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By Elizabeth Morgan
 City Council members faced a 
busy agenda for Aug. 25. Under 
Petitions, Appeals, Applications, 
and Communications, a letter in 
reference to the City of Orofino’s 
Forgone Tax Accrual was received 
from Don Gardner. and distrib-
uted to council members, recom-
mending the council not to use the 
Forgone Tax Accrual method now 
or in the future.
 Gardner stated concern in the 
city using the method to hold 
onto money in a virtual savings 
account. He added that under the 
forgone tax provision, conserva-
tive budgeting can hurt taxpayers.
 “Taxpayers are on the hook 
for this money sometime in the 
future,” wrote Gardner. “it never 
goes away. Accruing forgone mon-
ey for possible future use is an in-
centive that looks good by leaving 
tax money on the table but it can 
be grabbed up later, hurting the 
taxpayers.”
 Gardner went on to explain, 
“This is not a virtual savings ac-
count for the city, but money held 
by the taxpayer until the city col-
lects the Forgone amount from 
them. This is a ticking time bomb 
for taxpayers. Taxes should be fair 
and predictable.”
  Public hearings 
 Forgone Tax Accrual - The 
city’s initial intentions were to 
provide relief, as many families 
and businesses were hit hard fi-
nancially this year due to the pan-
demic.
 Councilman Mark Swayne 
asked if he was correct in his un-
derstanding that the city could re-
instate the tax increase in the fu-
ture and at some point residents 
would face a six percent increase 
for the money to be reclaimed.
 Once confirmed, there was a 
brief silence, perhaps others were 
silently calculating what a six per-
cent increase in taxes would look 
like in their situation.
 Councilwoman Jennifer Dun-
away asked how to do away with 
the residents having to pay it 
back. “Can we do that?”
 City Administrator Ryan Sma-
thers stated this was the first time 
in his recollection, that the city 
has ever waived the annual in-
crease.
 Other members showed sup-
port. They agreed that this council 
was against collecting the $36,424 
from residents. But what about 
future councils? Would they recall 
the sacrifices so many endured?
 The council agreed to table the 
item until more information could 
be gathered. The city will contact 
the Association of Idaho Cities 
(AIC) to learn more about elim-
inating the repayment of the for-
gone taxes in order to make the 
decision at the next regular coun-
cil meeting.  
 Orofino Fire Department Cost 

City tables forgone 
tax accrual for 

more information
Recovery Program - City Ordi-
nance 809 establishes a new cost 
recovery fee for the Orofino Fire 
Department. The intent is to re-
cover actual costs from the indi-
vidual(s) insurance and not from 
the individual(s) themselves.  
 Sanitation Fee Increase for 
Commercial Services only - Fees 
are being increased by five percent 
to reflect actual costs associated 
with program operations through 
Simmons Sanitation. 
 FY 2019-20 Budget Amend-
ment in the amount of $242,239 
- The amendment to the Oct. 1 to 
Sept. 30, 2020 fiscal year budget 
by appropriating funds (grants 
and carryover) received by the 
City of Orofino.
 FY 2021 Proposed Budget in 
the amount of $7,925,555 to de-
fray the expenses and liabilities of 
the City of Orofino.
 Smathers noted that of the 
$7,925,555 proposed budget, 
$1,453,760 was received in grant 
money recently allocated to be in-
cluded in the budget. Otherwise, 
without Economic Development  
Specialist, Chris St. Germaine’s 
recent confirmation of the $1.1 
million award to build fiber optic 
lines in the area for service that      
was previously non-existent, this 
year’s budget would have been 
just under three percent less than 
last year’s budget. 
 With the exception of the letter 
from former Councilmember Don 
Gardner regarding the forgone tax 
accrual, there were no written or 
verbal comments or testimony 
submitted in favor, opposed, or 
neutral in any of the above public 
hearings.
 Under Petitions, Appeals, Appli-
cations, and Communications was 
a request from Allison Dorland, 
owner  of the Shot Glass, for per-
mission to close a part of College 
Avenue from the trestle to Main 
Street on Saturday during the 4-H 
livestock auction, set for Sept.19 
in the arena area.
 Dorland would like to place a 
stage at the intersection of Col-
lege and Wisconsin with live mu-
sic to play throughout the day, 
along with a beer garden located 
where the Chamber of Commerce 
typically sets up their beer garden 
during fair days. Dorland stated 
she was well aware of the city’s 
regulations and concerns in serv-
ing alcohol next to the City Park 

A helicopter could be seen dipping water out of the Clearwater River near Dworshak Fish Hatchery in 
an effort to help douse a wildfire near Orofino on Sunday, Aug. 30. The Whitetail Loop Fire destroyed 
two houses and caused several residents to evacuate their homes. According to Idaho Department of 
Lands the fire started around 4 p.m. A helitack crew, multiple engines and air support were on scene 
fighting the fire. A Type 3 team was called in to assist. The cause of the fire is still under investigation. 
Photo by Coleen Jones, Onyx Photography

Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 92. 

Calm wind becoming west 5 to 9 
mph in the morning.

Wednesday Night
Clear, with a low around 57. 

West wind 5 to 8 mph becoming 
calm in the evening.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 93. 

Calm wind.
Thursday Night

Clear, with a low around 58.
Friday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
99.

Friday Night
Clear, with a low around 61.

Saturday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

97.
Saturday Night

Clear, with a low around 58.
Sunday

Sunny, with a high near 93.
Sunday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
56.

Labor Day
Sunny, with a high near 90.

