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 According to Roy Hill, director 
of the Nez Perce County Road and 
Bridge Department, the down-
graded weight limit will be per-
manent on the Lenore Bridge.
The Idaho Transportation Depart-
ment recently determined that the 
bridge along U.S. Highway 12 is 
not adequate for carrying current 
legal loads and the weight limit 
must be reduced.
 It is estimated that permanent 
repairs to the bridge, which was 
constructed in 1935, may be-
gin within a month. The Lenore 
Bridge was closed briefly in No-
vember by emergency order from 
the transportation department 
after broken planks were discov-

ITD says Lenore Bridge 
weight limit has been 
permanently reduced

This photo of the Lenore Bridge appeared in the Clearwater Tri-
bune in 2020.

ered on the bridge deck.
 Temporary repairs that in-
volved placing large steel plates 
over the damaged portion of the 
bridge were made and traffic was 
reopened.
 Motorists, however, were urged 
to use extreme caution while 
crossing the bridge because the 
temporary steel plates have a ten-
dency to become slick, especially 
when there is frost and ice.
 According to an article in the 
Lewiston Tribune, engineers from 
the transportation department 
continued to evaluate the bridge 
to establish capacity calculations. 
Wednesday’s announcement was 
the result of that evaluation.

 According to a statement pro-
vided by Matt Rabe, Director of 
Public Affairs, Northwestern Di-
vision, U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) met with the 
family of Eric Engle, the Walla 
Walla District employee who died 
while on duty June 29 at Dwor-
shak Dam, to share with them the 
findings of their internal investiga-
tion. 
 The family was told on Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, it was the determina-
tion of the investigating team that 

Eric Engle’s family provided 

findings of internal investigation 

on death at Dworshak Dam
Mr. Engle’s death was not caused 
by the violation by USACE of any 
Army or USACE safety policies or 
practices. 
 The statement went on to say, 
“While we will never truly know 
exactly what happened, our teams 
will learn from this tragic inci-
dent and take steps to reduce the 
chances of this happening to any 
other employee.”
 The Clearwater County Sheriff’s 
Office earlier determined from 
an autopsy and toxicology report 
on Eric, a longtime Orofino resi-

dent, who was 54 at the time of 
his death, that the cause of death 
was due to carbon monoxide poi-
soning from inhalation of exhaust 
fumes. Eric had been operating 
a gas-powered washer in a small 
access leading to the diversion 
tunnel. His body was found in 
the area of the powerhouse ear-
ly June 30. According to Eric’s 
family, they were “expecting this 
determination from the USACE.” 
The family is waiting on the report 
from OSHA to be released before 
they make any further decisions.

(Publisher’s Note: Dr. Duane 
Wolverton has been a longtime, 
much-loved veterinarian for the 
pets and livestock of Clearwater 
County residents. The Clearwater 
Tribune is happy to bring you ar-
ticles from his journal.)

Editors,
I wasn’t going to do any arti-

cles until I retired, but decided 
to dole some stories out slowly.

Duane Wolverton
Around  9 p.m., I receive a 

phone call. The woman on the line 
explains her son’s cat has broken 
its leg. “Can you help?” she asks. 
“We’re at the Riverside motel.”

“Okay,” I said, “Give me 20 min-
utes. I’ll meet you at the clinic.”

As planned, they are waiting as 
I arrive. The woman and this nine 
or 10 year old boy enter the exam 

