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Clearwater Valley Hospital and 
Clinics, CVHC, St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal and Clinics, SMH, and Koote-
nai Health have entered into a let-
ter of intent to transfer ownership 
of the two critical access hospitals 
from Essentia Health to Koote-
nai Health. CVHC and SMH are 
owned and operated by Essentia 
Health, a non-profit health care 
system. Essentia Health’s other 
facilities are primarily located in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and eastern 
North Dakota.

The Idaho hospitals provide 
outstanding patient care, howev-
er, because they are geographical-
ly remote from Essentia Health’s 
headquarters and other facilities, 
it is hard for them to collaborate 
and coordinate care across the 
Essentia Health System. In Febru-
ary, 2019, with Essentia Health’s 
approval and support, CVHC and 
SMH issued a Request for Propos-
al (RFP) seeking a business rela-
tionship with a health system in 
closer proximity to north-central 
Idaho. 

After careful consideration, 
Kootenai Health was selected to 
partner with CVHC and SMH. 
The three organizations will work 
together over the next several 
months to finalize the terms of the 
partnership, develop a transition 
plan, and seek their respective 
organizational boards’ approval.   
Kootenai Health is committed to 
maintaining the catholic identi-
ty and supporting operations of 
SMH in a manner consistent with 
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its Catholic tradition, including 
compliance with the Ethical and 
Religious Directives for Catholic 
Health Care Services.  The target 
date for this transition is being fi-
nalized, but is anticipated in early 
2020.

Strong regional relationships 
are critical for rural hospitals to 
remain independent and survive. 
Isolation puts rural hospitals at 
risk of closing their doors and 
leaving their communities without 
the health care and employment 
opportunities they need. This part-
nership is intended to strengthen 
health care in north-central Idaho 
and help ensure ongoing, quality 
health care in these communities.

Although details have yet to 
be determined, the intent is for 
CVHC and SMH to retain their 
current structures, boards, and 
leadership. Through Kootenai 
Health, they will gain access to 
needed resources, best practices 
and the opportunity for physi-
cians and clinical staff members 
to work with other providers to 
share information and discuss 
complex cases.

Kootenai Health already has a 
management agreement with Sy-
ringa Hospital in Grangeville, Ida-
ho. This partnership with CVHC 
and SMH will allow additional col-
laboration and service enhance-
ments for all three hospitals and 
clinics throughout the region.

More information on the pro-
posed transition will be made 
available as plans develop.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Cindy O’Brien, Owner and Di-
rector of A to Z Counseling, was 
the guest speaker at the Orofino 
Chamber of Commerce meeting 
Aug. 7. She spoke about the up-
coming Clearwater County branch 
of the Rural Crisis Center Network 
to be available in the near future.
 Chamber members were given a 
brief history of A to Z Counseling, 
which opened in 2004. O’Brien 
states that she and Jason Kessing-
er shared a one room office on 
College Ave. “The business grew 
and we moved several times as we 
served the community, originally 
partnered with a business out of 
Pocatello. Eventually we bought 
them out and later I bought 
Kessinger out, and have been the 
sole owner since 2012.”
 A to Z Counseling moved into 
the old Northside Medical Build-
ing in 2014, where there were 
three separate offices. “We initial-
ly served only those with mental 
health issues, then added a sub-
stance abuse program and a re-
spite program for children with 
severe emotional disturbances for 
parents and caregivers, providing 
a safe place and skilled staff avail-
able to help.
 The facility currently has four 
psychotherapists, two peer sup-
port specialists, as well as family 
support specialists. A case manag-
er helps to connect clients to other 
community resources as needed.
 “When in crisis, people suffer-
ing from mental health/addiction 
issues are typically sent to law en-
forcement or the hospital, shares 
O’Brien. “If centers were in place 
locally which were secure, safe, 
and with skilled professionals to 
de-escalate the situation, the bet-
ter for the client, with less burden 
on law enforcement and the hospi-
tal. While there are crisis centers 
in larger cities with funding for 
medical staff and security, rural 
areas are having to be more cre-
ative and the state has asked pri-
vate facilities to help where they 
can, to utilize existing resources 
for an “on-call” system.
 A to Z Counseling will soon have 
three beds available on an outpa-
tient basis. Clients may stay up to 
23 hours and 59 minutes. This 
is not for residential or inpatient 
purposes. They will have time 
enough to sober up or calm down 
and get help with what needs to be 
done next.
 The program is for adults only. 
O’Brien hopes to eventually open a 
space for adolescents as there is a 
real need for that resource here.
 Calls will come from law en-
forcement or the hospital, if med-
ical treatment is not appropri-
ate. Most of these people are not 
ready for the “fifth floor” and they 
definitely don’t want to end up in 
jail. This is a safe alternative on a 
completely volunteer basis. There 
will be no lockdown and they do 
have the choice to leave. If we feel 
they aren’t safe to leave, law en-
forcement may be involved to help 
them get the help they need.
 “I feel this will be a real asset 
to the community,” said O’Brien. 
This community has often had to 
improvise to come up with solu-
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new crisis center to Chamber 
tions when there isn’t sufficient 
funding. There is no model to fol-
low for this endeavor, we are pio-
neers and may have to adjust as 
we go.
 “Of course, we want to be cham-
pions in breaking the stigma of 
realizing that people who struggle 
with mental health and/or addic-
tion are not doing it by choice. It’s 
not something they signed up for 
and not something they can just 
stop – they need help and that’s 
what we’re here for.” 