 Both Doris Lougee Gould and 
Doug Lacey, of Orofino, were diag-
nosed with cancer one week apart 
and both are undergoing chemo-
therapy. A Fun Run fundraiser for 
the couple will take place from a 
designated area outside of Cardiff 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 9 a.m, 
Follow the signs and balloons to 
the sign up area. All proceeds will 
go to Doris and Doug to help offset 
medical costs.
 There are several areas for Fun 
Run participants to off load, be-
ginning at Hollywood Juction, to 
the sign in area. All participants 
will be required to sign in.
 Costs are: T-shirts $20; Dust 
Buffs $10; Sign in $5.00 Dona-
tion; 50/50 Raffle Tickets $1 each 
or $5 for 6. Donations can be 
made at LCCU.
 This ride will be approximate-
ly 40 miles round trip and will 
accommodate all Side-by-Side 
widths, ATV’s and Motorcycles. 
 If you have any questions you 
can call Tracy Lubke at 208-818-
4234 after 4 P.M.

Fun Run for 
Doris Lougee 

Gould and 
Doug Lacey

By Elizabeth Morgan
 It was a peaceful Sunday after-
noon, Aug. 30, when fire tones 
rang out around 4 p.m. to sum-
mon all hands on deck to the be-
ginning of what we know now as 
the Whitetail Loop Fire just east of 
Old Ahsahka Grade.
 Steep terrain and narrow, wind-
ing roads not only inhibited ac-
cess to the blaze, but the ability 
to fight the fire as well. Add a lit-
tle wind and a small fire expands 
rapidly, from 50 to almost 500 
acres, claiming two homes, and 
threatening dozens of others. New 
Hope subdivision is not directly 
threatened at this time.
 Responding agencies include 
Clearwater-Potlatch Timber Pro-
tective Association (C-PTPA), the 
Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) 
and rural fire departments. Crews 
established a division structure to 
organize and gain more resources 
to get a handle on the fire. A Type 
III Incident Management Team 
was called in to assist.
 A helitack crew, multiple en-
gines and air support continued 
to battle the blaze.
 In addition to bringing in more 
support and working around the 
clock, cooler temperatures and 
Monday night’s rain aided in fire 
suppression efforts. Crews made 
substantial gains on lining the fire 
perimeter with both hand and 
dozer line. With more than 140 
personnel assigned to the fire, 

Whitetail Loop fire burns two 
homes, mapped at 450 acres

ground forces were able to accom-
plish more than 1.75 miles of line. 
The acreage is currently mapped 
at 450 acres but is subject to 
change as more precise GPS read-
ings come in from on the ground 
forces.
 The following roads remain 
closed for firefighter and public 
safety as of press time Tuesday: 
Whitetail Loop, Old Ahsahka 
Grade, Turkey Run, and Summit 
View. 
 Big Eddy Marina and Viewpoint 
Road are now open to the public.
 A local IDL Type III Incident 
Management Team (IMT) as-
sumed command of the fire Aug. 
31. Activities will be a continua-
tion of the ground crews cutting 
in and re-enforcing fire line and 
plumbing with fire hose to bring 
in water along the fire’s edge. Avia-
tion resources will be available for 
water drops today to cool interior 
heat so that crews can safely ac-
cess further in from the fire’s pe-
rimeter.
 All residents who have been 
evacuated will remain so until 
contacted by the Clearwater Coun-
ty Sheriff.
 At this time structure damage 
assessments are underway with 
the assistance of the Clearwater 
County Sheriff and the Idaho State 
Fire Marshall’s office.
 The IMT appreciates the public’s 
patience as additional resources 
arrive and the organization gets 
established. Additional updates 
will be posted to the Idaho Depart-
ment of Lands Fire Information 
page https://www.facebook.com /
IDLFireInfo/ and Inciweb: https://
inciweb.nwcg. gov/incident/7122/
Red Cross helps those evacuated 
find lodging
 Autumn Gibson with the Ameri-
can Red Cross out of Moscow, has 
been the contact person for those 
evacuated due to road closure or 
in need of shelter due to the fire.
 Currently the Helgeson Hotel 
has provided rooms and holding 
other rooms in case they may be 
needed. Other local lodging facili-
ties have been notified in the event 
that more families may need tem-
porary housing.
 “We didn’t know how many peo-

ple may need housing at the time,” 
shared Gibson. “We have been in 
contact with the Fire Chief and it 
was estimated that it may be an-
other couple nights before resi-
dents may return to their homes. 
Approximately 30 homes have 
been evacuated.”
 Interesting to note, Gibson was 
first employed with the American 
Red Cross for this region in 2015, 
a year to long be remembered by 
those who lived through it. She 
said that watching our communi-
ty take action and come together, 
played a big part in her decision to 
continue to do what she does. She 
sends out a big “Thank you” to all 
who have helped to make a differ-
ence.”

4-H Small Animal & 

Horse Show Results.....

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Trustees of Clearwater County 
Free Library District (CCFLD) met 
face to face in Weippe, and virtu-
ally via Zoom Aug. 25, to review 
the upcoming contract between 
the district library and Clearwater 
Memorial Public Library (CMPL).
 Questions were raised regard-
ing the closure of CMPL during 
the pandemic and whether or not 
it would impact the amount of 
money distributed to CMPL.
 Cleo Castellanos, Director for 
CMPL explained that even though 
the doors were not open, many 
of the services were still offered,   
such as curbside service, Craft 
kits and activities for children 
to do at home, story time via the 
website, and a posting of all new 
books and audiobooks received 
for patrons to check out. Circula-
tion remains steady. Castellanos 
also stated that majority of the 
patrons are elderly and at greater 
risk.

New library 

contract in 

progress

(See...........Library contract

pg 16A)
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