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Photo 1: Experience a virtual visit to the OKC Zoo’s 
red panda habitat at Sanctuary Asia from your 
smartphone, computer or tablet to watch 18-month 
old Khyana play and connect and enjoy the winter 
weather.  Photo provided.

Photo 2: Get an exclusive real-time look at OKC Zoo’s 
adorable red panda Thomas online at okczoo.org/
redpandacam. Photo provided.

Photo 3: OKC Zoo Panda cam art   

By Jack L. Werner, Ph.D.A to Z Inspections

Whether a house or a commercial building, it is a large financial investment.  I don’t mean to be flip-pant, but if you were shov-ing all your money into the pot for a poker hand, would you study and evaluate your hand?  Do the same with your commercial building or your home.   
The real estate superstars recommend a “pre-inspec-tion,” an owner’s inspection before the home is put on the market.   Usually referred to as “pre-inspections,” the in-dustry leaders believe that securing a thorough inspec-tion up front will result in a faster sale and net more dol-lars to the owner.  “Knowledge is power” ap-plies here.  If an owner can 

lay down a comprehensive inspection in conjunction with an offer, it places the owner in the driver’s seat.  The owner can then say: • “I know you need to get an inspection.”• “Certainly secure your own inspection.”• “I have had a really tough one done, and here is what I will or will not fix in order for me to accept your offer.”  

The statements I hear about why sellers don’t get a pre-inspection appear to re-volve around these thoughts: • If I know about it, I have to disclose it. • I don’t want to spend money on an inspection. • There is nothing wrong with my house. Stop!  BUYERS WILL GET AN INSPECTION.  

Thoroughness, prepara-tion, honesty pay off.   If you want the names of the real estate superstars or  ar-ticles or books recommend-ing “Get a pre-inspection” as priority advice, contact me at 405/412-7861.  

Jack L. Werner, Ph.D., is the owner of A to Z Inspec-tions.   He was the first des-ignated Master Inspector by ORCIA (Oklahoma Residen-tial and Commercial Inspec-tion Association).  Werner holds a degree in construc-tion from OSU and teaches Certified Aging in Place Spe-cialist (CAPS) and Universal Design & Build for the Na-tional Association of Home Builders.  He teaches home inspections for Francis Tut-tle Career-Tech.  He can be reached at 405/412-7861. 

Why the seller should get an inspection

Many Facilities Poised to Loosen Visitation Restrictions as State and National Data show steep decline in Nursing Home COVID cases 
Staff Report 

Data released by the Oklaho-ma State Department of Health (OSDH) shows that new COV-ID-19 infections in long-term care (LTC) facilities have fall-en to less than 10 percent of rates reported in late 2020. As a result, many facilities are poised to loosen visitation restrictions, a recent press re-lease from an advocacy group of LTC facilities asserted this week.  
From Feb. 11-18 of 2021, there were 39 new COVID cases among residents, according to data reported by OSDH. In the last week of December 2020, that weekly total was 443.Additionally, test positivity rates continue to decline. In data released by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Servic-es, far fewer Oklahoma coun-ties are listed as “red.” In the last week of Decem-ber 2020, 29 Oklahoma coun-ties were listed as red counties for high nursing home positiv-ity rates. In the week ending on Feb. 17, just 11 counties were listed as red.

Most skilled nursing facili-ties in Oklahoma have now held at least one vaccination clinic, and many have complet-ed the three clinic process. Na-tionally, upwards of 80 percent of LTC residents have now re-ceived at least one dose of the vaccine, as reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.Those vaccinations appear to be contributing to declining rates of COVID transmission in nursing homes that are far outpacing the rest of the popu-lation, according to a study by the Kaiser Family Foundation.  Care Providers Oklahoma President and CEO Steven Buck attributed the declin-ing COVID positivity rates in nursing facilities to a combina-tion of vaccines and rigorous infection control procedures.“These vaccines are suc-cessfully driving down posi-tivity rates in our facilities,” said Buck. “That, combined with the enormous investment our skilled nursing facilities have made in enhanced PPE, infection control training, and ‘hero pay’ for staff are all con-tributing to these positive out-comes. It is also important to give a nod to our neighbors for helping minimize community spread, which is the number one indicator of whether CO-VID-19 impacts long term care settings.”
While regulatory authorities have directed skilled nursing facilities to limit visitation for safety reasons, Buck said he 

anticipates those restrictions to be slowly relaxed as positiv-ity rates continue to decline.“Our providers follow CMS guidelines and the guidelines laid out by the Oklahoma De-partment of Health when it comes to visitation, so there will still be significant precau-tions in place for the foresee-

able future, including health screenings, social distancing and mask wearing,” said Buck. “Still, we are quickly reach-ing a point where nursing homes are the safest environ-ments available for seniors be-cause of our high vaccination rates among our residents and continued on page 6

Metro Tech responds to Oklahoma’s 
nursing shortageBy Darla Shelden
City Sentinel Reporter

As the state’s need for skilled health care workers is in high demand, Metro Tech is re-sponding to meet Oklahoma City’s shortage of nurses by offering a Nurse Refresher course.
“Maintaining flexibility in training is key to help indi-viduals fill the workforce gap sooner,” the press release stat-ed. “The nursing shortage is a call-to-action for all former registered nurses and licensed practical nurses to return to the field.”

