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Three suspects 
arrested...............

Wednesday
  Rain. High near 61. Calm wind 
becoming west around 5 mph in 
the afternoon. Chance of precipi-
tation is 100%. New precipitation 
amounts between a half and three 
quarters of an inch possible.

Wednesday Night
  Rain, mainly before midnight. Low 
around 47. South wind around 6 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 
80%. New precipitation amounts 
between a quarter and half of an 
inch possible.

Thursday
Rain, mainly after noon. High 

near 63. Southwest wind around 
6 mph. Chance of precipitation is 
80%. New precipitation amounts of 
less than a tenth of an inch possi-
ble.

Thursday Night
Rain likely, mainly before mid-

night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 42. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Friday
Showers and possibly a thun-

derstorm. High near 62. Chance of 
precipitation is 80%.

Friday Night
A chance of showers and thun-

derstorms before midnight, then 
a slight chance of rain after mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 44.

Saturday
A chance of rain, mainly after 

noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 68.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

43.
Sunday

A slight chance of rain. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 73.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 50.
Memorial Day

A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 74.

Six-day weather 
forecast

 The Timberline High School 
(THS) graduation ceremony (by 
invitation only this year, due to so-
cial distancing requirements) will 
be held Saturday, June 13, 5 p.m. 
at the Timberline High School. 
The Class of 2020 Valedictorian is 
Shelby Bird, and Salutatorian is 
Andrew Anderson.
 Class song is “Gonna Know We 
Were Here” by Jason Alden and 
the class flower is a yellow rose. 
Class colors are black and gold.
 The class motto is, “Together 
we have experienced life. Sepa-
rately we will pursue our dreams. 

14 seniors to receive diplomas

Timberline High 

School graduation 

planned for June 13

Forever, our memories will re-
main,” Class officers are Chasta 
Jared, president; Krystal Dahl, 
vice president; Shelby Bird, secre-
tary/treasurer and Andrew Ander-
son, representative.
 There are 14 graduating seniors 
in the THS class. They are: An-
drew Anderson, Dylan Belders, 
Shelby Bird, Emma Brown, Krys-
tal Dahl, Chasta Jared, Mark 
Stemrich, Anna Stroup, David 
Stroup, Cameron Summerfield, 
Marissa Supak, Addison Thom-
son, Hannah VanHook and Hailey 
West.

 Cassie Louise Madsen, 37, ap-
peared before Judge Gregory Fitz-
Maurice telephonically on May 14 
with a change of plea from “not 
guilty” to “guilty” to the felony 
charge of aggravated battery.
 Madsen has admitted to being 
the person who drove Jessica 
Colpitts to the home of 23-year-
old Samantha Fignani on May 22, 
2017, who was shot at point blank 
range. Madsen had described 
events leading up to and imme-
diately following the shooting.
In March of last year a jury trial 

Madsen pleads guilty 
to aggravated battery

found Colpitts guilty of first-de-
gree murder. 
 By pleading guilty, Madsen’s at-
torney, Tom Clark of Clark and 
Feeney, seeks resolution of the 
case by obtaining a “withheld 
judgement” to the charge, with a 
mandatory minimum 90 day sen-
tence in the county jail and a peri-
od of probation.
 FitzMaurice explained that the 
prosecuting attorney is bound 

Shelby Bird Andrew Anderson

(See....Madsen pleads guilty
pg 14A)

A little bit of rain 

never really hurts. 

But a lot of rain?
By Don Gardner
Clearwater County Office of 
Emergency Management
 Because this article will be pub-
lished during the storm some of 
this information could change.
 This current storm is very un-
predictable but what we do know 
is that it will last for several days, 
will drop one to two inches of rain 
and the rivers and creeks will rise. 
NOAA weather service tell us that 
this storm is hard to predict. We 
will get plenty of rain in our area 
but where the thunder storms will 
hit, we just don’t know. 
 The Clearwater River is predict-
ed to rise to action or minor flood 
stage on Thursday, stay at that 
level for about 20 hours and then 
start going down Friday morning.  
Action and Minor flood stage on 
the Clearwater typically does not 

(See....A little bit of rain
pg 14A)

Monk Montgomery/OCI 
scholarship for Orofino 

High and Timberline 
High School Seniors

By Tammy Gilmer, OCI
 Orofino Celebrations, Inc will be 
holding a board meeting, in place 
of a regular monthly meeting, on 
Tuesday, May 26 at 6:30 p.m.  
 The purpose of the meeting is 
to select recipients for the Monk 
Montgomery/OCI scholarship for 
Orofino High and Timberline High 
School Seniors.
 Hopefully regular monthly 
meetings will resume in June, 
when a final decision will be made 
about Orofino Lumberjack Days 
for 2020.

