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Seven-day

weather forecast
(See..........Year-End Review

on pg 12A)

New look for
Sheriff’s Office 
vehicles.......

Year-End Review II

A look at 2018

Sara Crockett (right), in behalf of the Crockett family, presents the Peatman Differential Mechanism 
and the patent document to Tia Pomponio of the Clearwater Historical Society Board. In the back-
ground is the wall mural of the Log Drive on the North Fork of the Clearwater River which was moved 
from the old museum. Photo by Nancy Butler

By Elizabeth Morgan
July

 The Clearwater Historical Soci-
ety announced this week that Nick 
Albers has resigned as President 
from the Board of the organiza-
tion.  
 Over the past 12 years, Nick 
has worked diligently with the 
Board to preserve the history of 
Clearwater County and to bring 
the new museum to near fruition.  
 The Board will miss his insight, 
his management, and his decisive-
ness, and wishes him well.
 With a great band, wonderful 
roast pig barbeque dinner and 
a fantastic auctioneer (Kyle Pea) 
cheerful barmaids, and tremen-
dous teamwork, the library ex-
pansion fundraiser - Shindig II 
claimed an outstanding success 
with about $7,000 net proceeds.
 There is much progress going 
on with the facility, which serves 
about 4,000 patrons a month. 
Please drive by Orofino’s library 
and see the beautiful matching 
roof on the expansion.
 Members of Harold Kinne Post 
3296, the Auxiliary, and the com-
munity gathered in front of the 
newly painted post, to hear May-
or Ryan Smathers proclaim July 
19, 2018 as Howard Kinne Day in 
Orofino, on the 100th anniversary 
of his death.
 VFW Post 3296, chartered on 
May 26, 1935 is named in honor 

A TRIBUNE GLIMPSE OF THE PAST--This photo, provided to the Clearwater Tri-
bune by Mike McCarthy, shows the 1911-1912 Orofino High School Basketball Team. Harold Kinne, 
the soldier that the Orofino Harold Kinne VFW Post #3296 is named after, is the player shown stand-
ing in the middle of the photo. He was an uncle to Mike McCarthy.

Chad Easterbrook, a retired teacher from Orofino, was honored 
with the Distinguished Service Award from the Idaho High School 
Activities Association. Chad spent 33 years teaching, 40 years 
coaching (and still coaches the Orofino Junior High Track team), 
which includes 95 individual seasons of coaching. The ceremony 
was held Wednesday, Aug. 1 at the Boise Centre. Aug. 9, 2018

of WWI Army veteran 2nd Lt. Har-
old Everett Kinne, who was killed 
in action in Soissons, France on 
July 19, 1918. Harold was as-
signed to the U.S. Army’s Compa-
ny K, 16th Infantry, First Division.

August
 The Orofino Chamber of Com-
merce hosted its second annual 
Riverbank Music Festival in the 
OCI Logging Arena and City Park 
on Aug. 4.
 “It was a great event, everything 
ran smoothly, and everyone had 
a great time,” reported Melina 
Johnson, former Chamber Direc-
tor, “however, the event did not 
bring the income we were hoping 
for so we are looking for new ideas 
to ensure 2019 has a profit.”
 The Chamber will look at re-
ducing the cost on bands, possi-
bly adding a battle of the bands 
on Friday night, with the winner 
appearing as the opening act on 
Saturday.
 Judge Randall Robinson has 
announced his retirement as a 
Second District Magistrate Judge, 
and was honored for his 14 years 
of service with Clearwater County 
at a reception on July 27.
 Courtroom 1 of the Clearwater 
County Courthouse was filled with 
numerous County officials and 
staff, as well as those who have 
become acquainted with his rep-
utation of exceptional kindness, 
dignity, and respect for all. It’s no 
simple task in a profession such 
as his but it is genuine, for those 
on either side of the bench.

William Michael Peatman was the inventor, John Jesse Peatman 
is his father, Nell Peatman (married Oren Crockett) is William’s 
daughter and the child in the front is William Oren Crockett (her 
son). This is the connection to the Crocketts.

Wednesday
 Partly sunny, with a high near 
36. Light southeast wind.

Wednesday Night
 A 30 percent chance of snow, 
mainly after 4 a.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 27. New snow 
accumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.

Thursday
A chance of rain and snow before 
10 a.m., then a chance of rain. 
Snow level rising to 2000 feet.

Thursday Night
 A chance of rain before 4 a.m., 
then a chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 2600 feet lowering to 
1900 feet. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 33.

Friday
 A chance of rain and snow be-
fore 10 a.m., then a chance of rain. 
Snow level 1600 feet rising to 2800 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 40.

Friday Night
 A chance of rain before 10 p.m., 
then a slight chance of rain and 
snow. Snow level 2700 feet lower-
ing to 1700 feet. Cloudy, with a low 
around 29.

Saturday
 A slight chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 1100 feet rising to 1700 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 39.

Saturday Night
 A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level 1100 feet. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 27.

Sunday
 A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level rising to 1500 feet. Partly sun-
ny, with a high near 38.

Big change in 
store for the 
Clearwater 

Tribune
By Marcie Stanton
 We have a big change in the 
works at the Clearwater Tri-

bune. Okay, to be honest, it’s not 
that big of a change, I just like to 
cause a stir once in a while. Be-
ginning with this week’s issue, the 
page numbers on the Clearwater 

Tribune will reflect the day that 
it truly hits the stands and local 
mail, which is Wednesday.
 I have been at the paper for a 
very long time, longer than I want 
to admit. It has been a Thursday 
paper for as long as my family has 
owned it, and I believe long before 
that. I resisted the idea of chang-
ing the “official” date when my 
partner, co-publisher, and most 
importantly when it comes to 
making decisions, mom, Cloann, 
suggested that we do this.
 I am a person that resists 

(See.........Big change
on pg 3A)

By Nancy Butler
 The original Peatman Positive 
Drive Differential Mechanism, 
along with drawings and its patent 
documents, have been donated to 
the Clearwater Historical Museum 
by the Crockett family.
 William Michael Peatman in-
vented the Peatman Positive Drive 
Differential Mechanism for use 
in the Model T Ford car, May 24, 
1917 and patented it Sept. 3, 1918 
while living in Orofino. This was 
the forerunner of the ‘Posi-track’ 
differential that is used in most of 
today’s cars. The original mecha-
nism, drawings and patent docu-
ments were in the possessions of 

Peatman Differential 

Mechanism donated to Museum
Doug Crockett and were donated 
after his death.
 Peatman was an engineer who 
owned a brickyard in Centerville, 
Iowa.  He married Margaret Ellen 
Knox in Centerville. His partner 
embezzled from the business to 
gamble on horses and eventually 
broke the company.  W.M. Peat-
man made good on all his part-
ner’s debts with his own money, 
and he and his wife then moved 
west in 1905 to Orofino.
 After coming to Orofino, he 
worked in insurance and real es-
tate until he became Abstractor 

for the county.  
 Peatman opened the first Ab-
stract Office in Orofino in 1911 
and transcribed by hand all the 
property records that formed 
Clearwater County from Shosho-
ne County.  
 He owned the Clearwater Ab-
stract Company which was the 
white building which stood for 
many years at the western end of 
Johnson Ave. at the intersection 
with Michigan Ave.
 He was also the owner of the 

(See.........Peatman
on pg 3A)


