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Bald Mountain invites you!
By Elizabeth Morgan

One of the best kept 
secrets in the region 
- Bald Mountain Ski 
Area has 140 acres of 
skiable terrain with 21 
named runs, designed to 
accommodate skiers of all 
abilities. located ten miles 
northwest of Pierce in Clear-
water County, the area first 
opened 59 years ago in January 
of 1960, with a cotton rope tow 
powered by a gasoline engine. 

Expert and beginner terrains 
account for about 30 percent 
each, leaving the remaining 40 
percent for those of Intermedi-
ate levels.

The Clearwater Mountains re-
ceive an annual average of 100 
inches a year.

“We love our powder,” ex-
claims Chris St. Germaine. 
“Over half of Bald Mountain’s 
headwalls are left in powder. 
The vertical drop is 860 feet. We 
have a rope tow and a T bar to 
transport skiers to higher eleva-

tions.”
Warm up or get a bite to eat at 

the day lodge. Stop by the rental 
shop for skiing and snowboard-
ing equipment.

Ask about group packages. 
Punch cards can be purchased 
for three, five, or ten days. Sea-
son passes are also available 
and lessons are free! 

There is no charge for bus 
service from Orofino to the Bald 
Mountain Ski Area. The Orofino 
bus will stop to pick-up skiers 
in the morning at Barney’s at 
7:45 a.m. and Orofino Market-
place at 8 a.m. 

The return bus will arrive at 
the Orofino Marketplace at ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. and Bar-

ney’s at approximately 5 p.m. 
This bus will run every Satur-
day and Sunday while the Ski 
Hill is open. Adverse weather 
and road conditions may affect 
the bus schedule so it is subject 
to change.

Bald Mountain has been 
named for the “Best of Skiing” 
award by Liftopia (an online 
ticket outlet) for three consecu-
tive years.

Fifth graders ski free through-
out the season, and sixth grade 
students ski free three days a 
week as part of the Passport 
Program.

For more information find 
them on Facebook for current 
conditions and status.

2738 Bald Mountain Rd, 
Pierce, ID 83546

Phone: (208) 464-2311

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02wsatsSIn2odZ7eMS0hOqQ0fLwCA:1583349960580&q=bald+mountain+ski+area+phone&ludocid=14952562260564063355&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj7ydGfxoHoAhWSFTQIHcZ2DwIQ6BMwHnoECBcQAg&sxsrf=ALeKk02wsatsSIn2odZ7eMS0hOqQ0fLwCA:1583349960580
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 Whitewater thrill-seekers 
have plenty of opportunities, 
including the Lochsa, Selway, 
Lower Salmon and Snake 
rivers. These generally require 
permits, specialized equipment 
and a high degree of skill. If 
you are new to this exhilarating 
experience, you can still enjoy 
the rolling rapids by going 
with an outfitter. Guided day 
trips are available on the 
Lochsa River near Lowell and 

A perfect day on the river, complete with picnic and a cool bev-
erage or two in the ice chest, watching for that private stretch 
of sand to stop and stretch your legs, grab a bite to eat, explore 
before loading up, pushing off, and enjoying the next leg of the 
trip.

River rafting at its best
the lower Salmon River near 
Riggins; multi-day trips can be 
organized on the Snake River in 
Hells Canyon, the Selway and 
lower Salmon rivers.
 Beginners looking to go 
on self-guided trips can rent 
the proper equipment from 
the outdoor programs at the 
University of Idaho, Washington 
State University or Lewis-
Clark State College. For safety’s 
sake, it’s best for people new 

to whitewater to partner with 
experienced river-runners. 
Personal flotation devices 
(PFDs) are a must.

Clearwater River Float
 Created by the merging of the 
raging Lochsa and scenic Selway 
rivers, north-central Idaho’s 
Middle Fork of the Clearwater is 
a gentle rafting day trip. Several 
Class II rapids add excitement 
to this beautiful float down the 
Clearwater, one of the original 
eight rivers designated Wild and 
Scenic by Congress in 1968. Day 
trips on the Middle Fork are a 
great introduction to rafting and 
perfect for family trips.

Choose the pace…
 Idaho is known as the 
whitewater state — a paradise 
for rafters and kayakers. But 
you may prefer a more relaxed 
float complete with picnic and a 
cool beverage or two in the ice 
chest, watching for that private 
stretch of sand to stop and 
stretch your legs, grab a bite to 
eat, explore before loading up, 
pushing off, and enjoying the 
next leg of the trip.
 On the Clearwater, put in 
at the Five Mile Creek access 
site, at mile marker 54.3 on 
U.S. Highway 12, or Gold Rush 
Beach, at mile marker 53, and 
float to Zan’s boat ramp at mile 
marker 49.5 for a half day float, 
or add a few hours to your trip 
and look for the Orofino Bridge 
to get out at the bottom of the 
steps to the dike and Orofino 
City Park.

 For a little longer float, put 
in farther up river. Remember, 
the Clearwater downstream 
of Orofino is cold because 
of frigid water coming out of 
Dworshak Reservoir, making 
it less appealing for tubers or 
swimmers. As with rafting, 
tubers are advised to wear 
PFDs.