Announcements
 Stacie Taylor, Rural Advocate of 
YWCA, announced details for the 
School Supply Drive at the Orofi-
no Teen Center on Aug. 23, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  School supplies 
are still needed, drop off locations 
include the Orofino Post Office, 
P1FCU, Barney’s Harvest Foods, 
The Family Dollar Store, LCCU 
and will be collected until Aug. 16.
 Items most needed include: 
binders, calculators, tab dividers, 
watercolors, backpacks, pencil 
boxes and pouches, No. 2 pen-
cils, crayons, 16 and 24 count, 
glue sticks, rulers with inches and 
metric, erasers, colored pencils, 
compass, protractors, highlight-
ers, scissors, index cards, wide 
and fine-tipped markers, flash 
drives, and black, blue, red and 
erasable pens.
 Senator Crapo will be doing an 
‘unincorporated community’ tour 
to include Ahsahka and Caven-
dish on Sept. 3, at the North Fork 
Cafe located at 56 North Fork 
Drive in Ahsahka. 
 Joe Fairbanks,was in attan-
dance. He is  with Vitalant, a non-
profit organization,  that collects 
blood from volunteer donors and 
provides blood, blood products 
and services across the United 
States. It was founded in 1943 as 
the Salt River Valley Blood Bank 

in Phoenix, AZ.
 Idaho Fish & Game asks to re-
mind the community to watch out 
for tagged Steelhead. Carefully 
examine any steelhead you catch. 
Look for an orange or yellow piece 
of plastic tubing near the dorsal 
fin. Each tag has a unique number 
printed on the tag. Record the tag 
number, river section where you 
caught the fish, and the date you 
caught it. Reporting a tagged fish 
is easy and can be done either on-
line, or by calling us as 1-866-258-
0338.

 Remember: Only hatchery steel-
head with clipped adipose fin may 
be kept. 
 Also from Idaho Fish & Game: 
Potential for anglers to comment on 
the fall Chinook Salmon fishery in 
the Clearwater River regarding the 
Structure of the 2019 Clearwater 
River Fall Chinook Salmon Sea-
son here: https://idfg.idaho.gov/
form/comment-about-structure 
-2019-clearwater-river-fall-chi-
nook- salmon-season. 
 Clearwater County is collect-
ing information from residents 
about their broadband experienc-
es across the City.
 To contribute, please access 
link below, answer the questions 
and then take the Broadband 
Speed Test: http://ed-broadband.
clearwatercounty.org 
 Cynthia Cowell with the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) 
attended Wednesday’s meeting to 
announce the  opening of a crisis 
center at City Hall in Kooskia, to 
help business owners and home 
owners who were affected by the 
flooding in April.
 The next general membership 
meeting for the Orofino Chamber 
of Commerce is Sept. 4, 12 noon 
in the back room of the Pondero-
sa.

By Marcie Stanton
 It is with a broken heart that I 
include my mother’s, Clo Ann Mc-
Nall, obituary in this week’s issue. 
You may recall a previous Life on 
the home front column I wrote 
about her struggling physical 
heart. It took its last beat early in 
the morning of Sunday, Aug. 11, 
at her home, with my sister and I 
by her side.
 She was not only my moth-
er, but one of my best friends, 
business partner, and the grand-
mother and Great GiGi to my kids 
and grandkids.
 “Clo”, as my sisters and I af-
fectionately called her, was small 
in stature but huge in emotional 
strength. She faced adversity in 
her life head on. Often giving her 
family words of advice, she told 
us to never feel bad about crying, 
but to not let our life fall apart, be-
cause we’d end up picking up the 
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mess when our hearts healed.
 So, I will heed her words of 
wisdom as I grieve the loss of my 
beautiful mom. I will continue on, 
doing my best at whatever task 
I’m handed, but forever having 
an empty place in my life that she 
once filled.
 There are too many words and 
stories to completely depict the 
person that my mom was in a 
weekly newspaper. Some of her 
life journey is shared in her obitu-
ary, but just a small portion.
 I don’t know if the front page is 
the proper place for an “editorial” 
such as this, I am new to navigat-
ing a grief this deep.
 So I’ll cry with the rest of my 
family, work hard to keep things 
together through this hard time, 
and live to honor the best moth-
er, business partner and friend 
anyone could ask for. You will be 
forever missed, Mom.

