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By Jerry Branning
There was about two feet of 

snow in the lower elevations of 
the North Fork of the Clearwater 
canyon around Kelly Forks on 
Dec. 12.  The snow was fluffy 
and soft in the top foot. No recent 
snowmobile tracks were seen on 
the 250 road from about Bungalow 
to Kelly Forks.  No building has 
slid except for the Silviculture 
Cooler building.  

The North Fork of the Clearwater 
River had significant ice on Dec. 
13, including ice on the bottom 
of the channel up by Kelly Forks.  
That ice has since cleared out 
below Kelly Forks but the North 
Fork in Black Canyon is still 
showing a lot of ice, particularly 
above Comet Creek  where it is 
still heavily iced over.  

Two modest snow avalanches 

North Fork snow report Dec. 29, 2022
Mallard Peak Lookout--Photos by Peggy Polito, helicopter pilot Jerry Branning

across the 250 road were seen in 
Black Canyon, one at the third low 
water crossing and the other just 
below Elizabeth Creek in the usual 
location.  There was one avalanche 
noted in the Kelly Creek drainage 
at Jeannie Creek, but it did not 
reach the 255 road.  Not sure 
about presence of slides around 
Pie Creek or Slide Creek. Cayuse 
airstrip was showing about two 
feet of snow, soft and fluffy in the 
top foot.  No recent snowmobile or 
ski equipped aircraft tracks were 
seen at the airstrip.  Considerable 
snowmobile activity was noted on 
the Montana side of Hoodoo Pass 
with some tracks on the Idaho 
side.  No tracks in the roadless 
area on the state line east of 
Hoodoo Pass.  (There was some 

snowboarding activity in that 
area a month ago.) The snow on 
the 250 road over Hoodoo Pass is 
quite drifted at the pass with old 
snowmobile tracks down below 
the pass on the Idaho side but 
no fresh tracks through the drifts 
just below the pass.

The door shutter is missing/
blown off on the historic 93-yr.old 
lookout structure at Mallard Peak.  
The wind has pushed the door 
open and snow is blowing into the 
interior.  People are working on 
getting in there, possibly by skiing 
in from the St. Joe side to get that 
building closed up.

Canyon Work Center had about 
a foot of wet heavier snow on Dec. 
13, 2022.  (See additional photos 
on page 4A)

July
*Big Canyon Fire District wel-

comed everyone to their open 
house Saturday, July 23, at the 
newly acquired 9600 square 
foot facility at 20688 Big Canyon 
Road, North of Peck. 

*Thomas Patrick Hayes, 41, 
formerly of Orofino and recently 
of Post Falls, was one of two he-
licopter pilots involved in a fatal 
helicopter crash near the Salmon 
River the afternoon of Thursday, 
July 21. He was an Orofino High 
School graduate, and the son of 
Tim Hayes, of Orofino, and Becky 
Hovey, of Lewiston. 

*At the Orofino Rotary Club 
meeting held July 8, the mantel of 
presidential leadership formally 
shifted from Mike Hedrick to Be-
linda Stockton. 

*The Clearwater County Cham-
ber of Commerce would like to in-
troduce The Flame bar owner Bri-
an Holt and Manager Amy Felder. 
Director Erica Holland was able 
to sit down and visit this Idaho 
couple who relocated from Boise 
in 2020 to find their new home in 
Pierce. 

August
*Orofino Rotary presented a 

check for $750 to Tami Wayt for 
supplies needed at the Orofino 
Elementary School Community 
Garden during the garden’s open 
house held Aug. 9. 

*Local author: The Aug. 3-9 is-
sue of Epoch Times featured an 

2022 Year End Review......
Part 2

Rebekah, Lily and Scott Feldman are shown in Scott’s hospital 
room. Scott is waiting for a heart transplant. (Photo and article 
appeared in the Sept. 28 issue of the Clearwater Tribune.)

World Champion Livi Pappadopoulas of Holmen, WI, and the 2022 
Lumberjill, Erin LaVoie of Spokane, WA. birling it out at this year’s 
Orofino Lumberjack Days.

article by Anita L. Sherman on 
the “Book Review” page entitled, 
The Intermediary: William Craig 
Among the Nez Perces” by Lin Tull 
Cannell. 

*Paul and Karen Hayduk are the 
2022 Wild Weippe Rodeo Grand 
Marshals. 

*Sue Kangan, became the new 
Physician Assistant at Clearwater 
Valley Health. 

*Elk River got a new fire station. 
*Cammie and Don Ebert sold 

their longtime family-owned ‘Mary 
Ann’s Grocery’ store in Weippe to 
Cloningers. 

*Bart Jones was sworn in as the 
new Orofino Fire Chief. 

September
*Tractor Supply Company took 

up residence in the old Shopko 
building. 

*A Patriot Day ceremony was 
held Sunday, Sept. 11 at the Orofi-
no City Park with Harold Kinne 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 3296 and Auxiliary lower-
ing the large city flag to half-staff, 
followed by a First Responders 
prayer, a wreath laying at the base 
of the flag pole, a rifle salute and 
the playing of Taps. 

*The Lumberjack Days theme 
was, “Fair Fun for Everyone” and 
the Grand Marshals were Mick 
and Mary Anne McLaughlin. 

*On Sept 23 the Orofino Police 
Department held the open house 

OHS Seniors made blued pine into an art creation for the 73rd an-
nual OCI auction in September.

Wednesday
Patchy fog before 8 a.m. Oth-

erwise, mostly sunny, with a high 
near 39. East wind around 5 mph.

Wednesday Night
A 30 percent chance of snow 

after 5 a.m. Snow level 1300 feet. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
30. East wind around 6 mph. Lit-
tle or no snow accumulation ex-
pected.

Thursday
A chance of snow before 8am, 

then a chance of rain. Snow lev-
el 1700 feet rising to 3900 feet in 
the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 42. East wind around 
6 mph. Chance of precipitation is 
40%. Little or no snow accumula-
tion expected.

Thursday Night
A 20 percent chance of rain af-

ter 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 34.

Friday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

45.
Friday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 31.

Saturday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

43.
Saturday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 30.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain and 

snow. Snow level 1800 feet ris-
ing to 2700 feet in the afternoon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 42.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 31.
Monday

A chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 1900 feet rising to 
3400 feet in the afternoon. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 43.

By Lenta Hall
Terri Kiele moved from Wood-

land, CA. to Orofino, in August 

Terri Kiele is shown seated at her branch manager’s desk at US 
Bank. She is preparing for a new venture with the bank.

Changes and travels for 

US Bank’s Terri Kiele
of 1993. She came with her par-
ents and her four-year-old daugh-
ter. She has never left. She loves 
Orofino. 

She married her husband, Dan 
Kiele, almost 19 years ago and to-
gether they have raised their chil-
dren through the Orofino school 
system. 

“I love Orofino. I wouldn’t 
change it. I wouldn’t change mov-
ing here for the world,” she says.  

Terri has worked a total of 25 
years (as of June this year) for US 
Bank of Orofino. When she first 
started she worked as a small 
business officer. Then she became 
a personal banker, finally becom-
ing the manager for almost 12 
years which is her current status. 

Open house planned for Jan. 13
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