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In case you don’t “gnome” what’s 
happening around State Hospi-
tal North...State Hospital North 
(SHN) staff aren’t afraid of some 
friendly competition.

The SHN Health and Well-
ness Committee have partnered 
with Employee Recognition and 
are hosting the first “Decorate a 
Gnome” competition. Various de-
partments have been partnered to 
compete in the competition; they 
are tasked with turning the ordi-
nary landscaping shrubs on the 
SHN grounds into gnomes.   

Gnome contest at SHN raises 

money for United Way

“Shrub Gnomes” helped raise money at State Hospital North for the United Way Charitable giving 
campaign.

This is not the first time that 
SHN staff have wagered in some 
friendly competition. 

In 2020, SHN raised $1,205 for 
the state’s United Way Charitable 
giving campaign.  This fundraiser 
was conducted in a similar fash-
ion, where staff were assigned to 
teams, each team contributed a 
basket to be drawn. The competi-
tion: to see whose basket brought 
in the most tickets. One team has 
been the reigning champion for 
two years running.   

In 2021, the drawing raised 

$2,328 for United Way. It’s safe to 
say that SHN staff have a whole 
lotta heart and aren’t afraid of a 
little healthy competition.  They’ve 
been “gnome” to have a little fun!

Interested community members 
are welcome to come to the SHN 
grounds to see the gnomes. 

By Chris St. Germaine
Chris St. Germaine, current 

Clearwater County Economic De-
velopment Director (CCED, has 
an opportunity to join the private 
sector. St. Germaine announced 
this week that Diane Hairston will 
become the new CCED Director.

Hairston’s family has owned 
and operated both Hairston 
Farms – raising and selling game 
birds throughout the northwest, 
and Little Canyon Shooting – of-
fering hunting and lodge accom-
modations in Peck, Idaho, for over 
25 years.   

Hairston is 

new Director 

of Economic 

Development

Idaho airports to 
receive $17.3 million 

from Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law
The U.S. Department of Trans-

portation’s Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) will award an 
estimated $17.3 million to Idaho’s 
35 airports from funding made 
available by the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law. The money can be 
invested in runways, taxiways, 
safety and sustainability projects, 
as well as terminal, airport-transit 
connections and roadway proj-
ects. This is the first of five annual 
rounds of funding Idaho airports 
will receive. 

Twenty-nine reliever and gener-
al aviation airports across Idaho 
are estimated to receive funding 
during the first year of the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law. For 
an interactive map and listing of 
funding for all Idaho airports, visit 
https://www.faa.gov/bil/airport-in-
frastructure. 

The money comes from the 
Airport Infrastructure Grant pro-

Wednesday
Rain likely, mainly before 11 

a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 41. South wind 3 to 6 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Wednesday Night
Rain likely, mainly after 11 p.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
34. South southeast wind 5 to 7 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 
60%.

Thursday
Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 40. South wind around 
7 mph becoming west southwest 
in the afternoon. Winds could gust 
as high as 28 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 70%.

Thursday Night
Rain and snow likely before 8 

p.m., then snow likely between 8 
p.m. and 2 a.m., then rain and 
snow likely after 2 a.m.. Snow lev-
el 1900 feet lowering to 1200 feet. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
31. Chance of precipitation is 
70%. New snow accumulation of 
less than a half inch possible.

Friday
Rain and snow likely before 8 

a.m., then snow between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., then rain and snow 
after  2 p.m. High near 39. Chance 
of precipitation is 80%. New snow 
accumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.

Christmas Eve
Rain and snow, becoming all 

snow after 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 29.

Christmas Day
Snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 37.
Saturday Night

Snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 25.

Sunday
Snow likely. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 32.
Sunday Night

Snow likely. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 20.

Monday
Snow likely. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 27.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Idaho’s redistricting commis-
sion approved new legislative and 
congressional maps last month.
 Our current district, Idaho 
Legislative District 7 has encom-
passed Clearwater, Idaho, and 
Shoshone counties as well as a 
portion of Bonner County since 
2012.
 We are currently represented 
by Senator Carl Crabtree of Gran-
geville, and House Representa-
tives, Priscilla Giddings of White 
Bird, and Charlie Shepherd of 
Riggins. 
 But that will all change as the 
new district boundaries are estab-
lished, and initially implemented 
with the primary elections on May 
17, 2022. 
 For Clearwater County, we will 

Clearwater County will soon be part of District 2, to include Be-
newah, Kootenai, Shoshone counties, as well as the southeastern 
corner of Bonner County.

Our current district, Idaho Legislative District 7 has encompassed 
Clearwater, Idaho, and Shoshone counties as well as a portion of 
Bonner County since 2012.

With growth, 

comes change
soon be part of District 2, to in-
clude Benewah, Kootenai, Sho-
shone counties, as well as the 
southeastern corner of Bonner 
County. It will be interesting to see 
how the change encompasses both 
rural and urban demographics. 
 Legislative District 2 is current-
ly represented by Senator Steve 
Vick, from Dalton Gardens, who 
assumed office in 2012. House 
Representatives for District 2 are 
Vito Barbieri, from Dalton Gar-
dens, and Doug Okuniewicz, from 
Hayden.
 At this time, it is uncertain who 
our Legislative District represen-
tatives will be. Those interested 
must file for candidacy between 
Feb. 28 and Mar. 11 to be placed 
on the ballot in the primary elec-
tions in May of 2022.

(See.....Hairston is new Director
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Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Dec. 21
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
  59
  51
  38
  46
  46
  43
  35 

Min.
42
31
24
29
33
32
29

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Dec. 13
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Min.
  35 
  30 
  28 
  31 
  27 
  29 
  35 

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Max.
  42
  41 
  34 
  36 
  35 
  47 
  44

Last Week’s 
Weather

By Elizabeth Morgan
 An ad hoc committee created 
at the Nov. 23 council meeting, 
reviewed four applications sub-
mitted in the Request for Qual-
ifications (RFQ) for future engi-
neering services in the city. It was 
announced at the Orofino City 
Council meeting held Dec. 14, 
(with Jennifer Dunaway serving as 

Diane Hairston

Council to 
remain with JUB 

Engineering

(See.....Council to remain
pg 11A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Michelle Bly with TD&H En-
gineering met with Clearwater 
County Commissioners and Rudy 
Knapik, Road and Bridge Supervi-
sor Dec. 20, to provide an update 
since her last visit with the com-
missioners, Chris St. Germaine 
and Bart Cochran, Founder and 
Executive Director for LEAP, who 
attended via teleconference call. 
At that time they had discussed 

Commissioners receive 

update on potential 

funding for Westgate
proceeding with a grant applica-
tion for design and construction 
of affordable housing on property 
behind Westgate Addition.
 “As we began to put the pieces 
together, we realized we weren’t 
doing a good job, and we wanted 

(See.....Commissioners receive
pg 9A)
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