The Cat and the Kid
By Elizabeth Morgan
 Councilwoman Jennifer Dun-
away presided as Mayor Pro Tem 
at the Orofino City Council meet-
ing held Dec. 13, as Mayor Sean 
Simmons was unable to attend.
 At the last meeting, the council 
had asked to get an update from 
the mountain bike group. Bri-
an Morris and his wife, Cecelia, 
were at the meeting to provide 
more information concerning a 
new mountain bike club they have 
been instrumental in creating here 
called the Clearwater Mountain 
Bike Club, (CMBC) with about 20 
members. 
 The club is working with the 
Corps of Engineers on a partner-
ship document. Once that has 
been created and both groups sign 
off on it, CMBC will have their sta-
tus as a 501c nonprofit organiza-
tion, enabling the club to acquire 
membership with the Internation-
al Mountain Biking Club Associa-
tion.
 At that point, the club will seek 
donations and grant money to 
move forward in building world 
class trails throughout the area. 
“We’re trying to move forward in 
every way we can to help grow the 
sport in this area. I’ve been talking 
with a lot of the other groups in 
Moscow, Lewiston, Weiser, and 
Boise and have received their sup-
port. 
 “Together” said Morris, “we 
could really help promote addi-
tional recreation, to help bring 
more people to this area to spend 
their money here. Mountain bik-
ing is universally one of the fastest 
growing sports right now.”
 Morris said he had met with 
Doug Adams with Dworshak Rec-
reation, pertaining to possible 
grants and donations. The club 
hopes to have some significant 
funding moving into the fall. Once 
everything falls into place with the 
Corps, Morris noted he plans to 
begin flagging trails to be devel-
oped around the Dworshak area 
near Merrys Bay.
 “Before moving forward, an 
archeological study is required, 
which could take some time, so 
we’re probably looking at fall be-
fore we actually put shovels in 
the dirt. Hopefully we’d be able to 
knock out two to three more addi-
tional miles of trail pretty quickly.  
“I’m planning on flagging at least 
five to six trails this year, so next 
spring we’d be able to move for-
ward and have more trails than 
most of the areas around here 
have right now. If you look at 
the app of forest trails used in 
the mountain biking community, 
there’s a huge area in Idaho with-
out mountain biking trails.

Clearwater Mountain Bike Club
 “Clearwater County has trails, 
but they’re not really set up for 
mountain biking. We’re going to 
try to modify some of the existing 
trails that are here. We’ve actual-
ly been working on the trails near 
Cold Springs, so we’re moving 
ahead pretty solidly right now.”
 Councilman Mark Swayne ex-
pressed appreciation for the work 
that has been done to initiate the 
trails, and said he knows how it’s 
often difficult to get support. He 
asked if the club had considered 
hooking on to the snowmobile 
trail system, as there are several 
100 miles out there in the county 
that may be good for that.
 Morris explained that they were 
looking at more of a single track 
for mountain biking. “Those types 
of trails are great for gravel biking 
and other kinds of recreational 
usage, but mountain bikers are 
more focused on a single track. 
We’re going to use a lot of the exist-
ing old logging roads that are up 
there to serve as access points. 
 “We’re looking at something a 
little bit more technical and bring-
ing in some different folks. There 
are already trails in this area, Mer-
rys Bay is one of the single tracks 
and Cold Springs is another.
 Other trails are Westridge and 
Eastridge, but for the most part 
they are hiking trails, and it takes 
a lot of work to make them into 
more of a mountain bike/hiking 
trail, in the way that they’re de-
signed. It’s really hard to ride a bi-
cycle on them and some trails just 
go straight up with switchbacks 
which are almost impossible to 
ride. We can leave most as a hik-
ing only kind of section and then 
have a route for the mountain bik-
ers to get around a little bit easier 
and hopefully bring in some more 
people to ride those trails.” 
 As far as trail maintenance, 
Morris shared that once the trail 
is built maintenance is something 
that’s always involved, especially 
with all the trees and vegetation. 
“Every time we’re out riding, one 
tends to pick up the branches, 
move trees, perhaps mark them 
on the GPS and come back with a 
chainsaw if needed, to clear them 
out of the way. As more people get 
involved, others are likely to do 
the same. Like I said, we already 
have 20 people that are dedicated 
and willing to be a part of this.”
 Brenda Drobish with the Safe 
Routes to School program talked 
about promoting the topic in April 
as mountain biking is relatively 
new to this area. We are thinking 
about bringing in some profes-
sional mountain bikers, showing 
mountain bike videos at the the-
ater, maybe as a fundraiser to help 

promote the sport and to give the 
community more information.
 Morris added, “There’s a lot of 
really good videos about commu-
nities just like Orofino that are 
born into mountain biking. They 
were primarily logging or mining 
communities at one point and are 
now thriving with the mountain 
bike community, having numer-
ous trails accessible directly from 
town. Many of the locals from 
those areas are now mountain 
biking.
 Dunaway thanked the Morris’s 
for attending that evening. “We ap-
preciate your enthusiasm, energy 
and the effort put forth to make 
this happen.”