 During the winter the 
Clearwater Ridge Runners 
Snowmobile Club and 
Clearwater County Groom-
er Advisor Committee 
groom 450 miles of trails 
into the Clearwater Back 
Country near Pierce. Many 
of these trails lead to scenic 
vistas while others go along 
the crystal clear mountain 
streams.
 Follow Clearwater Coun-
ty Groomer on Facebook 
for up to date posts of trail 
status and those recently 
groomed.

Snowmobiling
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 We salute Rick Burnham with 
Riverview Construction, and 
many others who have donated 
countless hours of labor this 
past year in the community.
 The Burnham family has a 
steadfast reputation for their 
dedication to the community, 
support and generosity to 
its people. Rick is the third 
contractor of three generations; 
Rick’s father, Clarke and 
grandfather, Curtis from North 
Dakota, were both builders.
 Rick started working with his 
father at Burnham Construction 
at the age of 12, and worked 
with his father, Clarke for many 
years. He launched Riverview 
Construction 25 years ago. 
His business partner John 
Anderson has also been involved 
in several community projects 
to include the ball parks and the 
upcoming skate park.

We couldn’t have done 

it without you

Janet and Rick Burnham

Community support
 So many cash donations 
came forth to see the projects 
to completion. The Museum 
is mostly finished, with a few 
projects left to wrap up. The 
Library is on Phase IV with one 

more to go for the parking lot 
and landscaping. Both projects 
have been anxiously awaited 
and long overdue.
 The City contributed to each 
project by waiving permits. 
There was the awesome fact 
that so many local labor and 
businesses were involved. 

Precision Construction, Four 
Stem Builders, Fury Concrete, 
Kludt Drywall, Dugger 
Plumbing, P&L Plumbing, Fords 
Creek Pump (water lines), ICI-O 
inmates, Eric Robertson, Crow 
Electric, Valley Rentals, Orofino 
Builders Supply, and Artistic 
Creations and Hardscapes.
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On the wing

Adult eagle in 
flight

Golden 
eagle  

in flight

Juvenile 
eagle in 

flight

Bald Eagle

Golden 
Eagle

prey.
 Bald eagles can be seen fre-
quently flying o v e r 
the riv- e r 
corr idor, 
the large 
b i r d s 
with 

their distinctive white heads 
make them fairly easy to spot 
when they are perched on the 
limb of a dead tree or scouting 
along the banks of river beach-
es looking to scavenge its next 
meal, often stealing it from an-
other predator. They will hunt 
for fish when near the water.
 Their voice is a high, 
weak-sounding whinny. In mov-
ies and television, eagles are fre-
quently portrayed as making a 
piercing “eagle” cry. This sharp 
scream is actually very rarely an 
eagle call at all! Most bald eagle 
sounds in movies and television 
are actually the call of a red-

tailed hawk. Bald eagles 
make much short-

er, and much less 
piercing, calls.

 Bald eagles gain 
their white plum-

age, when they 
reach maturity. The 

white feathers on 
the head 

change color between four and 
five years old. The wingspan of 
an adult eagle is between six 
and seven and a half feet and 
they may weigh as much as 14 
pounds. 
 Bald eagles build incredibly 
large nesting structures. They 
will continue to use the same 
nest year after year, and each 
year they will add on to it. On 
average, bald eagle nests are 

four to five feet 
wide. 
 Golden eagles 
are also seen 
here, but less 
frequently, 

they are 
slightly 
larger 
b u t 
w i th -
o u t 
t h e 
w h i t e 
head.
 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 For as long as I’ve lived 
here, I never get over the thrill 
of spotting a great big bird in 
flight. With all our rivers and 
streams, birds are just one of 
the species naturally drawn to 
water.
 It takes a little practice and 
a lot of patience to be able to 
identify them. But here are a 
few of our favorites.
 So majestic! Bald eagles 
have dark brown feathers 
on their bodies and wings, 
and white feathers on their 
heads and tails. Female 
bald eagles are slightly 
larger than males, but 
they are both the same 
color. Bald eagles also 
have yellow flesh rim-
ming their eyes, and a 
bright yellow hooked beak 
that is used to tear apart its 

https://animals.net/hawk/
https://animals.net/hawk/
https://animals.net/eagle/
https://animals.net/eagle/
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Vultures and Eagles–large to very large, dark rap-
tures with long, broad wings; both tend to soar and glide 
rather than beat wings; vultures hold wings in a bold di-
hedral, rocking back and forth in flight, while eagles hold 
their wings nearly horizontal, or shallowly dihedral, and 
their flight is steady.

