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BEST IN TOWN SUNDAY BRUNCH!

We have something for you!
Mimosas and Bloody Mary's

10 am - 3 pm 

Sweet or Savory? 

BY KATHRYN M. MILLER

F
ifty-four percent of Arizona’s third grade 
students did not score proficiently  
on the 2019 AzMERIT exam. The  

pass rate was even lower for low-income 
students, 66 percent of whom did not 
score proficiently. Studies have shown that 
students who do not read proficiently by the 
end of third grade are four times less likely 
to graduate from high school. This is where 
Read Better Be Better (RBBB) comes in.

Founded in 2014 by Sophie Etchart, 
this local nonprofit is dedicated to helping 
children improve their literacy skills and 
become better learners. The after-school 
program is also the only one in the state 
to involve middle school students in the 
solution: RBBB pairs second through 
fourth grade “Readers” with middle to high 
school “Leaders.” 

“They work side by side, working through 
our very structured curriculum,” explained 
Tammy Paz-Combs, program director, 
“with the ultimate goal of improving 
third-graders’ reading comprehension 
skills. Not necessarily reading but reading 
comprehension through our lessons 
that focus on asking questions, inferring 
meaning, making connections, so that they 
are improving their reading skills.”

The organization partners with various 
Valley schools, offering their program in 
an after-school setting for 10 weeks during  
the school year. Their program had just 
over 400 students participating this year, 
but then came the coronavirus.

When Arizona schools closed and 
distance learning began, RBBB worked 
to develop a home-based version of 
its in-person program, RBBB At Home. 

“We came together and started working 
on what we could do to support our 
families. Not only the families that were 
already in the program but any third-
grade family that might need an additional 
resource,” Paz-Combs shared.

The organization has distributed  
over 2,300 of its literacy kits just over the 
fall months, and the at-home version  
of the program is now available at no cost  
to all families in the state of Arizona.  
This version is geared toward families  
with both grade school students and  
upper grade students, who can serve 

as leaders, but caregivers can also fill  
that role.

The RBBB At Home 
program provides each 

participating household 
with all of the resources 

needed: a Family Literacy 
Kit containing materials for 

programming, virtual training 

on how to implement the program at  
home, weekly check-ins with a RBBB Site 
Leader to offer support and guidance,  
and access to an online portal. All forms, 
surveys, and meetings occur online, 
allowing for little to no in-person contact 
between participants and RBBB staff.

Paz-Combs said that feedback from the 
pilot program has been positive.

“We hear a lot of stories from caregivers 
about how their child might have been 
falling behind, but with our program, 
they’re finding that love of reading again, 
they’re putting pencil to paper, they’re 
seeing those improvements.”

She also indicated that, given the 
difficulties that the pandemic has created 
for schools, caregivers and students, the 
learning opportunities will continue 
beyond the current school year.

“We will be carrying it over into the 
summer with this new model of at-home 
programming. We’ve done some summer 
programming in the past, but this will be 
one of those years that we are absolutely 
going to be offering resources and the 
support of program coaches throughout 
the summer months.”

Families who would like to participate 
in the RBBB At Home program, or who 
would like additional information, may  
visit www.readbetterbebetter.org or call 
602.374.8695. |CST
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