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“They Saluted 
Him Home”......

Lumberjack Days 
is fast approaching

 According to an article appear-
ing on the the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ (USACE) Walla Wal-
la District’s website, a total of five 
investigations ensued including 
the Clearwater County Sheriff’s 
office, Clearwater County Medical 
Examiner, Federal OSHA, USACE 
Safety Investigation Board and an 
investigation under Army Regu-
lation 15-6 into the death of Eric 
Engle, of Orofino, an employee of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
On the morning of June 30, at the 
Dworshak Dam project near Ah-
sahka, Engle was found deceased 
in a non-public area of the project. 
 On July 26, the Clearwater 
County coroner determined that 
the cause of death was carbon 
monoxide poisoning from in-
halation of exhaust fumes. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is 
conducting a Safety Investigation 
Board external to the Walla Walla 
District to determine what factors 
within the district and the region 
should be reviewed, evaluated, 
and, if necessary, changed to pre-
vent similar occurrences.
 Engle was a utility worker at the 
Dworshak Dam powerhouse who 
performed many key functions. 

Investigations 

still underway 

into death of 

US Dworshak 

Dam employee

By Tammy Gilmer
The Orofino Celebrations Inc. 

(OCI) held their regular month-
ly meeting on Tuesday, July 
26. Orofino Lumberjack Day is 
now 46 days away.

A major crisis was averted, OCI 
has been trying to contact our 
carnival with no success.  Luckily 
with many phone calls, texts, and 
emails made, information was 
found out that the carnival was 
not renewed with Colfax and Nez 
Perce Co. Fair.  Our contract was 
extended one more year, with the 
clause in it allowing us to cancel 
due to sickness.  With the help of 
the manager from Nez Perce Co. 
Fair, another contact number was 
located with the carnival and upon 
calling we found out that they had 
no intention of coming to Orofino 
Lumberjack Days. 

This is not news you want to 
hear this late in the season when 
carnivals already have their sched-
ules set, but luckily the manager 
from Nez Perce Co. Fair was able 
to put us in contact with their new 
carnival and they were able to 
make it work to come to Orofino.  
Midway for Fun will be our carni-
val for this year. 

The contract has been signed 
and the presale tickets have been 
sent and should be here early this 
week.  Watch for an article next 
week, as to where they will be for 
sale. 

The prices will be $30 for pre-
sale and $35 at the park.  If you 
want to check out their website go 
to www.brassringamusementinc.
com and click on silver state 

amusement.  They have 20 rides 
(depending on the area available), 
games and food vendors.

The merchandise is ordered 
through Sandy River Marketing 
and should be here sometime in 
August.  The tee shirts, sweat-
shirts, and hats will again be avail-
able at Elite Repeats.

The repair of the bleachers will 
take place, but hoping to hold off 
until it gets cooler to start. The 
first entry for the log show has al-
ready been received.  

The Auction committee has sent 
out the letters for the auction, to 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 17, 
after the main parade.  The first 
auction item was already donated 
and picked up from Clearwater 
Power Co.  Thank you to them for 
their quick response to the letter.

Food booths are still being final-
ized.  The Seventh-day Adventists 
have not replied back to messages 
about their booth.  If OCI does not 
hear in the next couple of weeks, 
there will be an opening in the 
park. 

The couple of booths that were 
not filled, have now been spoken 
for.  If any organizations are inter-
ested in having a food booth inside 
the park, please call the Orofino 
Lumberjack Days 208-476-3412 
and leave a message.  If you are 
setting up outside the park, that 
is not the responsibility of Orofino 
Celebrations and the individual(s) 
should contact the Orofino City 
Hall at 208-476-4725.

The next regular monthly meet-
ing is Aug. 23, at 6 p.m. at the 
White Pine Building.

Wednesday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

97. Southeast wind around 5 mph 
becoming calm.

Wednesday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

64. West wind 3 to 6 mph.
Thursday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
90. West northwest wind 3 to 6 
mph. Winds could gust as high as 
18 mph.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

57.
Friday

Sunny, with a high near 87.
Friday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
56.

Saturday
Sunny, with a high near 92.

Saturday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

58.
Sunday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
96.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

59.
Monday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
97.

Eric Engle, 54, of Orofino, died 
June 30 of carbon monoxide 
poisoning from inhalation of 
exhaust fumes while working at 
the Dworshak Dam in Ahsahka. 
His death is currently under in-
vestigation.