Flight silhouettes

Idaho Fish and Game Graphic
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Juvenile Great 
Blue Heron

Great 
Blue  
Heron

Great blue herons are the larg-
est of the North American her-
ons with long legs, a sinuous 
neck, and thick, dagger-like 
bill. Their head, chest, and 
wing plumes give a shaggy ap-
pearance. They appear blue-
gray from a distance, with a 
wide black stripe over the eye.
 Often seen below the spill-
way of Dworshak Dam, watch 
the river banks for this often 
solitary, and slow-moving her-
on. They may move slowly, but 
can strike in an instant to grab 
a fish or snap up a gopher. 
Herons may also feed in mead-
ows, farmland, and other open 
fields.
 In flight, the Great Blue Her-
on curls its neck into a tight 
“S” shape; the upper side of 
the wing is two-toned: pale on 
the forewing and darker on 
the flight feathers. Its wings 
are broad and rounded and 
its legs extend well beyond the 
tail.
 Look for the herons’ bulky 
stick nests high in trees. Once 
you recognize their slow wing-
beats and massive silhouettes, 
you’ll begin to notice these 
birds in flight as well.
 Sandhill cranes, like the 
herons above, are large 

birds with long, thin legs and 
necks. The bird’s cheeks are 
white and its forehead has a 
bright red patch, which is one 
of the bird’s most noticeable 
features. Sandhill cranes have 
mostly grayish feathers, but 
sometimes they can have a red-
dish-brown appearance. This is 
because Sandhill cranes preen 
themselves by rubbing mud on 
their feathers and mud from 
iron-rich environments is often 
red.
 Sandhill cranes are about 
three to four feet tall with 
a wingspan that can be 
more than five feet 
wide. 
 S a n d h i l l 
cranes move in 
flocks, while 
herons are 
u s u a l l y 
s e e n 

alone. Hunting of Sandhill 
Cranes occurs in eastern Idaho 
with the purposes of helping re-
duce crop damage.

Sandhill Crane

Great Blue Heron 
in flight

Sand Hill Crane in 
flight
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Osprey

Red-tailed
   hawk

Adult Osprey 
in flight

 R e d - t a i l e d 
hawks are car-
nivores. They 
feed on a wide 
variety of prey 
species, and 
are extremely 
opportunistic. 
If they see a 
potential prey 
item, and think 
they can suc-
cessfully take 
it down, they 
will make 
an attempt 
to take a free 
meal.
 The vast ma-
jority of their diet 
consists of rodents, particu-
larly squirrels. They will also 
eat snakes, birds, lizards, 
young turtles, insects, and 
more.
 Usually, you can see these 
birds engaging in one of two 
main behaviors: They are ei-
ther soaring through the air, 
giving the occasional territo-
rial “kree – ee – ah!” Or they 
are perching high up in a tree, 
keeping a keen eye out for the 
movement of their next meal. 
Single birds or pairs will keep 
a territory for hunting and 
breeding, and chase away any 

other birds of prey.
 Both new and established 
pairs will perform elaborate 
courtship rituals on the wing. 
Once the pair has established 
(or re-established) their bond, 
they will mate. Both parents 
help in the construction of the 
nest, which they build high 
up in a tree or on a cliff. 
 Hawks and eagles are 

both active during 
the day, while owls 
are typically active at 
night. 
 Ospreys eat 

fish exclusively and 
constructs prominent 
large stick nests in tall 

trees. Their call is a 
high-pitched series 
of short whistles 
often slow and 
paced far apart 
when the speed 

increases, It 
is often a response to 
a threat or unfamiliar osprey 
approaching. They are large birds 
with a brown back and wings contrast 
with white underparts. The head is 
white with a broad brown band through 
the eyes. Their beak is black and strongly 
hooked.

In flight, the osprey show white belly and underneath 
the wings, contrasting with brown “wrists” and strongly 
barred flight feathers.
 Ospreys are very large, distinctively shaped hawks. 
Despite their size, their bodies are slender, with long, 
narrow wings and long legs. Ospreys fly with a marked 
kink in their wings, making an M-shape when seen 
from below.

https://animals.net/squirrel/
https://animals.net/snake/
https://animals.net/lizard/
https://animals.net/turtle/


Belted  
Kingfisher

Juvenile 
Belted 

Kingfisher

Raven in flight
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The Raven can be found in arctic 
and sub tropical climates, 

as well as city and forest 
environments. 

However, Ravens 
prefer wooded, 

cooler 
habitat.

Did you know? The 
Raven is the largest 
perching (passerine) 
bird in the world.

Raven

The 
Crow 

can 
be found in 

the country, farms, 
and in recent years, 
predominatly in city 

environments.

Crow

 The raven is another large 
bird seen frequently, though 
with less enthusiasm. Though 
the raven and the crow are 
both black in color, the raven is 
larger and its feathers are shiny 
and have a tinge of purple when 

observed in bright 
sunlight. There are 

differences 
in the 

shape of their tails also. A 
raven’s tail is triangular while a 
crow’s tail is square. 
 When it comes to intelligence 
however, ravens are extremely 
smart birds. If a raven knows 
another raven is watching it 
hide its food, it will pretend to 
put the food in one place while 
really hiding it in another. 
 In captivity, ravens can learn 
to talk better than some par-
rots. They also mimic other 
noises, like car engines, toilets 
flushing, and animal and bird-
calls. Ravens have been known 
to imitate wolves or foxes to at-

tract them to carcasses that 
the raven isn’t capable of 

breaking open. When the wolf is 
done eating, the raven gets the 
leftovers.
 Ravens can live in a variety of 
habitats, from snow to desert to 
mountains to forests. They are 
scavengers with a huge diet that 
includes fish, meat, seeds, fruit, 
carrion, and garbage. They are 
not above tricking animals out 
of their food—one raven will 
distract the other animal, for 
example, and the other will steal 
its food. They have few preda-
tors and live a long time: 17 
years in the wild and up to 40 
years in captivity.
 Ravens mate for life and 
live in pairs in a fixed territo-
ry. When their offspring reach 
adolescence, they leave home 
and join other young r a -
vens. These 
flocks of 
young birds 
live and eat to-
gether until they 
mate and pair off. 
 The Belted 
kingfisher with a 
bushy crested head 
is seen here year 
round. With its top-
heavy physique, 
energetic flight, and 
piercing rattle, the 
Belted Kingfisher nests 
in burrows along earthen 
banks and feeds almost 