Critical changes to the Nurse Refresher course allow health professionals to renew licens-es, refresh their skills and take exams in one-half the time.Metro Tech’s partnership with OU Health Sciences per-mits students to complete their online course training in under six months. Once course work is complete, students attend Metro Tech to complete the fi-nal 42 hours of lab skills. The option to participate in virtual clinicals is an innovative way to meet the criteria. “Our Nurse Refresher pro-gram is designed to get nurses back in the workplace by pro-viding quality training through didactic and showing compe-tency through lab skills and clinical, whether it’s through virtual means or in the clini-cal setting,” said Jay Decoteau, Adult Instructional Coordina-tor for health care courses at Metro Tech.
“In any of our health care programs, the hands-on train-ing allows students to work alongside health care profes-sionals in clinical settings,’ De-coteau continued. “They are able to apply the skills they’ve learned confidently.Students can earn certifica-

tions that show the employer not only are they knowledge-able but have the skills re-quired for patient care,” Deco-

teau said.
Metro Tech Superintendent and CEO Aaron Collins said, 

First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City“In the heart of our city with a heart for the world.” 1201 N. RobinsonPh. 232-4255 www.fbcokc.orgSunday School: 9:15 a.m.; Worship: 10:30 a.m. Wednesday: Dinner 5p.m.;Bible Study 6 p.m. 
St. Joseph Old Cathedral307 N.W. 4th St., OKC, OK 73101Ph. 235-4565

Weekend Masses: Sat.Vigil @ 4pm; Sunday @ 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. NOON - Spanish Service, Weekday Masses: Mon-Fri. @ Noon, Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mon-Fri. 11:15 a.m. Sat. 3:15-3:50 p.m.
St. Paul’s Episcopal CathedralN.W. 7th and Robinsonwww.stpaulsokc.org Ph. 235-3436Sunday Holy Eucharist: 8, 9, 11 a.m.

Christian Education: 10:10 a.m.Thursday Holy Eucharist: 12:10 p.m.(St. Nicholas Chapel)
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC, OK 73118Ph. 525-2349

Pastor: Rev. John MetzingerWeekend Masses: Sat. @ 5 p.m., Sun. @ 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:45 a.m. (V.N.)

 Faith Directory

In response to the high demand for skilled health care workers, Metro Tech is 

now offering a Nurse Refresher Course.  Photo provided.

Other Metro Tech health care courses offered to fill high demand positions in-

clude Certified Nurse Assistant, Advanced Unlicensed Assistant, Certified Medi-

cation Aide, Phlebotomy. Surgical Technician, and Practical Nursing. Facebook 

photo.

continued on page 6
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ARTS DISTRICT
EXPERIENCE
FIRST FRIDAY GALLERY WALK 

Friday, February 5, 2021 • 6-9pm

We ask that all visitors please:

• Wear a mask • Practice social distancing

• Use provided hand sanitizer     

In the Paseo Arts & Creativity Center at 3024 Paseo  

GALLERY 1 - Poetic City’s Melanin Stories

GALLERY 2 - The annual Paseo Arts Association Members’ Show. An opening 

reception will be held on Friday, February 5, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. February 5-27

 Local and national art, great food, art classes and plenty of shopping!

405.525.2688  •  thepaseo.org

#FirstFridayPas
eo

gram coordinator said, “Nan-

cy’s dedication to mentoring is 

inspiring. She loves watching 

children grasp a new concept 

and helping them learn. Dur-

ing her time with our program 

she has always found a way to 

forge a special bond with her 

mentee, making special effort 

not to miss a birthday or spe-

cial moment.”

Emily Stratton, executive 

director of the Foundation for 

Excellence said, “We salute 

these outstanding mentors for 

the important role they play in 

helping young people achieve 

better academic, social and 

economic futures. Oklahoma 

mentors are truly changing 

lives!”
The Oklahoma Foundation 

for Excellence is a statewide 

nonprofit that recognizes and 

encourages academic excel-

lence in Oklahoma’s public 

schools. Through its statewide 

mentoring initiative, the foun-

dation promotes the growth 

and development of quality 

youth mentoring programs. 

OFE works with school dis-

tricts and mentoring organiza-

tions to promote mentoring as 

a positive step toward academ-

ic success.

Stratton said, “Through a 

statewide survey of mentor-

ing organizations, we found 

that the most positive program 

outcomes were improved aca-

demic performance, positive 

mentor-mentee relationships, 

improved behavior, increased 

self-esteem and greater enrich-

ment opportunities for partici-

pating youth.

“Mentoring also helps stu-

dents develop resilience and 

feel supported as they face dif-

ficult life challenges.”

National Mentoring Month 

is a campaign sponsored by 

MENTOR: The National Men-

toring Partnership to celebrate 

the power of mentoring rela-

tionships and recruit new vol-

unteer mentors. The Oklahoma 

Foundation for Excellence pro-

vides a directory of mentoring 

organizations across the state 

seeking volunteers. 