 The 58th annual Wild Weippe 
Rodeo takes place this weekend 
Aug. 17 and 18! So saddle up and 
treat yourself to one of the best lit-
tle rodeos around.
 Festivities kick off with the pa-
rade on Main Street beginning 
at noon on Saturday with Rodeo 
Queen Shelby Bird, Princess Han-
nah VanHook, and Grand Mar-
shals Shelly and Gary Stewart. 
The rodeo begins at 2 p.m. both 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 A cowboy breakfast will be 
served Sunday morning from 7 to 
11 a.m. at the rodeo grounds and 
everyone is invited.
 Other local events not to be 
missed this weekend are the Wild 
Cow Milking contest, Mutton 
Busting, Kids Steer Riding, Lo-
cal Novice Barrels, Team Roping, 
team roping and the “$100 the 
Hard Way” contest.
 For those wondering about en-
tering, a piece of plastic tape is 

Wild Weippe Rodeo, set 

for this weekend, is the 

best little rodeo around
tied to one horn of the bull, before 
being released into the arena, with 
those wishing to participate. Con-
testants see who can remove the 
tape from the horn first for $100.  
 Enjoy the show from the newly 
renovated covered bleachers to 
include a non-alcohol section for 
family enjoyment. 
 This year’s announcer will be 
Gary Rogers. The stock contractor 
is Drew Blessinger with Superior 
Rodeo Company. Give a wave to 
Rob Johnston, this year’s clown 
for the Wild Weippe Rodeo. 
 

By Angel Gehring
   Greetings from the Weippe 
Prairie. The hay is put up in the 
fields, and the weather is turning 
warmer. Now it is time for the Wild 
Weippe Rodeo to look for a Queen 
and Princess to represent our ro-
deo in 2020!
•	 Royalty contestants must 
be between the ages of 14 and 19. 
•	 Royalty contestants must 
live with either a parent or grand-
parent within Clearwater County.
•	 Royalty contestants must 
conduct themselves in a ladylike 
fashion and be of good moral 
character. No smoking, drinking, 
or drugs. 
•	 Royalty contestants must 
never have been married or have 
a child.
•	 Royalty contestants must 
be able to ride their horses in a 
safe, controlled manner.
•	 Royalty contestants and 
their parents must be willing 
to travel to rodeos and parades 
throughout the region, and sell 
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ads for our rodeo program.
•	 Royalty contestants will 
enter the Wild Weippe Rodeo Pa-
rade on Saturday, August 17th. 
They will participate in a contest 
both days of the rodeo. This con-
test will include riding a reigning 
pattern, a grand entry Queen Buzz 
around the arena and an interview 
with our contest judges.
•	 Royalty contestants will 
also help with the Cowboy Break-
fast Sunday morning and sell raf-
fle tickets during the rodeo. 
   Over the years the Wild Weippe 
Rodeo has been privileged to have 
so many wonderful young ladies 
volunteer to represent us and help 
keep our Western Heritage alive. 
We want to thank each contestant 
and her family ahead of time for 
the effort they will put into our 
Royalty Contest.
   We would also like to thank our 
reigning Queen, Miss Shelby Bird, 
and Princess, Miss Hannah Van 
Hook, and both their families for 
the outstanding job they’ve done 
representing the Wild Weippe Ro-
deo throughout 2019.
   Young ladies wishing to partici-
pate should contact Angel Gering 
by phone 208-827-6410 or email 
amgering73@gmail.com.

My mom, Clo Ann McNall, with 
our family’s pug, Angus. They, 
along with her pug, Mary Jane, 
are now reunited in Heaven.

Wednesday Night
Sunny, with a high near 91. 

Light and variable wind.
Thursday

Sunny, with a high near 89. 
Calm wind.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

57.
Friday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
88.

Friday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

57.
Saturday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
90.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

58.
Sunday

Suny, with a high near 92.
Sunday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
58.

Monday
Sunny, with a high near 91.
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