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By Chris Allen
After a very successful event in 

2020, the Bald Mountain Triath-
lon is back for its second year. It is 
an opportunity for physical activi-
ty, encouraging triathlon as a sport 
and athletic outlet, and showcase 
this beautiful place in Clearwater 
County and the best little ski hill 
in Idaho – Bald Mountain! 

The off-road race takes place in 
the scenic and natural Clearwater 
Mountains near Pierce. It is a 
short, but difficult course and the 
most beautiful race you will ever 
participate in.
•	 Start with a 300 yard swim in 

Deer Creek Reservoir.
•	 Then ride your bike  12.5 miles 

on old logging roads, Off road 
trails, and along an abandoned 
railroad grade through the for-
est back onto gravel roads to 
the base of Bald Mountain Ski 
Area. 

•	 Lastly we run 2.2 miles around 
the ski area perimeter and fin-
ish at the Bald Mountain Ski 
Lodge. 

SIGN UP at https://www.active.
com/pierce-id/triathlon/races/
bald-mountain-triathlon-2021
The entry fees is the same low 

cost as a lift ticket at Bald Moun-
tain - $20. You cannot beat that 
price at any other triathlon. There 
is also the option of making a team 
of 2-3 people of any age and gen-
der for $50. Participants receive a 

Bald Mountain Triathlon 
planned for Aug. 8

Orofino Celebrations Inc. (OCI) 
members will be holding their 
monthly meeting Tuesday, July 27, 
at 6 p.m. at the White Pine Build-
ing. Plans are moving forward with 
Orofino Lumberjack Days to be 
held Sept. 15-19.  The Clearwater 
Tribune will be taking pictures 
for this year’s Lumberjack Days 
tab, so all OCI board members 
and directors are encouraged to 
attend the meeting.

The theme this year is “Sweet 
Delights and Carnival Lights.”

Orofino Celebrations 
Inc. meeting July 27

Orofino Lumberjack volunteers--Thank you to these young ladies for volunteering to help Tammy 
Gilmer and Orofino Lumberjack Days, by putting up the posters advertising Lumberjack Days.  They 
ran out of posters, so if your business didn’t get one on Thursday, the girls will be back out again, 
when the additional copies are done. Shown (l to r) are: Ashlynn Forest, daughter of Mike Forest 
and Rachel Crider; Jenna Smathers, daughter of Ryan Smathers and Crystal Willis; and Reece Deyo, 
daughter of Matt and Stephanie Deyo. Photo by Tammy Gilmer

Suzy and David Kludt

David and Suzy Kludt 

Memorial Golf Tournament
Mark Saturday, August 7th on 

your TO DO list for the DAVID 

and SUZY KLUDT MEMORI-

AL GOLF TOURNAMENT at the 
Orofino Golf Course. The first ball 
is usually sliced at 9 a.m. so be 
there a bit before that to get signed 
in. You are responsible for your 
own green fees and cart, plus we 
all throw $15.00 in the Red Felt 
Hat which goes toward the David 
Kludt Scholarship which the As-

sociated Logging Contractors pass 
along to a deserving young person 
each year.

Since last year’s tournament 
was canceled, it is mandatory you 
have TWICE the fun as usual! If 
you have questions (easy ones 
only) you can give Galen a call at 
208 553 6207. As usual, Randy 
Lee and Craig Gilmer will enter-
tain everyone with some live mu-
sic.

t-shirt and goody bag.
JOIN US for a run-through of all 

or a portion of the race on Sunday, 
July 25. For anyone signed up or 
considering participating in the 
race, or anyone wanting to go on 
a nice mountain bike ride, meet 
at the junction of Grangemont 
Road and Highway 11 at 8:30 a.m. 
Bring your bike and your bike hel-
met! We will then place vehicles at 
the beginning and end of the bike 
route.
THANKS to our committed spon-

sors so far – AVISTA, Black Rifle 
Coffee, Folletts Mtn Sports, Ida-
ho Central Credit Union, Phased 
Innovations,  Riverside Physi-
cal Therapy, Edward Jones, Elk 
Snout, HUB International, Les 
Schwab Tires & Lewis Clark Cred-
it Union!
Please contact Ann Lima 612-

360-4122 or Chris Allen 208-827-
0845 if you have questions, are 
looking for volunteer opportuni-
ties or sponsorship information.

By Elizabeth Morgan
City Council members approved 

the letter drafted by Clearwater 
County Economic Development 
Specialist Chris St. Germaine, re-
sponding to the Columbia Basin 
Initiative proposed by Congress-
man Simpson, at the Orofino City 
Council meeting held July 13. The 
letter has also been endorsed by 
the Clearwater County Commis-
sioners.

Several months ago, the City 
received a request from the Port 
of Lewiston to endorse their let-
ter opposing Simpson’s concept 
to breach the Lower Snake River 
Dams. At their regular meeting on 
April 27, council members agreed 
that they would like to draft their 
own letter to be more specific to 
Orofino’s concerns with the pro-
posal.

St. Germaine has a clear un-
derstanding of the economical im-

The bottom line is fish 
are important to us

pacts a shortened or closed fish-
ery season has on the community. 
She also traveled to Washington 
D.C. with the Idaho Wildlife Feder-
ation, fishing outfitters, and Idaho 
Outfitters and Guides Associa-
tion to meet with Representatives 
Simpson and Fulcher, Senators 
Risch and Crapo and staff, as well 
as the staff for Washington’s Rep-
resentative Dan Newhouse.

