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The Clearwater County Search and Rescue, and K9 Handler Doug
Huffman, are mourning the loss of K9 Kanobi. Kanobi participated in 31 searches from August 2006 to August 2017. Photos and
article are from the Asotin County Search and Rescue Posse page.

A farewell to a beloved
K-9 friend--Kanobi

By Asotin County Search
and Rescue Posse

We wish to offer our deepest
condolences to Clearwater County
Search and Rescue (SAR), and K9
Handler Doug Huffman on their
loss of K9 Kanobi. Both Doug and
Kanobi are outstanding examples
of what SAR work is all about, not
only finding those who are lost but
also teaching and mentoring up
and coming teams.
Doug wrote the following about
Kanobi and his accomplishments:
“Kanobi was born in June of
2005. He died November 17,
2021. He lived to be 16 years, 5
months of age and led a remarkable life for a dog.
Brad, Lisa and I met him at the
Clearwater Humane society when
he was less than three months old.
He and his siblings were awaiting
adoption and Brad wanted a puppy for 4-H. Kanobi became Brad’s
4-H project as Brad taught him
proper dog obedience. The two of
them formed a special bond and
spent many hours together taking
long walks through the woods and
fields in our community.
While Brad and Kanobi focused
on obedience, my time with Kanobi was focused on search and rescue. With help from my children
and others, I taught Kanobi both
on-lead tracking and off-leash
area search. He was trained in cadaver, articles, water and more.

Six-day weather
forecast

One of Kanoibi’s biggest accomplishments was on April 2, 2011.
We were searching for a missing
elderly woman in Kamiah. Much
of the town had been searched
without success, when Kanobi
picked up a scent at the edge of
the Clearwater River. He didn’t
like swimming, and the river was
raging that day, but he carefully
walked out on a log that protruded into the Clearwater River and
sniffed the air currents. Based
on Kanobi’s behavior, I could tell
there was something in the water, but he couldn’t get any closer
without placing himself in serious
danger. I marked the spot with an
orange ribbon with a note written
on the ribbon.
Four days later, after the river
level dropped, the Idaho State police found a green garden cart in
the river at the end of the log Kanobi had been on. The garden cart
was identified as belonging to the
missing woman’s grandson. Eventually the grandson confessed to
wheeling the woman’s body to the
river and dumping her and the
garden cart in the river. The woman’s body was later found many
miles downstream. Thus Kanobi
had helped find evidence that later
resulted in criminal charges.
Kanobi and I were flown into
the Idaho backcountry via helicopter on three separate occasions to search in remote areas of
Clearwater and Idaho Counties.
The last time we did that was in
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Wednesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near
44. Light and variable wind.
Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 29. Light and variable
wind becoming southeast around
6 mph after midnight.
Thanksgiving Day
Mostly cloudy, with a high near
46. Southeast wind around 6
mph.
Thursday Night
A 40 percent chance of rain.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
38.
Friday
Rain likely, mainly after 11 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 49.
Chance of precipitation is 60%.
New precipitation amounts of less
than a tenth of an inch possible.
Friday Night
A chance of rain, mainly before
11p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 39.
Saturday
A slight chance of rain before
11a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 53.
Saturday Night
A slight chance of rain. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 39.
Sunday
Partly sunny, with a high near
56.
Sunday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around
37.
Monday
Partly sunny, with a high near
53.
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Steelhead from the North Fork of the Clearwater River. Photo by Joe DuPont

Changes to the Steelhead
seasons starting in 2022
By Joe DuPont,
Fisheries Regional Manager
Fish and Game Commission
met on Nov. 16 to set seasons and
limits for Idaho’s fisheries for the
next three years (2022-2024). The
commission approved a variety
of changes to fisheries across the
state including changes to some
of our steelhead seasons. In addition, because this season’s steelhead return is down, they also
modified the 2022 spring season
(starting on Jan. 1) to ensure we
make broodstock needs. In this
blog I will share with you the
changes the commission made
to the steelhead seasons and why
they made them. This blog is fairly long, so if you are only interested in certain aspects of Idaho’s
steelhead fisheries, scroll down
through the headers and read
what is of interest to you. The
changes the commission made
for the next three years are listed
first, and towards the end I discuss what additional changes are
in store for just the spring season
of 2022.
Clearwater River Basin
(2022-2024)
As many of you may recall, we
have been talking about potential
changes to the steelhead seasons
and limits in the Clearwater River

basin for some time now. Because
we knew changes to this fishery
would be controversial, we took
a different approach and utilized
a working group, represented by
people who would be influenced
by changes to this fishery, to help
guide the process. This working
group developed two steelhead
proposals that were presented to
the public asking which one they
preferred most. I suspect many
of you are familiar with these two
proposals as I know most of you
had an opportunity to comment
on them.
As a refresher, the two proposals people voted on were:
People were given an opportunity to comment on these proposals
in a variety of way.
Anglers who bought a salmon
or steelhead permit during the
last five years and provided their
email address received an email
invitation to an online survey. This
was sent to about 35,000 people.
The same survey was also set
up on the IDFG website and was
open to anybody who wanted to
participate.
Three public meetings were
held (two in Lewiston and one in
Orofino).
We received 2,264 responses
about the two steelhead propos-

als. About 85% of the people who
responded were Idaho residents.
Additionally, 89% of the responses
we received came from the e-mail
invitation survey, 10% came from
the open website survey, and 1%
came from public meetings.
The figure below shows how
people responded to this survey.
I did not include the results from
the public meetings in this figure
because they represented just a
small percent of the responses
and because the vast majority of
people who attended the public
meetings had already commented through the E-mail Survey or
Open Website Survey. When we
combined all the responses from
these two surveys, more people
(9% more) preferred Proposal
Package 2 over Proposal Package
1.
We also looked at whether the
responses changed based on if
the respondents were Idaho residents or not and how frequently
they fished the Clearwater River.
Interestingly, regardless of how we
broke the data out, more people
preferred Proposal 2. For this reason, the IDFG staff recommended
to the commission to adopt steelhead seasons and limits in Pro(See.....Changes
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Chronic Wasting Disease detected
in two Idaho mule deer

By Roger Phillips,
Public Information Supervisor

Two mule deer bucks harvested
during October in the Slate Creek
drainage near Lucile in Idaho
County tested positive for Chronic
Wasting Disease (CWD), according
to Idaho Fish and Game. Under
Fish and Game’s CWD strategic
plan, both hunters have been notified that their bucks tested positive.
Although CWD has been known
to exist in the Western United
States for over 40 years, this is
the first time animals in Idaho
have tested positive for the disease, which is fatal to deer, elk,
moose and caribou. The Idaho
Fish and Game Commission has
been notified, as well as the Idaho Department of Agriculture, the
Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.
Samples from the diseased
mule deer were tested at the Colorado State University Veterinary
Diagnostic Lab and are being verified by the National Veterinary
Services Laboratories in Ames,
Iowa.
Anyone hunting in Unit 14 is
encouraged to have any harvested deer or elk tested. To sample
for CWD, lymph node tissue from
fresh or frozen harvested heads
are extracted. Meat or muscle
tissue cannot be used to test for
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CWD.
Fish and Game will continue to supply more information as it becomes avail-

able.

Visit

idfg.idaho.gov/cwd

(See....Chronic Wasting Disease
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This map shows the area where CWD was found in two mule deer
bucks.
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