entirely on marine life, diving 
to catch fish and crayfish with 
its heavy, straight bill. These 
r a g g e d - c r e s t e d b i r d s 
are a powdery b l u e -
gray; males 
have one blue 
band across 
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Red-winged 
Blackbird

the white breast, while females 
have a blue and a chestnut 
band.
 Kingfishers spend most of 
the year alone until they pair 
up during the breeding season. 
Males (and occasionally females) 
establish territories, usually 
along the stream or shoreline. 
They are monogamous within 
each breeding season but form 
new pairs every year. The male 
feeds the female while courting 
her.
 Both members of the pair 
vigorously defend their territory 
by chasing away intruders while 
giving loud rattle calls. When an 
intruder enters its territory, it 
may land on a perch and heave 
its body up and down with its 
crest elevated, or fly back and 
forth along the water, rattling 
noisily until the intruder leaves. 
If threatened, it may scream, 
spread its wings, and raise the 
patch of white feathers next to 
each eye.
 Red-winged blackbirds seem 
to sing their nasal songs in 
every marsh and wet field from 
coast to coast. T h e y 
are notably bold, 
and several will 
often attack 
a larger 

bird, such as a hawk or crow, 
that flies over their nesting area. 
The red shoulder patches of 
the male, hidden under body 
feathers much of the time, are 
brilliantly displayed when he 
is singing. Outside the nesting 
season, Red-wings sometimes 
roost in huge concentrations. 
 To defend his territory and 
attract a mate, the male perch-
es on high stalk with feath-
ers fluffed out and tail partly 
spread, lifts leading edge of wing 
so that red shoulder patches are 
prominent, and sings. Adults 
are very aggressive in nesting 
territory, attacking larger birds 

that approach, and 
loudly protesting 
human intrud-

ers. Its song 
is a rich, 

musical 
o - k a -
leeee!

Bald Eagle on the Clearwater River. Photo by Tabby Hasket

Belted  
Kingfisher
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Welcome to the Pierce-Weippe Hilltop 
Community of Clearwater County

Clearwater County Groomers keeping the trails open to the 
backcountry. Photo by CC Groomers

Students learning boat safety at Deyo Reservoir. Photo by THS 
Staff

Jennifer Billups
Our two towns of Weippe and 

Pierce are located about 10 
miles apart and both offer plen-
ty of year-round outdoor recre-
ational activities! Whether you 
are following the historic trails 
of Lewis and Clark and their 
meeting of the Nez Perce Indi-
ans out on the Weippe prairie or 
maybe you have a prospector’s 

heart and the stories of Idaho’s 
first gold discovery in Pierce 
have you ready to try your luck 
at some panning, or you want to 
spend time fishing, mushroom 
or huckleberry picking, ATV or 
snowmobile riding, camping, 
hiking, hunting, snowshoeing, 
skiing or just taking the car or 
motorcycle out for a drive, you 
will find a vast wilderness to ex-

plore and enjoy. 
Some of our scheduled events 

that happen yearly include, The 
Northfork Bow Hunters Club 
hosts the Bill McKinnon Memo-
rial Non-Competitive 3-D Trail 
Shoot on April 18th & 19th, 
2020 with start times at 8:00 
a.m.  40 + 3-D Targets, Raffle 
Prizes, Smoker Round and Con-
cessions. We have been told you 

get a pretty great burger at the 
Bow Shoot!  1 day entry fee $15 
Solo/ $26 Family, 2 day discount 
and youth prices. Great Family 
fun! Follow Hwy 11 through Fra-
ser, past mile marker 12, follow 
signs at Green Rd. For Camp-
ing and other info contact Mike 
(208)435-4450 or Pat (208)435-
4052.

Deyo Reservoir Camp-
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Friends floating the Clearwater River. Photo by J. Billups

Black Canyon in the backcountry. Photo by J. Billups

ground opens Saturday, May 9, 
2020. They offer 24 campsites 
with some being primitive and 
others offering full hook-ups. 
After April 1 you can visit www.
weippe.com to make reserva-
tions for campsites. Reserva-
tions are not required but if you 
have specific dates or campsite 
requests they are recommend-

ed. You may also call (208)435-
4406 for more information or 
questions. 

Pierce/Weippe ATV Trailrid-
ers Club kicks off their season 
with their Mother’s Day Ride 
on Saturday, May 9. Sign-up in 
Pierce (follow the ATVs) from 
8:30-10:30 a.m. and you may 
hit the trail from there but 

http://www.weippe.com
http://www.weippe.com
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1860 Day Parade, Firewood Derby Float. Photo by J.Billups Deer Creek Fishing Derby. Photo by J. Billups

must be back by 4:30 p.m. for 
awards/prizes. All rides are 
open to the public (exception of 
member only ride in July) and 
fee is $10.00 with additional 
hands at $5.00 each. Dates for 
the other scheduled rides are 
as follows: Father’s Day Ride, 

Saturday, June 20, Members & 
Guests Only Evening Ride (new 
members are always welcome) 
Saturday, July 11, 6:00-9:00 
p.m. 1860 Day’s Ride will be 
Saturday, August 1. 

