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Seven-day
weather forecast

Early copy needed

at the Tribune
 It’s time again for an early copy 
needed alert from the Clearwater 

Tribune. Please have your news 
and ads to the Tribune by noon 
Friday, Dec. 21, for the Dec. 27 
issue, and again by noon Friday, 
Dec. 28, for the Jan. 3 issue.
 With Christmas and New Year’s 
on Tuesdays, the paper will be 
delivered on Wednesday of both 
weeks, but the Tribune staff will 
be putting the paper together and 
sending the files to be printed 
a day early, Monday evening, to 
accommodate each holiday.

Railroad 

Update....

Wednesday
 A 30 percent chance of rain be-
fore 10 a.m. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 45. Calm wind becoming 
east southeast around 5 mph in 
the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
 A 10 percent chance of rain af-
ter 4 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 33. Light east wind.

Thursday
 A 30 percent chance of rain, 
mainly after 10 a.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 44. Southeast 
wind around 7 mph.

Thursday Night
 Rain likely. Cloudy, with a low 
around 33. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Friday
 A 40 percent chance of rain. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 41.

Friday Night
 A chance of rain and snow, main-
ly after 4 a.m. Snow level 2500 
feet lowering to 1300 feet. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 26.

Saturday
 A chance of rain and snow be-
fore 10 a.m., then a chance of rain. 
Snow level rising to 1700 feet. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
37.

Saturday Night
 A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level 1500 feet lowering to 1000 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 27.

Sunday
 A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level rising to 1900 feet. Cloudy, 
with a high near 38.

Sunday Night
 A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level 1900 feet lowering to 1400 
feet. Cloudy, with a low around 32.

Monday
 A chance of rain and snow. 
Cloudy, with a high near 39.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 It has been a long time since 
that many people have squeezed 
into City Council Chambers. The 
room’s maximum occupancy 
might have been exceeded but no 
one objected at the council meet-
ing held Dec. 11, as half the room 
was filled with local firefighters 
there to welcome Orofino’s new 
full-time Fire Chief, Jonathan 
Hoyte.
 Following the presentation of 
plaques and letters of commen-
dation for Holly Hardin and Keith 
Brink, City Clerk Janet Montam-
bo presented the Oath of Office to 
Hoyte with his family, parents and 
extended family in attendance.
 Hoyte is from the Lewis-
ton-Clarkston area, but owns 
property on the outskirts of Orofi-
no, and is familiar with our com-
munity and way of life. Hoyte is 
40 years old, not 44 as previously 
reported, and is married with four 
children. In addition to serving 
seven years with the City of Clark-
ston Fire Department, Hoyte was 
a firefighter for Clearwater Paper. 
Petitions, applications, appeals, 

communications
 A sewer claim for damages 
against the city of Orofino was re-
ceived from Jeff Sauter.
 The main sewer line from the 
house located at 429 Brown Ave., 
was cut off from city sewer when 
the new liners were installed in 
the city main. Once the home 
was occupied in July of 2018, the 
home service line kept backing 
up. Time and money were spent 
on attempts to clear the line be-
fore the line was finally dug up 
and the cause discovered.

Orofino Fire Department shows a hearty welcome to new full time Fire Chief Jonathan Hoyte. Front row, l to r: John Cooke, Bart Jones, 
Savanah Simmons, Nick Hardin, Austin Bird, Fire Chief Jonathan Hoyte, and Andrew Bird. Middle row: Damon Mitchell, Billy Miller, 
Holly Hardin, Tom Upton, Mike Hardin, and Wyatt Yoemans. Back row: Cody Steinbruecker, Keith Brink and Brian Adkins.

Orofino’s new Fire Chief Jona-
than Hoyte

Council and Orofino Fire 
Department welcome 

full-time fire chief
 It was noted that the reason the 
issue wasn’t discovered earlier as 
the city was relining some of the 
older lines, is that the house was 
vacant at the time. Sauter pur-
chased the house and inherited 
the problem.
 Following discussion, City staff 
and council members agreed to 
accept the claim, as it was not 
the owner’s fault. Public Works 
Superintendent Shane Miller told 
council members he would check 
with Instiform, the company to 
have installed the slip lining to see 
if any other recourse can be taken.
 Suddenlink’s upcoming instal-
lation rates will increase for com-

mercial customers effective Jan. 
1, 2019.  Residential customers 
and those commercial customers 
not making changes to their ser-
vice are unaffected. 
 A warranty deed from Joint 
School District 171 was received 
by the City of Orofino for property 
measuring 0.67 acres, located be-
tween Orofino Jr/Sr. High School 
and the bus barn, off of Dunlap 
Rd., for the proposed Skatepark.

