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By Elizabeth Morgan
Samantha Tachell, a senior 

at Orofino Junior/Senior High 
School, experienced a brush with 
homelessness several years ago 
when she went to live with her fa-
ther in Washington.

The experience shaped her de-
cision as to what to do for her Se-
nior Project. “The struggle of not 
knowing where to go next or where 
you would find your next meal, 
was a real struggle,” she shared. 
“It’s easy to lose hope when you 
can’t stand on your own two feet, 
it’s hard to see any light at the end 
of the tunnel. People were there to 
help me, and now I want to be part 

Being part of the solution

Encounter with homelessness 

forms OHS Senior Project

Samantha Tachell’s experience with homelessness influenced her decision to help those in need for 
her senior project at Orofino High School.

of the solution as well.”
Tachell said she would like to 

attend college to become a social 
worker after high school. “As long 
as I can do something positive 
to help others, I’ll be happy,” she 
adds.

She is asking the community 
for help in donating items to help 
make a difference in our commu-
nity. Donations will be accepted 
until Jauary and every little bit 
helps.

Canned food soup, fruits, veg-
etables, canned or dried meat, 
packaged foods such as Cup of 
Noodles, macaroni and cheese, 
crackers, raisins, peanut butter 

and personal hygiene products 
are all greatly appreciated.

Clothing of all sizes and for ei-
ther gender is helpful to include: 
shirts, pants, sweaters, jackets, 
underwear, socks and shoes. Tow-
els and blankets that are no longer 
used or needed will also be wel-
comed.

All donations go to First Step 
4 Life, a non-profit organization 
to help the homeless and those 
in need located at 155 Main St., 
Suite C in Orofino. For questions 
or concerns, please contact their 
office at (208) 717-3881, between 
the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday.

By Tammy Gilmer, OCI
This year’s Grand Marshals for 

Orofino Lumberjack Days were 
selected prior to the celebration 
being canceled this year and the 
trophies were ordered and were in 
the process of being created and 
made.  Orofino Celebrations Inc. 
(OCI) members were insistent that 
Mick and Mary Anne McLaughlin 
still be honored with their Grand 

Mick and Mary Anne McLaughlin are shown with their OCI Grand 
Marshals trophy.

Orofino Lumberjack 
Days Grand Marshals 
honored with trophy

Marshal trophy. 
Mick is battling health issues 

at this time and we are all send-
ing our hopes and prayers that he 
is feeling 100% for next year and 
can take part in Lumberjack Days 
2022 with Mary Anne. They are 
both shown here with the trophy 
created by Michael Miles Creation 
owned by Cory and Jessica Pol-
lock, in Orofino.

By Roger Phillips, 
Public Information Supervisor

Reductions will be in effect 
when many sections open for 

harvest on Oct. 15
Idaho Fish and Game Com-

mission reduced the bag limit 
for steelhead in sections of the 
Clearwater River to one fish per 
day and three in possession in re-
sponse to low steelhead returns, 
which means all Idaho rivers open 
to steelhead harvest will have a 
bag limit of one fish per day and 
three in possession. 

Adjustments were made to 
these sections, which except for 
the North Fork of the Clearwater, 
will open for harvest of hatchery 
steelhead this Friday, Oct. 15: 

Clearwater River - Lower (Me-
morial Bridge to Orofino Bridge)

Clearwater River - Upper (Orofi-
no bridge to Confluence of South 
Fork and Middle Fork of the  
Clearwater rivers) 

North Fork Clearwater Riv-
er - (Mouth to Dworshak 
Dam) Note: Reduced bag limit 
takes effect Oct. 15.

Middle Fork Clearwater River - 
(Mouth to Clear Creek) 

South Fork Clearwater River 
Fish and Game biologists esti-

mate that 35,000 to 40,000 steel-
head will return to Lower Gran-
ite Dam, which is the last of four 
Snake River dams the fish cross 
before reaching Idaho. About 
59,000 crossed last year, and the 

F&G Commission reduces bag limits 

for Clearwater River and tributaries
10-year average is about 100,000 
annually.  

“We anticipated this year’s poor 
steelhead return and have been 
working with our Tribal and State 
Fishery Managers to implement 
conservative fisheries throughout 
the Columbia River,”  Fisheries 
Bureau Chief Lance Hebdon said. 

Clearwater River hatchery steel-
head returns are made up of steel-
head that spend one to three years 
in the ocean with females being 
predominantly two and three 
ocean fish. 

