloudy, with a high 
near 35. Calm wind. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%. New snow 
accumulation of 1 to 2 inches pos-
sible.

Thursday Night
 A 50 percent chance of snow 
showers, mainly before 4 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
22. New snow accumulation of 
less than one inch possible.

Friday
 A 20 percent chance of snow 
showers before 10 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 36.

Friday Night
 A slight chance of snow showers 
after 4 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 21.

Saturday
 A slight chance of snow show-
ers possible before 10 a.m. Mostly 
sunny with a high near 38.

Saturday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
19.

Sunday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
36.

Sunday Night
 Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 18.

Monday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
33.

Six-day weather 
forecast

By Norma Brand
 The restoration of this 1961 
Willys Jeep Utility Wagon started 
when it was discovered by Ja-
son Cochrell, of Fraser, at Car-
diff Spur. It was in fair condition 
when he brought it to his shop on 
Highway 11 in the Fraser commu-
nity.
 The body of the Jeep was com-
pletely disassembled, repaired 
and then painted, within a year’s 
time it was totally restored. Jason 
designed and manufactured a spe-
cial front bumper with a winch for 
those times when a muddy trail 
could put stress on a day’s outing.
 His father, Roy, owned several 
of these Jeeps in his younger days 
and even without a winch he en-
joyed putting them through their 
paces. No mud hole was left un-
touched.
 Jason appreciated the assis-
tance of several friends, including 
Rick Evans, John Jared, Garret 
Cochrell and Linda Butler, who 
helped with miscellaneous items. 
Ed Brown also shared his knowl-
edge of Willys Jeeps, and helped 
with the painting, which turned 
this project into something every-
one is proud of. The colors chosen 
for the Jeep were maroon with a 
milkshake white for the trim ar-
eas. Jason’s brother, Nolan, re-
paired the original radio, and it is 
now installed in the left side of the 
dashboard.
 The interest in this type of ve-
hicle goes back to Jason’s child-
hood, when his father Roy pur-
chased their first Jeep Wagon, a 

Childhood memories lead to 

restoration of American history
green 1954 model. Over the years 
there was always a Jeep for the 
family to drive. They spent many 
weekends exploring the different 
trails in the mountains in their 
Jeeps. When Jason found this 
Jeep, he was reminded of the fun 
times his family had in just such a 
vehicle.
 Jason remembered one time 
Roy and his young son Nolan were 
in the mountains. A faulty door 
latch caused the passenger side 
door to pop open and Nolan fell 
out. Roy slammed on the brakes 
and got out to look for his son, 
but he couldn’t find him. Finally, 
when he looked in the front seat, 
he found Nolan had climbed back 
in, afraid his dad would leave him 
there.
 Another adventure at Lacy 
Meadows stuck in Jason’s mind. 
Don and Bobbi Nichols and their 
family had joined them for the day. 
The motor to the Jeep quit and 
his dad figured out that a spring 
in the distributor cap had broken. 
He used a hair pin to make a new 
spring, which fixed the problem, 
and they were back on their way.
 In the spring time, the wet 
weather caused the trails and 
logging roads to turn into deep 
mud holes, some over a quarter 
of a mile long. The log trucks for 
Schmidt Logging had to be pulled 
through those holes with a dozer, 
but this did not deter Roy from 
trying his luck with his Jeep. 
When they finally stopped, the 
mud was so deep they couldn’t get 
the doors open. Jason remembers 
this particular Jeep did have a 
winch, but when it had problems, 
Roy got mad. The family had to 
figure out what to do to get that 
vehicle out so they could continue 
on their way.
 On another trip, Sam Rosset-
ti joined them to set up hunting 
camp at Cooks Mountain. The 
weather started out perfect. They 
spent the night and woke up the 
next day to 18 inches of snow. 
They immediately tore down the 
tent and threw everything in the 
back of the Jeep and headed 
home.
 Jeeps were an important part 
of Jason’s life. He recalls the fun 
times the family had as he was 

growing up, riding in their Jeeps. 
When on an outing in the fam-
ily Jeep, when Jason was five, a 
friend of Roy’s chased down a rab-
bit so he could give it to Jason for 
a pet. On another outing, the fam-
ily visited a museum, and during 
the tour the guide showed the 
group a 1961 International Scout 
with 23 actual miles. The guide re-
ferred to it as the first SUV. Jason 
says that the Jeep Utility Wagon 
built from 1948 through 1964 was 
actually the first SUV. He told the 
guide this, who later researched 
the information and found Jason 
was correct.
 I took time to look up some of 
the information about the Willys 
Jeep on Wikipedia. One website 
explained how the Willys Overton 
Company invited engineer Delmar 
G. Ross, principal designer of the 
military Jeep, to design the motor 
and mechanics for the Jeep Wag-
on. The company then invited the 
young industrial designer Brooks 
Stevens to take care of the func-
tional and esthetics for the vehi-
cle.
 The body of this Jeep was made 
out of steel, up until the station 

This 1961 Willys Jeep was restored by Jason Cochrell, of Fraser. Many fond childhood memories of 
family adventures in Willys Jeeps made this a special project for Jason.