Workers Comp
rates to decrease

 A proposal for a minus (-) 4.2 
percent overall rate change to Ida-
ho workers’ compensation insur-
ance effective Jan. 1, 2019, has 

been approved by the Idaho De-
partment of Insurance.
 “The change in the 2019 work-
ers’ compensation rates reflects 
an improvement in our state rat-
ing factors,” explained Director 
Dean Cameron, “including a slight 
decline in both the frequency of 
claims for lost work time, and the 
average cost of those claims.” 
 The City of Orofino has applied 
for a Community Transformation 
Grant (CTG) through the Blue 
Cross Foundation of Idaho. The 
grant is intended to initiate proj-
ects that improve the health of our 
children by increasing their phys-
ical activity and access to healthy, 
affordable foods.

Departmental reports
 Administrator Rick Laam re-
ported that he had spoken to the 
representatives in Portland, OR, 
concerning the sale of aviation gas 
or avgas at the airport. The city 
has been interested in acquiring a 
way to sell gas to the pilots with-
out having to have them drive first 
to city hall to pay for the gas.
 At last, new technology has be-
come available and sufficiently af-
fordable to the city to be able to in-
stall the “M4000” to accept credit 
card payments at any time of the 
night or day, offering much more 
convenience for all involved. Laam 
did say that one of the stipulations 
might be the city having to seek a 
different supplier for fuel.
 Laam also informed staff and 
council that ICRMP has recom-
mended a number of changes to 
the city’s personnel policy and 
procedure manual. Lamm said to 
expect a total re-write of the man-
ual, and promised it would be a 
better policy. 
 Treasurer Donna Wilson sub-
mitted monthly financial reports, 
but had no further comments for 
the council.
 Building Official Todd Perry said 
he issued a certificate of occupa-
tion following his final inspection 
of the new museum building.
 Public Works Supervisor Miller 
noted it was “business as usual,” 
for his department. “We’re trying 

By Roger Phillips, 
Public Information Supervisor
 Idaho Fish and Game Director 
Virgil Moore on Friday, Dec. 14 an-
nounced the hiring of Ed Schriev-
er, who announced his retirement 
in November, as the new Fish and 
Game Director. Schriever will re-
place Moore on Jan. 13, 
 Schriever, 59, has been Fish 
and Game’s Deputy Director of 
Operations since 2015, and was 
the Fisheries Bureau Chief from 
2008 to 2015. He held various 

New Director of 

Idaho Fish and 

Game announced
other positions within the agen-
cy, including Clearwater Regional 
Fisheries Manager, fish biologist 
and hatchery manager during 
his 35-year career with Fish and 
Game.
 “I am very proud to have been 
appointed by the commission 
to serve as director,” Schriever 
said. “I am humbled to serve Ida-
ho, lead Department of Fish and 
Game, and ensure the traditional 

(See............New Director
on pg 16A)

Ed Schriever

Retirement 

open house for 

Postmaster “Kersch” 

set for this Friday
 An open house/retirement cele-
bration for Richard Kerschbaum 
(Kersch), retiring postmaster 
from the Orofino Post Office, will 
be held this Friday, Dec. 21, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Orofino Post 
Office. The public is invited to at-
tend.
 Santa (aka Kersch) will also be 
there for kids that would like to 
pay a visit with Saint Nick.

 DVM closed
 The DMV Office, located at 2200 
Michigan Avenue, will be closed 
Monday, Dec. 24 through Tuesday, 
Dec. 25, and will reopen for busi-
ness Wednesday, Dec. 26.
 

 According to a Lewiston Po-
lice Department press release, 
37-year-old Lenore resident An-
drew Ingram was arrested follow-
ing an alleged shooting incident 
in Lewiston. A call was received 
of an erratic driver on Tuesday, 
Dec. 18, at approximately 8:50 
a.m. The caller stated that a silver 
Toyota Camry was tailgaiting her. 
While on the phone with dispatch, 
the caller advised she thought she 
heard a gunshot. This occurred in 
the area of 13th Street and 11th 
Avenue in Lewiston. 
 The victim drove to the police 
station on “F” Street at the direc-
tion of dispatchers and the car 
that was following turned off pri-
or to the victim going to the police 
station. 
 Some government buildings in 
the area of the police department, 
upon hearing the information 
being given, put themselves on a 
lock down but this was not at the 
direction of the Lewiston Police 
Department and the suspect was 
not believed to have followed the 
caller to the area of the police de-
partment. 
 Upon further investigation, it 
was learned that a bullet hole was 
found in the rear of the caller’s ve-
hicle.  
  Ingram was taken into custody 
in Lenore, by Nez Perce County 

Lenore man 

arrested after 

gunshot is fired
in Lewiston
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