Pierce 1860 

Days is set for 

this weekend
By Brandy Denison

This weekend is the 53rd Annual 
Pierce 1860 Days, Aug. 5,6, and 7; 
three days filled with fun events 
and adventures! 

Since 1970, Pierce, has been 
celebrating the founding of their 
town with their annual celebra-
tion, “Pierce 1860 Days”, which 
has always been held the first full 
weekend of August. 

In the beginning this was an 
event that was put together by the 
local Lions club, but now it is be-
ing continued by the hard work of 
volunteers and local businesses. 

By Norma Brand
The attraction to horses started 

early in the lives of Queen Madi-
son and Princess Ava. Their fam-
ilies have been an important part 
of this interest, and a reason they 
have had the opportunity to devel-
op their abilities to become the ex-
cellent riders they are today. 

I visited with Angel Gering, 
Queen Coordinator Director for 
the Wild Weippe Rodeo. She ex-
plained her duties for arranging 
the queen contest at the rodeo. 
This included advertising for con-
testants, finding the judges, get-
ting the girls and their families as 
much information as they needed 
to compete. 

After the competition, the queen 
and princess will need to get flow-
ers, nice shirts and chaps ready 
for their parades and rodeos. An-
gel’s job is to help them find what 
they need, or the people who can 

Wild Weippe Rodeo Royalty, Queen Madison Boccasini and Princess Ava Goetz. Photo by Brittany Goetz 

2022 Wild Weippe Rodeo Queen Madison Boccasini and 

Princess Ava Goetz welcome you to this year’s event
make things for them, plus order 
buckles, crowns and whatever 
else they may need. 

Beginning about February, An-
gel starts looking at different rode-
os and parades across the region. 
The winners are required to go to 
the Asotin County Fair and Hells 
Canyon Rodeo, Riggins Rodeo, 
or White Bird Rodeo, Grangeville 
Border Days Rodeo and Parade, 
Pierce 1860 Days Parade, the 
Wild Weippe Rodeo, the Lewiston 
Roundup Rodeo and Parade and 
Orofino Lumberjack Days Parade. 

If they are interested in attend-
ing any other events, it is Angel’s 
job to let them know when and 

where they are and make contact 
with those organizations to get 
them signed up for their events. 
This year the two contestants 
were sponsored by Debco Con-
struction. Their generous dona-
tion gave them ability to have their 
chaps made and covered their 
other expenses. 

Madison’s father, Tony Boccas-
ini, was born in Spenser, NY. His 
dad, Mike, was the manager at the 
race track, so the interest in hors-
es started early in his life. 

Tony and his wife, Dana, even-
tually moved to Mesa, AZ., where 
his sister, Cynthia, worked with 
training Apppaloosa horses. 

Madison was born in 2005. At 
the age of three years old her aunt 
shared her interest in horses and 
the rest is history. 

The family moved to Blake, ID 
five or six years ago and now live 
on a 412 acre ranch. 

Last year, with the encourage-
ment of 2021 Wild Weippe Rodeo 
Queen, Breyer boyer, she entered 
the competition for Queen of the 
Wild Weippe Rodeo. 

Ava Goetz also participated in 
the Queen contest. 

The two gals achieved the high-

(See...Pierce 1860 Days

pg 17A)

Council adopts 

tentative proposed 

budget for 2023
 At the regular meeting, July 26, 
Orofino City Council adopted the 
tentative proposed budget for the 
fiscal year of 2023 in the amount 
of $9,642,397 and set a public 
hearing date for Aug. 23, but not 
without a heated discussion.
 Treasurer Donna Wilson re-
minded everyone of the timeline 
involved to be in compliance with 
setting a public hearing date pri-
or to the date for the final budget 
to be approved. Gladhart was in-
formed that if there was an issue, 
this would be the time to discuss 
how the money is spent.
 Gladhart stated he had con-

(See...Council adopts

pg 12A)

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather
Max.
  99
103
100
  98
  90
  93 
  78

Min.
74
71
73
70
65
67
67

July 25
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Min.
  65 
  68 
  71 
  71 
  72 
  68 
  71 

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Max.
100
102 
104 
105 
108 
107 
106

Last Week’s 
Weather

Aug. 2
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
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