Retreat to Weippe will be 
happening on Saturday, May 23 

with breakfast being served at 
the Community Hall from 7:00-
11:00 a.m, 3 Mile Fun Run/Walk 
starts at 8:30 a.m. with sign-ups 
at the Weippe Mini Park from 
7:00-8:15 a.m. and an open 
to the public Horseshoe Tour-
nament at the Mini Park with 

sign-ups starting at 11:00 a.m. 
Idaho Fish & Game will have 
the Poaching Trailer on site. If 
you have not seen this informa-
tive exhibit it is worth the time 
to see!

The Deer Creek Reservoir 
Fishing Derby is always sched-
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Holiday Bazaar in Pierce. Photo by J. Billups

North Fork Bow Hunters Club 3-D Trail Shoot. Photos by NF 
Bow Hunters Club.

uled for the 2nd Saturday in 
June to coincide with Idaho Free 
Fishing Day and will be held on 
Saturday, June 13, 2020 from 
6:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. with fi-
nal weigh-in at 2:30 p.m. This 
is a six fish limit contest tak-
ing the combined weights and 
measuring for the longest fish. 
Prizes for heaviest weight are 
$400.00 for 1st, $200.00 for 2nd 
and $100.00 for 3rd. The longest 
fish will get a custom Rod made 
and donated by Jake Nelson of 
Pierce along with a reel. (In the 
event that the 1st place weight 
winner also has the longest fish 
the next longest fish will be tak-
en) Entry fee is $20.00 for ages 
13 years and older, kids 12 and 
under are free and have their 
own category with their own set 

of prizes. 
Concessions will be on site 

and people are not required 
to enter the derby to enjoy the 
reservoir that day. It is Idaho 
Free Fishing Day and people 
and families are encouraged to 
come and enjoy. All Idaho Fish 
& Game rules will still apply so 
if you bring your watercraft be 
sure and have your lifejackets 
and proper tags.  

1860 Days will be held on 
Friday, July 31, Saturday and 
Sunday, August 1 and 2, 2020. 
Join us in the city of Pierce’s 
celebration of Idaho’s first gold 
discovery. Friday nights kick-off 
includes dinner and entertain-
ment outside next to the creek 
at the Pierce Community Cen-
ter. There is also a Desert So-
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Bald Mountain Ski Hill. Photo by J. Billups

2019 Wild Weippe Rodeo Queen Shelby Bird. Photos by Wild 
Weippe Rodeo
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Fraser Park. Photo by J. Billups 

cial where you might be lucky 
enough to sample some of the 
award winning desserts from 
the Cherry/Berry Bake-Off.

Saturday’s events include 
the ATV Ride, Softball tourna-
ments, a parade, load of logs 
auction, a firewood derby con-
test and auction, vendors and 
a family friendly Street Dance! 
Sunday wraps up the weekend 
with Cowboy Church and the 
Softball tournament finals.

Wild Weippe Rodeo
The Rodeo is held the 3rd 

weekend in August and always 
a great time! There is a parade, 
street vendors and rodeo action 
for all ages. Bring the whole 
family!

Pierce’s Annual Holiday Ba-
zaar; is always held the Satur-
day before Thanksgiving at the 
Pierce Community Center and 
this year falls on November 21, 
2020. There are 28 vendor ta-
bles available and free admis-
sion to come and browse the 
handmade crafts, baked goods, 
and retail items and stay for the 
fabulous Salad Bar with over 35 
different salads and homemade 
Turkey Noodle soup! 

Festival of Trees; is put on 
by the GEM Team of Pierce and 
held at the Pierce Community 
Center the first part of Decem-
ber. This is a fun event that 
has an auction of holiday dec-
orations, crafts and homemade 
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2019 Wild Weippe Rodeo Queen Shelby Bird and future of Ro-
deo. Photos by Wild Weippe Rodeo

North Fork Bow Hunters Club 3-D Trail Shoot. Photos by NF 
Bow Hunters Club.
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Pierce Winter Festival Bar Stool Races. Photo by j. Billups

baked goods along with door 
prizes, appetizers and craft 
projects for the kids. Proceeds 
from this event go back into 
community projects.

Bald Mountain Ski Hill Area 
located just outside of Pierce is 
a great family friendly ski hill 
and such a treat to have in our 
community’s backyard! 

Clearwater County Groomers 
maintain 400 miles of trails for 
the snowmobilers, cross coun-
try skiers and winter time out-
door enthusiasts to enjoy. The 
groomers are made up of mostly 
volunteers that stay busy push-
ing that high mountain snow!

Pierce Winter Festival is 
held the last part of January or 
first part of February depending 
on scheduling. This is such a 

fun event with highlights of the 
weekend being the Ice Man Re-
lay where teams snowshoe, sled 
and then run and jump into the 
creek! The Bar Stool Race is 
also another fun race. Anything 
you can ride (safely) on a set of 
skis down the hill. This always 
brings some laughter!

