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Tickets on sale now for
CVH Foundation’s 
Moonlight Ball........

Fire at Peck 

destroys 
motorhome, 

other vehicles
By Bruce Lang
 Big Canyon Fire District was 
called out to a motorhome fire on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 3 a.m., just 
west of  downtown Peck off Marion 
Street. Big Canyon responded with 
two fire trucks and six firefighters. 
 As crews arrived they found a 
large cargo truck and a motorhome, 
along with several other vehicles all 
engulfed in flames. Flames lit up the 
valley and were seen as far away as 
Sunnyside Bench Road 
 Outside temperatures at the time 
of the fire were 25 degrees with 
snow falling. It took firefighters over 
an hour to completely knock down 
the flames. Once under control 
firefighters noticed several areas 
where temperatures had become 
high enough to reduce metal to 
streams of liquid metal in several 
areas. 
 The cause of the fire was thought 
to be a propane heater. The only 
resident escaped without any 
injuries.

A fire west of downtown Peck burned a motorhome, several vehicles and a large cargo truck, with flames that 
were visible from Sunnyside Bench Road. Photos by Bruce Lang, Big Canyon Fire District

A farewell procession was escorted by multiple law enforcement agencies for the late Jeff Wilson, retired Orofi-
no Police Chief, who died Feb. 7. The escort, held Friday, Feb. 24, began at the top of Lewiston Hill and traveled 
to Orofino, down Johnson Avenue and to the Best Western Lodge on Main Street. A funeral service for Wilson 
was held at the Orofino High School on Saturday, Feb. 25, along with a Celebration of Life at the Lodge. Photo 
by Nancy Butler

By Lex Christenson
On the morning of Jan. 7, my 

brother Peter (Pete) Christenson, 
of Grangeville, was in a horrible car 
accident in rural Idaho; a head-on 
collision at highway speeds. Pete is 
a physical therapist, graduating from 
the University of Minnesota’s Physi-
cal Therapy program, and was on his 
way to work that day. First respond-
ers brought Pete to the very hospital 
at which he works, where his col-
leagues stabilized him and saved his 
life.

But he was very quickly air-lifted 
to a hospital in Coeur D’Alene due to 
the severe and extensive injuries.

Pete suffered a broken femur in 
several locations, knee bones split 
into separate parts, a broken wrist, 
lacerations across his body, broken 
ribs, a broken nose, fractured orbit-
als, and suffered significant brain 
trauma.

As luck would have it, Pete’s girl-
friend’s mother was visiting Coeur 
D’Alene at the time of the accident 
and was there as he was brought in 
on LifeFlight. 

At the hospital, Pete’s girlfriend, 
Gaea, and her mom spent a frightful 
first few days as doctors performed 
several surgeries on Pete’s broken 
body. All this time Pete had very lit-
tle idea where he was or even knew 
he was injured. Soon thereafter 
Pete’s dad, mom, good friend Will, 
and cousin Brady arrived from out of 
state to help Gaea and her mom.

Pete required 24-hour-a-day ob-
servation at the hospital in that first 

For the love of Pete
week and a half, since the knee sur-
gery was delayed several days for 
swelling to go down. He would forget 
his leg was completely broken, strug-
gle to get out of bed and wake up in 
the middle of the night completely 
lost and scared. His loved ones sat 
by his side through the night and day 
attempting to comfort him and aid 
his brain in recovery. At the worst 
points, they had to remind him over 
a dozen times an hour what had oc-
curred to him. (Luckily, he also for-
got how his Vikings did in the play-
offs).

Pete spent over two weeks in the 
hospital. The staff there were incred-
ible and took very good care of him. 
His first request when he recovered 
consciousness was for a donut. My 
wife and I arrived to help transfer 
and settle Pete to an in-patient re-
hab facility where he has received 
physical, occupational, and speech 
therapy.

Pete has a very challenging road 
ahead. It will be 2+ months before he 
can put weight on his leg, then more 
intense rehab, and the doctors esti-
mate over a year of recovery time. 
The full extent of his brain trauma 

By Duane Wolverton, DVM
Clearwater Valley 
Veterinary Clinic
 Remember him? All Things Bright 
and Beautiful, All Creatures Great 
and Small, the UK veterinarian who 
was a good author.
 He wrote at least three books, but 
at graduation I had never read any. 
So I started and was on the third 
book when (you guessed it), I got a 
phone call way after dark, late winter 
in a downpour. Downed horse, end 
of Deer Creek Road. So I saddled up 
the old F-150 and headed out.
 Back then the road was graveled 
to Dale Cox’s place then it was dirt; I 
should say mud. Drove a couple hun-
dred yards and there’s a Texas gate - 
you know, barbed wire and sticks. So 
I opened it and drove through. Didn’t 
know if there was stock on the other 
side so I stopped and closed the gate.
 I drove another couple hundred 
yards and there’s another gate. So I 
opened and closed and drove to an-
other gate. Finally got to the end of 
the road, and I won’t tell you what I 
found.
 I was disgusted but did the task and 
headed home. Three gates to go. Got 
to the last gate and through it, but in 
closing the gate squeezing the top 
post and pulling the barbed wire, bail 
over…I slipped into the mud. By the 
time I got up I was coated in the stuff.
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Peter Christenson

Wednesday
Patchy fog before 9 a.m. Otherwise, 
mostly sunny, with a high near 42. 
Calm wind becoming west 5 to 8 
mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Areas of fog after 11 p.m. Otherwise, 
increasing clouds, with a low around 
25. West northwest wind 5 to 9 mph 
becoming light and variable.

Thursday
Snow before 2 p.m., then rain. High 
near 42. South southeast wind 5 to 7 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 90%. 
New snow accumulation of less than 
a half inch possible.

Thursday Night
Rain before 8 p.m., then rain and 
snow between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m., 
then snow likely after 11 p.m. Snow 
level 2200 feet lowering to 1200 
feet after midnight. Low around 30. 
Chance of precipitation is 90%. New 
snow accumulation of less than one 
inch possible.

Friday
Snow before 5 p.m., then snow, pos-
sibly mixed with rain. High near 41. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%. New 
snow accumulation of less than a 
half inch possible.

Friday Night
A slight chance of rain and snow be-
fore 8 p.m., then a slight chance of 
snow between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 25.

Saturday
A chance of snow between 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., then a chance of rain af-
ter 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 44.

Saturday Night
Rain and snow likely. Snow level 
1600 feet. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 30.

Sunday
Rain and snow likely. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 44.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain and snow. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 25.

Monday
A chance of rain and snow. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 44.

The 2023 theme for the 
Clearwater County Fair and Orofino 
Lumberjack Days has been selected.   
The theme will be “Blue Skies and 
County Pride.”  

The 74th  annual Orofino 
Lumberjack Days is scheduled for 
Sept. 14-17, 2023.   Meetings will 
begin in April and have been moved 
back to our fourth  Wednesday of 
every month at 6 p.m., at the White 
Pine Building.

Orofino 
Lumberjack Days 

Theme has been 
selected
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