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MAYOR BUNCH WRITES

BY ERNIE BUNCH

What is the Purpose of the 
General Plan?

The Cave Creek General Plan is 
the community’s long-range guide 
for future physical, economic 
and social development decisions 
over the next 20-plus years. The 
General Plan contains a vision 
statement, along with maps, 
goals, policies and implementation 
strategies that address issues 
such as land use, growth, 
circulation, parks and open space, 
and the environment. Collectively, 
all the General Plan components 

serve as a policy document for the Town outlining the 
future envisioned by the public.

Why Update the General Plan Now?
State law mandates that each city and town in 

Arizona adopt a “comprehensive, long-range General 
Plan for the development of the municipality.” These 
plans must also be updated and adopted by voters 
every 10 years. Cave Creek’s current General Plan was 
last ratified by voters in 2005 with two subsequent 
Council-adopted versions but ratification losses in 2016 
and 2018. The current effort includes extensive public 
outreach to ensure the Plan is in alignment with the 
residents’ vision for the community. It was adopted by 
the Town Council on Nov. 2, 2020 and will be placed on 
the May 2021 ballot for ratification. Ratification of the 
General Plan will bring the Town into compliance with 
Arizona state statute.

What Topics Does the General Plan Address?
State law requires that a General Plan for a 

community the size of Cave Creek address the following 
core elements: Land Use and Circulation. Additionally, 
the Town has elected to expand the General Plan to 
include elements such as Growth Areas, Open Space, 
Environmental Planning, Water Resources and Cost of 
Development. 

How Will It Be Used?
The General Plan guides land use and zoning 

decisions by the Town. It does not change existing 
zoning, however, future zoning changes must conform 
to the General Plan, as may be amended. The public 
is encouraged to consult the General Plan, as well as 
the Town’s other adopted and accepted guidelines, 
as it provides specific information with respect to the 
types of land use, transportation and open spaces the 
Town encourages. Beyond Cave Creek’s government, 
the General Plan may also be used by residents, local 
businesses and community groups to better understand 
the future vision for the Town of Cave Creek.

For More Information
For in-depth information on the 2021 General Plan, 

please visit www.cavecreekgp.com. Your vote in favor of 
the General Plan is critically important! Please let your 
voice be heard in support of the Vision and Values of 
Cave Creek’s future! 

T
he Town of Cave Creek is on a mission to 
recognize and celebrate its vibrant and diverse 
history — and it is asking residents for their input. 

In an effort to celebrate its diversity — from its 
residents and its wildlife to local businesses, culture, 
entertainment — and promote exploration of the 
unique places that have shaped and housed the 
town’s vibrant character (and characters!), the Town is 
launching Cave Creek Local Landmarks. 

Iconic places in town will be recognized by a bronze 
plaque that will inter-connect celebrated landmarks 
to a storytelling map. This map hosts destinations 
across Cave Creek for the public to explore virtually, 
physically and over time — through the storytelling 
of Cave Creek’s pioneers, their descendants and its 
residents and guests.

Technology Helps Tell the Stories
QR Codes will be found on each plaque. Simply 

scan the code into a smart phone to be teleported to 
an interactive map, where pictures and stories of these 
Local Landmarks live to be explored and enjoyed. 

“With the opportunities presented by technology, 
this program can become a dynamic way for people 
to remain connected to the Town of Cave Creek and 
keep our roots alive,” the Town shared on the Local 
Landmarks site.

Cave Creek says that the implications for this 
program using smart devices goes beyond the goal 
of recognition of these landmarks, and that over time 
there is a possibility of integrating “Local Landmarks” 
to business advertising and retail specials for tourists 
and locals with a Cave Creek app. 

Nominations Are Open
Residents are invited to nominate a place in town 

that is special to them for consideration. Whether a 
restaurant that knows them by name; a building that 
has housed renditions of a favorite small businesses, 
over-time; a place so famous (or infamous), that an 
address isn’t needed to get there — name a destination 
that has served to expand the town’s character and 
charm in recent years, or one that has been enjoyed 
for generations. Nominations may be submitted to: 
locallandmarks@cavecreekaz.gov. 

For more information, visit www.cavecreekaz.gov/
locallandmarks.

The Kiwanis Marketplace Thrift Store 
announced that, beginning April 1, they will extend 
their hours each day until 5pm. Residents will be 
able to shop, donate and volunteer from 9am to 5pm, 
Tuesday through Saturday.

“We are delighted to announce our new hours 
of operation effective April 1st,” shared Marketplace 
general manager, Sandra Carrier. “We hope this change 
will help make shopping at the Kiwanis Marketplace 
as convenient as possible and accommodate our 
customers seeking that unique treasure. The Kiwanis 
Marketplace is truly blessed to be in such a generous 
Community, one that is dedicated to offering such 
amazing donations while promoting our mission of 
supporting our local children in need.” 

Through the Marketplace, located at 6535 E. Cave 
Creek Rd. in Cave Creek, the Kiwanis Club of Carefree 
foundation raises money to support its projects. 
Since opening the Marketplace in August 2015, the 
Kiwanis have granted over three million dollars to 
local organizations. 

The marketplace is always looking for volunteers 
to help. Volunteers will work a morning or an 
afternoon shift, and the organization says that it 

welcomes any amount of time that can be given.
Call 480.488.8400 or visit www.kiwanismarketplace.

org to find out more and to shop the online store, open 
to treasure hunters 24/7. 
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Sandra Carrier, Kiwanis Marketplace general manager, with 
volunteers Glen and Tom