In the letter approved by the 
council, St. Germaine identifies 
the $8 million revenue lost to the 
hospitality sector due to the clo-
sure of the steelhead season in 
December 2019.

Another significant contribution 
to the local economy is logging 
and wood resources and recre-
ation-based businesses. “This 
deep connection to natural re-
sources for economic sustainabili-
ty is relevant because for decades, 
our community has been at the 
mercy of federal regulation, pol-
icy, and process,” stated St. Ger-
maine.

She continued with, “Locally, 
perception of the initiative is that 
it was developed in a vacuum 
without local insight or opportu-
nity for local input.”

Orofino City Council and 
Clearwater County Commission-
ers urge Simpson’s office to:

•	 Convene regional working 
groups to engage and include 
business and elected leaders in 
the discussion of how and what 
actions make sense to facilitate 
sustainability in the Columbia 
River anadromous fishery.

•	 Encourage and support poli-
cies, legislation and actions that 
result in meaningful anadro-
mous fishery recovery.

•	 Facilitate the implementation of 
functional recovery of the river 
system ecology by reducing the 
massive levels of predation cur-
rently limiting Smolt to Adult 
Return rates to sustainable lev-
els.

•	 Include strategic and equitable 
action plans that factor in all 
available resources in the Co-
lumbia River System fisheries 
management portfolio to sus-
tain population viability. 

   “We pledge to respond willingly 
and thoughtfully in the develop-
ment of an equitable, honest, open 
and strategic solutions driven dis-
cussion with all affected commu-
nities whose economies are intrin-
sically tied to the health of salmon 
and steelhead populations.” 

Sanitation service
rates to increase

The current Consumer Price In-
dex or CPI, from May 2020 to May 
2021 is 4.7 percent. Simmons 
Sanitation Service Inc. is request-
ing a 4.7 percent increase to the 
base rate on both residential and 
commercial contracts. 

Departmental reports
Administrator Ryan Smathers 

informed the council that funding 
to construct the sand volleyball 
court was approved by the Blue 
Cross Community Transforma-

Wednesday
A 30 percent chance of showers 

and thunderstorms before noon. 
Some of the storms could produce 
gusty winds. Sunny, with a high 
near 94. West wind 5 to 9 mph.

Wednesday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

57. West northwest wind 5 to 10 
mph, with gusts as high as 18 
mph.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 90. West 

northwest wind around 7 mph.
Thursday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
55.

Friday
Sunny, with a high near 95.

Friday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

57.
Saturday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
97.

Saturday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

60.
Sunday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
97.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

60.
Monday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
96.

By Elizabeth Morgan
Clearwater County Emergen-

cy Management Coordinator Don 
Gardner provided an update on 
the Disaster Declaration for the 
wildfires at Monday’s Board of 
Clearwater County Commission-
ers’ meeting. On Wednesday, July 
14, the Clearwater County Com-
missioners declared a disaster 
due to the wildland fires in the 
county and surrounding areas. 
These fires have consumed air 
resources used for daily emergen-
cy response and no air resources 
are available to support any new 
calls for response. Currently our 
Back County Medics have no air 
resource to respond with. 

The county applied for air as-
sets and were denied. Idaho De-
partment of Lands (IDL) has re-
ceived all of the air assets for this 
area, to include two Blackhawk 
Helicopters at the Lewiston Air-
port. It was indicated that they 
didn’t believe support was pos-
sible and if it was, it would be a 
cost of $500,000 every two weeks, 
of which the county is responsible 
for half of that amount. The coun-

County Emergency Management 
update on wildfire disaster declaration

ty cannot afford one-half million 
dollars every month for the next 
couple of months, so that concept 
has been dropped.

If the county wishes to file an-
other declaration for the new fires 
and new threats, it will have to be 
done separately, due to the last 
declaration asking for air assets 
only.

The county has not yet been in-
cluded in the State’s Disaster Dec-
laration, this doesn’t provide what 
the county is asking. The county 
is seeking support and there are 
at least another two months of fire 
season remaining.

Every year the county receives a 
grant through the State Homeland 
Security Program, (SHSP) ap-
proximately $25,359. However, it 
is dispersed with more and more 
restrictions as to how the money 
is spent.

Twenty-five percent of the grant 
must be used for law enforcement, 
seven and one-half percent must 
go to domestic violent extremism, 
(with the recent conclusion that 
there are certain groups to be 
extreme nationally), and another 

seven and one-half percent to be 
spent on cyber - the State of Idaho 
requires that money to be spent on 
enhancing cyber security, enhanc-
ing the protection of soft targets, 
largely focused on schools, en-
hancing information sharing and 
intelligence. There is a diffusion 
center which would take the coun-
ty’s money in the past, in order to 
participate. Combating domestic 
violent extremism is required by 
the state, but with a project to be 
determined, indicating they are 
still unsure of how to do this.

The county already has a diffu-
sion center for the State of Idaho 
to watch groups and coordinate 
information. In order to address 
emerging threats the money goes 
to Idaho’s special teams, such as 
the bomb squad, Hazmat, etc.

Gardner stated he was respon-
sible to apply  goals and funds to 
this money as soon as possible.

Finding ways to supplement law 
enforcement was not a problem, 
stated Gardner, law enforcement 
could encompass any of the above 
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