
S
e

rv
in

g
 t

h
e

 C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
 S

in
c
e

 2
0

0
2

    

18

4.21

VICE MAYOR CRANE WRITES...

VICE MAYOR 

Town of Carefree

480.488.3686
www.carefree.org

BY JOHN CRANE

Water is the lifeblood of the desert. 
In Maricopa County alone there are 
about 4.5 million desert dwellers. 
2040 projections estimate there may 
be as many as seven million of us. Our 
quality of life, our economic vitality 
and, literally, our survival depend on 
a reliable source of quality water. As 
the drought continues, have you ever 
stopped to think where the water that 
flows out of your tap comes from? If 
you knew, you might have a better 
appreciation of this resource that 
many take for granted.

In the Town of Carefree, about 
two-thirds of our delivered water 

originates from the Central Arizona Project (CAP) system. 
The rest comes from Carefree Water Company wells 
tapping into an aquifer under our town. The ratio varies 
from year to year. Some neighboring communities depend 
100 percent on CAP water or different sources and ratios 
depending on a wide range of factors. 

If water from wells meet federal and Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality standards, it is 
ready to drink. The CAP water flowing from your tap 
is a much more interesting tale. In the early 1900s, 
Arizona negotiated shares of Colorado River Basin water 
with neighboring states and Mexico. But how to move 
1.5-million-acre feet of water from the Colorado River to 
the population centers in Arizona? There are over 325,000 
gallons of water per acre foot. For perspective, each 
residence uses about a third of an acre foot per year. 

In 1985, after 20 years of construction, the CAP 
engineering marvel of tunnels, pumps and canals began to 
move Lake Havasu water uphill 800 feet high, through a 
seven-mile tunnel and then into 336 miles of open canals 
and infrastructure, including the Lake Pleasant reservoir. In 
total the system lifts water nearly 3,000 vertical feet from 
the diversion off the river to the end of the system south of 
Tucson. Depending on flow, water takes five to seven days 
to go from the beginning to the end of the aqueduct. 

But there is still work to be done. Surface water from 
CAP must be treated by water treatment plants. Drinking 
water produced by these water treatment plants and 
from wells is delivered by local water companies, mostly 
municipality owned, to the public. In Carefree, we rely 
upon neighboring communities, Scottsdale or Cave Creek, 
to treat our CAP water and deliver it to the Carefree Water 
Company. The Carefree Water Company then delivers that 
water to our residents.

How does a water customer begin to have a voice in 
such an important process that impacts their quality of life 
and economic vitality? While we elect CAP board members 
in general elections, virtually every community endeavors 
to control as much of their water service as possible and, 
therefore, their destiny. In Carefree, we recently solidified 
our plan to acquire the water accounts within Carefree that 
are currently serviced by our neighboring Town of Cave 
Creek. We are working to control as much of our water 
destiny as possible.

The next time you turn the tap, take a moment to 
consider the approximately one-week journey each drop of 
water has taken from Lake Havasu to your sink and why it 
is so important for each community to manage their own 
water destiny. And then, value every drop.

Carefree —  

The Wonder of Water

BY KATHRYN M. MILLER

T
he morning of Thursday, March 11, crews 
were hard at work updating the iconic 
Sundial that has served as a focal point  

in downtown Carefree since 1959. Their mission: 
install a reincarnation of the Sunburst that 
had been missing from the Sundial for nearly  
20 years.

Early photos of the Sundial showed a  
seven-foot wide, wrought iron Sunburst hanging 
from its midway point. The Sunburst is even 
captured in the Town seal, but it had been missing 
since 2004.

As the story was told by Carefree Vice  
Mayor John Crane in his March CITYSunTimes 
column, “The Joe Wong designed Sunburst 
enjoyed a short life. In 2004, when the Sunburst 
was determined to be beyond repair it was 
donated to the Cave Creek Museum where it 
resided outside for many years.

“The impetus for change often comes from an 
unsuspecting source. A few years ago, after many 
years safeguarding the Sunburst, the Museum 
returned it to the Town of Carefree. Broken and 
battered, the Sunburst took up residence in a 
corner of a Town garage. Then, in 2019, a Carefree 
resident, who prefers to remain anonymous, 
took it upon himself to return this misplaced, but 
not forgotten, historic and iconic art piece to its 
rightful place.”

Now, a reincarnated Sunburst, dimensionally 
identical to the original, but with improved design 
and modern materials, holds a place of honor in 
the Town center, once again celebrating the desert 
sunshine and casting its glow beneath the Sundial.

After its installation in March, Crane added, 
“A bit of history retuned to downtown Carefree 

in March with the installation of the Sunburst 
hanging from the midway point of the Sundial 
gnomon (the vertical extension). For a real 
treat, check out the Sunburst at night with the 
Sundial LEDs illuminating through the Sunburst  
colored glass.” |CST

Learn more: www.carefree.org.

Historic Sunburst is Restored  

to Iconic Carefree Sundial

PHOTOS: K. MILLER