Also on the agenda
 Other items to appear on the 
evening’s agenda included a let-
ter of concern submitted by Lexi 
Sneddon of Orofino, to address 
the issue of parental mental health 
in Orofino. She would like for chil-
dren  in this community to stop 
being victims of abuse and to stop 
losing parents to suicide, drugs 
and alcohol.
 Sneddon believes the commu-
nity should work together to start 
a group for parents to meet ev-
ery week locally to talk about the 
struggles of parenting, and any 
other personal issues they may be 
going through. “Peer support is a 
vital factor in self-care and men-
tal health. Focusing on a parent’s 
mental health could be a whole 
new beginning of taking care of 
each other and protecting the kids 
in our community, ensuring a bet-
ter future for all.”
 The council approved a request 
for cancellation of the City Council 
meeting scheduled for Dec. 27.

Departmental reports
 Due to illness, Administrator 
Ryan Smathers was not in atten-
dance.
 Treasurer Donna Wilson pre-
sented financial statements for 
the council’s review and had no 
further report.
 Building Official Todd Perry an-
nounced a public hearing to be 
held by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission Dec. 20, regarding a 
request for long term residency in 
a camper. The commissioners will 
make their recommendation to 
the council on Jan. 10.
 Perry also met with Matt Per-
kins, the Urban Forest Coordina-
tor for the Department of Lands. 
He shared that Idaho has a web-
site for urban forest tree invento-
ry and asked if Orofino wished to 
participate on their website. The 
city would update their own tree 
inventory which would be added 
(See..Clearwater Mountain Bike

pg 12A)

The late Eric Engle, third from left, is shown with his family, who was recently informed of the find-
ings of the Corps of Engineers’ internal investigation into his death at Dworshak Dam.

Wednesday
A 20 percent chance of snow before 
11 a.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 22. West wind 5 to 7 mph, with 
gusts as high as 22 mph.

Wednesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
-10. Wind chill values as low as -17. 
West northwest wind around 6 mph 
becoming east northeast after mid-
night.

Thursday
Mostly sunny and cold, with a high 
near 9. East wind around 6 mph.

Thursday Night
A 40 percent chance of snow after 
11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 3. New snow accumulation of 
less than a half inch possible.

Friday
Snow likely, mainly before 11 a.m. 
Cloudy, with a high near 24. Chance 
of precipitation is 60%. New snow ac-
cumulation of 1 to 2 inches possible.

Friday Night
A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 23.

Saturday
A chance of rain and snow. Snow lev-
el 1700 feet rising to 3400 feet in the 
afternoon. Cloudy, with a high near 
32.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain and snow before 
11pm, then a chance of snow and 
freezing rain. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 27.

Christmas Day
A chance of rain, snow, and freezing 
rain. Cloudy, with a high near 36.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain and snow. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 31.

Monday
A chance of rain and snow. Cloudy, 
with a high near 39.

room with a 12 week old black 
and white kitten. The cat is cra-
dled in his arm with the left rear 
rear leg dangling in the air.

So I explained the procedure 
and the cost for sedation, hospi-
talization and so on. The lady says 
“I need to talk to you.”

Leaving the kid and the cat in 
the exam room, she closes the 
door. She tells me, “We just got to 
town. My husband starts his job 
tomorrow at the prison. I need to 
find a place to rent, get my son en-
rolled in school and find a job. We 
have no money. Can you tell my 
son that some things just can’t be 

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.
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