“We focus our evaluation of 
broodstock availability for hatch-
ery returns on those females,” 
Hebdon said. “Our current fore-
cast of Clearwater River female 
steelhead returning to trapping lo-
cations is sufficient to meet brood-
stock and provide some steelhead 
for harvest. “ 

Reducing the bag limit is a way 
to provide fishing opportunity 
while ensuring adequate hatchery 
returns. 

“In past seasons with similar 
run sizes, implementing reduced 
daily bag and possession limits 
have resulted in lower angler ef-
fort and reduced harvest, which 
has enabled us to meet hatchery 
broodstock goals,” Hebdon said. 

In September, the Commission 
also reduced the bag limit for 

steelhead anglers to one fish per 
day and three in possession in the 
following river sections. 

Salmon River from its mouth 
to 100 yards downstream of the 
Sawtooth Weir. 

Little Salmon River from its 
mouth upstream to the U.S. High-
way 95 bridge near Smokey Boul-
der road.

Snake River from the Washing-
ton State line at the confluence of 
the Snake and Clearwater Rivers 
upstream to Hells Canyon Dam.

Snake River from Hells Canyon 
Dam to Oxbow Dam.

Clearwater River from its mouth 
upstream to the Memorial Bridge 
of U.S. Highway 12 at Lewiston.

By Jennifer Bruns, Regional Com-
munications Manager

With most general white-tailed 
deer seasons open, hunters are 
reminded that they play a signifi-
cant role in monitoring for chron-
ic wasting disease (CWD) and 
more samples are needed! Idaho 
Fish and Game is hoping to ac-
quire as many samples as possi-
ble to help with monitoring efforts 
in the Clearwater region.

Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) is a slow-moving, fatal 
neurological disease of deer, elk 
and moose. Idaho Fish and Game 
has tested lymph nodes from 

Hunters urged to help monitor 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 

in the Clearwater Region
deer since 1997 looking for CWD. 
Chronic Wasting Disease has not 
been detected in Idaho, but it is 
present in states bordering Idaho. 
Testing samples from deer is the 
first line of defense in monitoring 
Idaho’s wildlife for CWD and hunt-
ers play a vital role in this effort.

Harvested animals can be test-
ed for CWD by collecting the ret-
ropharyngeal lymph nodes, which 
are where much of the infectious 
protein concentrates in infected 
animals. Hunters can collect their 
own samples and either drop 
samples off at a regional office or 
mail the sample into the wild-
life health lab for testing. Clear 
sample baggies can be acquired by 
contacting the regional office.

Wildlife staff is also willing and 
available to collect samples from 
deer heads. In the Clearwater 
region, hunters can drop off 
their deer heads or lymph node 
samples at the regional IDFG of-
fice, 3316 16th St. in Lewiston 
for testing anytime during busi-
ness hours 8 a.m.-5 p.m, Mon-
Fri excluding holidays. Contact 
the Clearwater regional office for 
more information at (208) 799-
5010.

There is no evidence CWD is 
transmissible to humans. Hunters 
wanting to sample their own ani-
mals, should consider simple pre-
cautions when extracting lymph 
nodes from deer, elk or moose.

To learn how to extract the 
lymph nodes, visit the full sto-
ry here: https://idfg.idaho.gov/
press/hunters-urged-help-mon-
i t o r - c h r o n i c - w a s t i n g - d i s -
ease-cwd-clearwater-region.

Wednesday
A slight chance of rain and snow 

before 11 a.m., then a chance of 
rain. Snow level 1600 feet rising to 
3600 feet in the afternoon. Cloudy, 
with a high near 51. Calm wind be-
coming west around 6 mph in the 
afternoon. Chance of precipitation 
is 40%. Little or no snow accumu-
lation expected.

Wednesday Night
A 40 percent chance of rain, 

mainly before midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 34. West 
wind around 5 mph becoming 
light and variable after midnight.

Thursday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

55. South wind 3 to 5 mph.
Thursday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
35.

Friday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

63.
Friday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
41.

Saturday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

68.
Saturday Night

A slight chance of rain after mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 41.

Sunday
A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 

with a high near 62.
Sunday Night

A slight chance of rain. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 34.

Monday
Sunny, with a high near 61.

https://idfg.idaho.gov/conservation/wildlife-health
https://idfg.idaho.gov/conservation/wildlife-health
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