 Clearwater County will be con-
ducting a Consolidated Election 
on Tuesday, March 12, from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. for the following 
taxing districts concerning the 
recall of City of Elk River Mayor 
Dave Brown, to be held at precinct 
locations all as indicated below:

Notice of City of
Elk River recall election

 Pursuant to resolution of the 
following taxing district, the fol-
lowing election will be conducted 
for the purpose of voting upon 
the question for the district as fol-
lows:
 Registered electors of the City 
of Elk River, have petitioned that 
Mayor Dave Brown, be recalled for 
the following reasons: 
 1. He conducts himself inap-
propriately. Continuously seen 
intoxicated in public and bragging 
about it. 
 2. He’s loaned out city equip-
ment in two instances, without 
proper permission as stated in the 
city’s ordinance resolution.
 3. He was asked by residents 
to contact the Sheriff regarding 
public safety matters. He didn’t 
follow through in the promised 
timeline. Rather, several residents 
contacted the Sheriff instead to 
get extra patrol. Mayor Brown has 
been heard several times saying 
he doesn’t want police presence in 
town.
 4. He assured a resident that 
he would be to their house within 
two days after a council meeting 
to discuss a water line issue. He 
finally showed up a few days later, 
however, the issue sat unresolved. 
The issue caused water to flow in 
their basement for several weeks.
 5. He has forbidden one em-
ployee from attending the council 
meetings and has forbidden any 
employee from talking with coun-
cil members. His intent is to give 
false information to the council. 
The reason for this is unknown, 
but has caused major discord 
within the town.
 6. He’s known about a mold 
issue in a city rental house for 
months and kept it from the coun-
cil. This affects the health of the 
family living within.
 The mayor’s response to the 
above allegations:
 I always make decisions in the 
best interest of the City.
 1. Allegation is untrue.

Residents petition for City 
of Elk River Mayor recall

Clearwater County 

Consolidated Election 

to be held for decision
 2. I properly authorized use of 
City equipment to repair city side-
walk and runoff damage to RV 
Park.
 3. I support Sheriff ’s patrols. 
I called the Sheriff the day of the 
meeting, but he was dealing with 
an emergency situation. He got 
back to me two days later. Dep-
uties have done a great job pa-
trolling on weekends. We’ve post-
ed 15 mph signs throughout town. 
The Sheriff is repairing a digital 
speed sign and assigning it to us 
to help with speeding.
 4. Water problem was dealt with 
promptly. Myself, employees and 
two others went to the residence 
to determine the problem. Water 
was diverted away from two hous-
es until winter let up and a perma-
nent solution was done.
 5. Some projects are under a 
time restraint, only one employee 
needs to report at the meeting. No 
intent to give false information. As 
Mayor, I’m the direct supervisor of 
City employees. The Council and 
employees should bring concerns 
to me instead of tying up the em-
ployees’ time.
 6. Mold issue notification came 
two days before the council meet-
ing and it was determined not to 
be harmful.
 The Precinct designated for the 
City of Elk River Recall election is 
Elk River Precinct #13, which is a 
Vote by Mail Precinct. The address 
is Clearwater Co. Courthouse, 
150 Michigan Ave., PO Box 586, 
Orofino, ID 83544.
 The last day for an applica-
tion for a mail-in absentee bal-
lot to be received by the County 
Clerk is not later than 5 p.m. on 
March 1. In person absentee vot-
ing for this election is available 
through March 8, by 5 p.m. at the 
Clearwater County Courthouse, 
150 Michigan Ave., in Orofino.
 The last day to return absen-
tee ballot to the County Clerk is 
March 12, by 8 p.m. If you are in a 
Vote by Mail Precinct and you are 
not currently registered to vote, 
your Election Day registration and 
voting location is the Clearwater 
County Courthouse.
 Elk River recall question on this 
sample ballot is for those voters 
who are residents of the City of 
Elk River.
 (See the Consolidated Election 
legal on page 9A.)

City Council 

to hold special 

public hearing  
 Public comment will be con-
sidered at a Special City Council 
meeting scheduled for Thursday, 
March 7, at 6 p.m. at City Hall 
Council Chambers, regarding the 
City of Orofino submitting a pro-
posal to the Idaho Department of 
Commerce for a Rural Commu-
nity Block Grant (RCBG) in the 
amount of $300,000.
 The proposed project is to re-
model the Orofino Business Cen-
ter and construct a new 4,800 
square foot building to support 
the jet boat manufacturing pro-
cess.
 The hearing will include a dis-
cussion of the application, scope 
of work, budget, schedule and 
benefits of the project.
 The application, related docu-
ments, and the RCBG Application 
Handbook will be available for re-
view at the City Clerk’s Office. The 
public is invited to submit oral or 
written comments.
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