Anytime of the year you can 
find something to do here on 
the Hilltop of Clearwater Coun-
ty. We count ourselves lucky to 
live in such a beautiful area that 
offers so much for so many. We 
are not just little towns on the 
prairie or nestled in the woods 
anymore. We offer museums, 
coffee shops, art studios and 
restaurants just to name a few 
things to get you to take a drive 
up the Greer Grade and come 

Photo by Shanna Schwartz
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The Clearwater Historical 
Society Museum 

433 Bartlett St., Orofino | (208) 476-5033
(above the Orofino Elementary School)

The Clearwater Historical 
Museum highlights the people 
and history of the Clearwater 
River country including Clear-
water County, and parts of Lew-
is, Nez Perce, Idaho and Sho-
shone counties.

The museum features arti-
facts relating to the Nez Perce 

The J. Howard Bradbury 
Memorial Logging Museum 

103 S. Main St., Pierce•(208) 464-2814

Contains a wide assortment 
of historical mining and logging 
artifacts. Also visit the first gov-
ernment building in Idaho, the 
Shoshone County Courthouse, 
located behind the Logging Mu-

seum.
Open seasonally Friday & 

Saturday from 12:00-4:00 p.m. 
from Mid-June to Mid-October 
(after Labor Day - Saturdays 
only) Admission: By Donation.

people, the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, gold mining, early 
homesteading, farming, and log-
ging. The Museum boasts over 
4,500 historical photographs. 
Open Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from noon to 5 p.m., 
adding Saturdays as the weath-
er warms.

Weippe Discovery Center fea-
tures one of the most important 
meetings in the Corps of Dis-
covery saga. Exterior murals 
portray the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition through Idaho. 

In earlier days the Weippe 
area was frequented by the Nez 
Perce Indians, who enjoyed the 
summer climate and profitable 
hunting grounds. They built 
lodges, fished, hunted and dug 
the camas root in the surround-
ing area. In 1805, Lewis and 
Clark had their first encounter 
with the Nez Perce Indians on 
the Weippe Prairie, not far from 
the present townsite. 

Soon after the Corps of Dis-
covery’s expedition through the 
region, the fur trading indus-
try came to Idaho. Then gold 
was discovered in 1860 by E.D. 
Pierce bringing a rush to the 

Clearwater County Free 
Library District and The 
Weippe Discover Center 

204 Wood St., Weippe•(208)435-4058

area in 1861. The Homestead 
Act brought many families to 
the region and Weippe grew and 
thrived. 

Weippe was incorporated in 
December of 1964 and is locat-
ed on the Gold Rush Historic 
Byway, Idaho Highway 11. wood 
dealer from Lewiston.

Come visit Lewis & Clark In-
terpretive Center at the Weippe 
Discovery Center. Our new-
ly constructed Deyo Reser-
voir and campground is await-
ing with both primitive and wa-
ter/sewer hookups.

The Clearwater County Free 
Library District located up-
stairs from the Discovery Cen-
ter has an impressive collection 
and a computers for public use. 
CCFLD also offers kayaks and 
paddleboards to check out for 
use on Deyo Reservoir.
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Weippe Hilltop Museum 
105 E. 1st st., Weippe, Id•(208)435-4200

Elk River Historical 
Society Museum 

112 South 2nd Street, Elk River
The Elk River Historical So-

ciety maintains a museum con-
taining historical items connect-
ed with the history of Elk Riv-
er, Idaho and the surrounding 
area.

We are located in the lower 
level of the Andrew Bloom Com-

munity Building.
Open upon Request - Call 

Judy Miller 208 826-3630, 
Dawn Tillson 208 596-6538, 
Barb Smith 208 669-2430,  
Debbie Manwaring 208 746-
1141 or Deanna Kreisher  
208 790-8939

Elk River Museum

Pierce Courthouse
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Historical Museum at  
St. Gertrude 

327 E. Second St., Cottonwood •208-882-1004

Houses a unique collection 
of over 70,000 artifacts which 
reflect the early history of the 
region. Highlights include the 
Rhoades Emmanuel Memorial 
and an extraordinary collection 
of one Asian and European art.

Visit the Monastery of St. Ger-

trude, just up the road from the 
Historical Museum. It is home 
to over 60 Benedictine Sisters. 
The chapel is on the National 
Register of Historic Places and 
is the only part of the monastery 
open to the public for self-guid-
ed tours.

The Historical Museum at St. Gertrude 

Kamiah Valley  
Historical Museum 

518 Main St., Kamiah•(208) 935-2290
The museum is located on 

Main St. next to the Chamber 
building and across the street 
from the fire house. The Kami-
ah Valley Museum has many in-
teresting exhibits including local 
farming implements used from 
the late 1800’s to the 1950’s, in-
struments used by the first doc-
tor and dentist in the area, and 

crafts and tools made by the 
early Nez Perce tribal members.