By Elizabeth Morgan
  Upon the recent retirement of 
Rick Laam, Ryan Smathers and 
Sean Simmons were appointed to 
new positions, City Administra-
tor and Mayor, respectively, at the 
Orofino City Council meeting held 
May 12, Councilmember Jenni-
fer Dunaway was elected Council 
President.
 The new mayor was asked to 
recommend a new council mem-
ber for appointment to the vacant 
council position at the next meet-
ing for council approval.

Petitions, applications,
appeals, communications

 Vince McAtee, a representative 
for Tek-Hut was in attendance of 
the meeting to learn of the coun-
cil’s decision for the Easement re-

As Orofino’s City Administrator Rick Laam retires several changes have occurred in house. Outgoing 
Mayor, Ryan Smathers (center) was appointed City Administrator. Sean Simmons (right) was appoint-
ed Mayor and Councilmember Jennifer Dunaway (left) was elected Council President at the Orofino 
City Council meeting held May 12.

City Council appoints new Mayor and 
City Administrator for Orofino

quest for the installation of fiber 
optic service from the elementary 
school to the edge of the city limits 
in Konkolville.
 Initially Tec-Hut asked for a 
right of way permit and the city 
countered the request with a less 
permanent option of agreeing to 
an easement. By issuing an ease-
ment, the city retains ownership 
and the use of the land being used 
by Tec-Hut.
 Cities are prohibited from en-
tering into a franchise agreement 
with these companies. Howev-
er they may enter into a special 
agreement in which the easement 
can be exchanged for Tec-Hut to 
lay additional conduit under the 
one-dig policy program. While the 
trench is open it makes sense to 

lay an extra conduit for future use.
 “We may not need it today,” stat-
ed former Administrator Laam, 
“but we never know what might 
take place in the future. If another 

(See.......City Council
pg 4A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 On behalf of the residents 
of Clearwater County, the 
Clearwater Tribune would like to 
honor three retiring Emergency 
Medical Technicians (EMT) with 
a combined 80 years of service 
as EMTs for Clearwater County 
Ambulance Service (CCAS): Mary 
Anne McLaughlin, Nick Rhoads, 
and Clarence Howard.
 It seems fair to say that not ev-
eryone is cut out to be an EMT. I 
met with each to learn more about 
their experience and as they share 
what it’s been like, I hear three dif-
ferent perspectives when it comes 
to saving lives. What I found most 
amazing was the collaboration of 
a team, and it does take a team. 
Each talked about feeling total-
ly supported by their co-workers 
through training and experience, 
often knowing what their team 
members would do, even without 
having to discuss it beforehand.
 Every call is different. Most of 
the time the crew has a fairly good 
idea of what to expect on arrival. 
Other times, the scene is nothing 
they could have ever anticipated.
 All three have worked with 
Leonard Eckman, Les Eaves, and 
present Ambulance Director Dar-
by Zick. All have been instructors, 
training others to eventually join 
the crew and follow in their foot-
steps.
 In the past three decades, the 
responsibilities of an EMT have 
changed significantly, it has taken 
a great deal of training to keep up 
with the latest developments.
 What hasn’t changed is the pas-
sion to make a difference, to com-
fort and support those in need, to 

They were there when 

it mattered most

Mary Anne McLaughlin retires from Clearwater County Ambulance 
Service, after 29 years of service. 

Clarence Howard began in 1995, “Every call is different but you 
learn to trust that competent people have your back.”

Nick Rhoads with his wife, Ronda, who is also an EMT. Only Nick is 
retiring at this time, having served the community on the hill with 
Clearwater County Ambulance Service since 1996.

(See.......They were there
pg 4A)
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