The museum is open Memo-
rial day through Labor day on 
Wednesday through Friday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is 
free, but donations are kindly 
accepted and there are some lo-
cal books that can be purchased 
from the museum.
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Canoe Camp is four miles 
west of Orofno on Hwy 12 - At 
this site the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition, aided by the Nez Perce, 
built five canoes in September 
1805. Here the ill and hungry 
men of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition hewed and burned 
out the “Holler” of the five ca-
noes which were to carry them 

Canoe Camp Site and Replica Canoe, photo by John Stanton 
22 Jun 2017. https://wiki.creativecommons.org/

Paddling on Dworshak Reservoir. Photo by Orofino Chamber 
of Commerce.

on to the Pacifc. From Sept. 26 
to Oct. 7, 1805, the explorers 
camped at this point. They had 
used packhorses in crossing the 
mountain trails from the upper 
Missouri; here they returned to 
river travel, caching their sad-
dles and gear and leaving their 
horses to be wintered with the 
Nez Perce.

Canoe Camp



28--Clearwater County Vacation Guide  - Orofino, ID - March 25, 2020

Patriotism runs deep in our little town. There are special oc-
casions throughout the year when the Veterans of the Harold 
Kinne Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3296 set up a breathtak-
ing display of American flags immediately west of the Orofino 
Bridge at Riverside Cemetery, throughout the town of Orofino, 
as well as Weseman Cemetery. Look for the flags over the long 
weekends of Memorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July, and Vet-
eran’s Day. They are also displayed beginning Sept. 11, (9/11) 
throughout Clearwater County Fair and Lumberjack Days to be 
retired on Sept. 21.

Photo by Shanna Schwartz
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 Looking for a place to hike or 
ride in Clearwater County? The 
options are loaded.
 Wouldn’t it be nice to learn 
more about the trail before you 
get there? 
 The Clearwater County web-
site at www.clearwater county.
org has a wealth of recreational 
activities and information to ex-
plore. From the home page click 
on “Departments” and then on 
“Economic Development” and 
then “Lifestyles” to list recre-
ational opportunities. Near the 
top of the page, click on the 
“Biking and Hiking Trails” link 
to open a page named “Trail-
forks”.
 Trailforks started as and is 
still primarily a trail database 
for mountain biking. However, 
trails don’t exist in isolation, 
there are other user groups 
that utilize the trails and other 
trails that don’t allow biking. So 
Trailforks has expanded to sup-
port many different trail activity 
types.
 Choose an activity next to the 
logo. There are trails for hik-
ing, running, horse riding, ATV 
or OHV trails, snowmobiling, 
downhill skiing, Nordic skiing, 
snowshoe trails, and more.
 It’s a fabulous place to dis-
cover all types of trails and ter-

An example of some of the features provided on Trailforks. This is for Ahsahka Ridge Trail Sys-
tem, surrounding Dworshak Reservoir.

Trails  

galore!

rains, the distance, the ascent 
and descent, the skill level re-
quired, nearby amenities and 
services available, and whether 
they are open or not. Maps are 
included, with directions on 
how to get there.

*** Photo by Shanna Schwartz
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Photo by Shanna Schwartz

This beautiful Clearwater River clipped steelhead was caught 
and released at Orofino on March 5. The fish was caught by 
Mike Bush, of Spokane, WA, while fishing with Charlie Pot-
tenger. Due to the need to release the fish, the length and 
weight are estimates, but thought to be 36” to 40” in length 
and about 25 pounds. Photo by Charlie Pottenger
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By Roger Phillips, IF&G 
Public Information 
Supervisor

Steelhead are moving 
upstream, which often means 
better access and smaller rivers.

Steelhead have spent most 
of the winter holed up in deep 
water waiting to make their final 
push upstream, and late winter 
and spring is when it happens. 
Anglers looking to cure cabin 
fever can get an early start on 
their fishing season, as well as a 
chance to catch big fish.

Steelhead move into 
headwaters of Idaho’s famous 
steelhead streams during late 
winter and early spring, which 
concentrates them in the upper 
tributaries of the Clearwater and 
Salmon rivers. Anglers key in on 
those areas for the opportunity 
to catch these large, ocean-going 
fish that are traveling upwards 
of 900 miles to hatcheries or 
spawning grounds.

As most folks know, 
the weather in Idaho is 
unpredictable this time of year. 
Warm weather, or rainy weather, 
can turn rivers into muddy 
torrents and make steelhead 
fishing difficult, so paying 
attention to the weather and 
river flows is critical to success.

Anglers can see a gauge 
of river flows thanks to the 
U.S. Geological Survey, which 

Spring steelhead fishing is another chance to catch big fish
has gauging stations 
throughout Idaho. By 
watching 

the weather 
and the streamflows, 
anglers can track in real time 
what’s happening with the 
rivers.

Steelhead typically like 
“Goldilocks” conditions, not too 
high and not too low and with 
a little color in the water (think 
emerald green), but not muddy. 
Warming water (even just a 
few degrees) often offers better 
fishing. Fishing also tends to 
improve when a river recedes 
after a big pulse of runoff. Good 
steelhead anglers, or lucky 
ones, can catch fish in almost 
any conditions, but using those 
guidelines will help you improve 
your chances of catching fish.

With fish congregating 
in smaller headwaters and 
tributaries, anglers tend to 
follow, which means there can 
be crowding. In some cases, 
that gives steelhead fishing a 
social atmosphere, but there 
can also be intense competition 
for prime fishing spots.

Don’t feel like you have to 
stand shoulder to shoulder 

with other anglers to catch 
steelhead. There’s plenty of 

river access 
and fish to go 
around. The 
upper Salmon 
River between 
Salmon and 
Stanley, for 

example, has more than a 
hundred miles of mostly road-
accessible river where you can 
find places to fish.

To further fine tune your 
knowledge, anglers can check 
Fish and Game’s harvest reports 
to see how the fishing is, but be 

forewarned, when the reports 
are good, you may have missed 
the prime fishing if the fish have 
already moved through.

Another option is to check 
the hatchery returns, which 
helps you track when fish start 
arriving at hatcheries and can 
be a good indicator of how many 
remain in the river nearby.

By doing a little homework 
and watching the weather, 
you can take your best shot at 
going fishing when rivers are in 
good shape and fish are there. 
Remember those dates because 
there’s a fair-to-good chance it 



36--Clearwater County Vacation Guide  - Orofino, ID - March 25, 2020



March 25, 2020 - Orofino, ID - Supplement to the Clearwater Tribune--37

By Marcie Stanton
When I was recently asked 

what I liked the most about 
living in Clearwater County, 
it made me stop and think. 
My first thought was, “What is 
there not to like about living in 
Clearwater County?” I decided 
to think about what answers I 
would give to anyone that could 
wonder what Clearwater County 
has to offer. As I went about my 
day for the next week, I made it 
a point to be more aware of my 
surroundings.

I have decided, the answers to 
the question are too plentiful to 
list in the Vacation Guide. But, I 
did come up with a top few rea-
sons why I wouldn’t want to live 
anywhere else.

The number one reason would 
be the people here, and the sense 
of community. To some passers-
by, it would look to be a bit on 
the unexciting side. But, being in 
the newspaper business and be-
ing aware of the activities going 
on in town each week, I would 
have to disagree. Most weeks 
you can find something to do 
almost every night of the week. 
The events usually aren’t fancy 
or “high-end,” but most of them 
would get a solid 10 for fun and 
enjoyment.

The sense of community I 
write about is evident whenever 
there is a need in the area. When 
there is a loss in Clearwater 

Surrounded by Beauty

voir, is the longest cable suspen-
sion bridge in Idaho.

Throughout the county, each 
“pocket” of the area has a creek, 
river, lake, pond or reservoir to 
showcase, most of them known 
for great fishing. 

If you enjoy camping, the 
lakes, river and the forests here 
can’t be beat. We are located in 
the heart of the Clearwater-Nez 
Perce National Forests. The two 
forest service agencies have com-
bined to be known as the Clear-
Nez Forest.

Off-highway vehicle riding is 
a popular activity on the for-
est. These include motorcycles, 
All-Terrain Vehicles and Utility 
Type Vehicles.

If Native American history is 
your interest, make sure to visit 
the Spalding Visitor Center, lo-
cated at 39063 US-95, Lapwai. 
The center features an informa-
tive film about the history of the 

County, through death, illness, 
whatever the circumstance may 
be, I’ve seen more times than I 
can count the community come 
together and help, even emotion-
ally carry, until the people suffer-
ing are able to “stand” on their 
own. I realize this doesn’t have 
anything to do with recreating, 
but is definitely at the top of the 
list for why Clearwater County is 
a great place to be.

Then, we move on to the nat-
ural beauty here. There is no ar-
guing that we are surrounded by 
some of the most beautiful coun-
try anyone could ever hope to 
be encircled by. Look all around 
you, and you will see nature’s 
beauty. Whatever type of outdoor 
enthusiast you are, Clearwater 
County is likely to have what 
you are in search of. We have 
the Clearwater River for fish-
ing, floating, boating, picnicking, 
photography and swimming, In 
October of 1968 the U.S. Con-
gress designated the river sys-
tem of the Lochsa, Selway and 
Middle Fork of the Clearwater 
River as one of the nation’s first 
“Wild and Scenic” Rivers. The 
Salmon and Snake rivers outline 
the southern and western edges 
of beautiful Clearwater country.

Then, there’s Dworshak Lake, 
which boasts 53 lengthwise 
miles, numerous hideaway inlets 
and campsites. The Dent Bridge, 
located on the Dworshak Reser-

Nez Perce Tribe and Chief Jo-
seph. 

Dworshak National Fish 
Hatchery is a wealth of infor-
mation about the adult salmon, 
steelhead and rainbow trout that 
swim the Clearwater River. Here 
you’ll learn about the life cycle of 
these fish, and if you visit during 
the right time of year, you’ll see 
chinook in the ponds of the 
hatchery.

As I mentioned earlier in my 
article, the list goes on and on 
of the spectacular scenery and 
outdoor recreation that exists 
in Clearwater County. Whatever 
your outdoor passion may be, 
you are sure to find an abun-
dance here in breathtakingly 
beautiful Clearwater County. 
And it’s populated by some of 
the most welcoming people you 
could ever hope to find. Come 
visit and see for yourself!

Photo by Shanna Schwartz
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Glossary of Advertisers

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Thank you to the Clearwater Tribune readers who submitted their amazing 

photos to us for our annual Vacation Guide. With your help, we’ve depicted 

the huge variety of outdoor recreation that is available to anyone fortunate 

enough to visit our beautiful Clearwater County. Those that call it home are 

among some of the most fortunate.

Marcie Stanton, Publisher

Photo by Shanna Schwartz
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