Honored mentor bios and 

program descriptions are listed 

online by their hometown and 

the city in which they mentor. 

For a list of all honored men-

tors, visit okmentors.org.  

22 Oklahoma Outstanding Mentors, 

2 from Oklahoma City, honored 

during National Mentor Month

continued from page 1

Left: Oklahoma County Commissioner Brian Maughan, Right: Legendary 

country music singer Charley Pride, who died in late 2020.

Celebrate love with OKC Zoo’s 2021 

Valentine’s Dinner
By Darla Shelden

City Sentinel Reporter

Valentine’s Day celebrators 

will go wild with a unique din-

ner experience at the Oklahoma 

City Zoo and Botanical Garden. 

The OKC Zoo is hosting two so-

cially distant  Valentine’s Din-

ner events at the Zoo’s Sea Lion 

Stadium on Saturday, Feb. 13 

and Sunday, Feb. 14. 

Each event will be limited to 

122 guests, 21 and older, to en-

sure adequate social distancing 

among attendees. Doors open at 

6:30 p.m. and the first course is 

served at 7 p.m.

Participants will enjoy din-

ing under the stars at private, 

socially distanced tables, ar-

ranged throughout the Zoo’s 

covered, outdoor venue Sea 

Lion Stadium. Heat lamps will 

create a cozy and inviting set-

ting, but dressing warmly is ad-

vised.
Both events will feature a 

three-course dinner provided 

by Salt and Surrey Catering. 

Menu options include a 

strawberry or tossed salad, 

south of France chicken, grilled 

pork loin with peach chutney, or 

portabella mushroom stack and 

a sweet ending with strawberry 

or chocolate mousse for dessert. 

Dinners will feature a full bar 

with domestic beer, wine, mixed 

drinks, soda and the event’s spe-

cialty cocktail, the Love Potion, 

available for purchase.

Each of the one-of-kind din-

ners will conclude with a splash 

as the Zoo’s California sea li-

ons and harbor seals along 

with their talented caretakers 

entertain guests with special-

ly-themed presentation,  Sealed 

with a Fish! 

“We are excited to expand 

our adult, 21 and older events 

and provide Zoo fans with a 

new, exclusive opportunity to 

celebrate the Valentine’s holi-

day in a memorable setting with 

our beloved wildlife,” said Jen-

na Dodson, OKC Zoo’s manager 

of events.

Guests will have the oppor-

tunity to complement their din-

ner with a half-dozen chocolate 

covered strawberries for an ad-

ditional $35.

Participants who plan to pro-

pose this Valentine’s Day can 

p u r c h a s e 

a propos-

al package 

to present 

during the 

Va lent i ne ’s 

Dinner and 

a Zoo rep-

resentat ive 

will reach 

out to help 

plan details 

for the very 

special occasion. 

Valentine’s Dinner admis-

sion is $120 per couple for 

ZOOfriends members and $140 

per couple for nonmembers.

During the ticket purchasing 

process, guests will be asked to 

give their menu choices and a 

place to request special seating 

with friends or other couples.

Tickets are now available 

at  okczoo.org. Tickets are non-

refundable and non-transfer-

able and events will be held rain 

or shine.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., first 

course is served at 7 p.m.

Advance tickets, required 

for all guests and ZOOfriends 

members, can be purchased at 

okczoo.org/tickets.  Zoo tickets 

are limited each day to main-

tain social distancing among 

guests. 

Regular admission is $12 for 

adults and $9 for children ages 

3-11 and seniors ages 65 and 

over. Children two and under 

are admitted free.

The Oklahoma City Zoo is 

open Thursday through Mon-

day from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. with no 

public access on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays

Guests are required to wear 

masks when in Zoo indoor loca-

tions. Masks can be purchased 

at the Zoo’s gift shop, restau-

rants and outdoor cafes.

Starting at $45, mem-

berships can be purchased 

at  ZOOfriends.org  and provide 

access to the OKC Zoo for an 

entire year plus, additional ben-

efits and discounts. 

To learn more about this and 

other Zoo happenings, call 405-

424-3344 or visit okczoo.org.

The OKC Zoo 2021 Valentine’s Dinner will conclude with a specially-themed presentation of “Sealed with a Fish” by the 

Zoo’s California sea lions and harbor seals along with their caretakers. Sealed with a Fish! Photo provided.

cutline

The OKC Zoo is hosting two socially distant Valentine’s Dinner events at the Zoo’s 

covered, outdoor Sea Lion Stadium on Saturday, Feb. 13 and Sunday, Feb. 14. 

Photo provided.

Mask Up for the First Friday Gallery Walk 

on Feb. 5
Staff Report 

Each First Friday of the 

month, the community is in-

vited to stroll the historic Pas-

eo Arts District. All of the Pas-

eo galleries have reopened, 

some with abbreviated hours, 

and most will be open late for 

First Friday. Restaurants will be 

open for dining, patio seating 

and takeout. 

All guests are required to 

wear a mask, practice social 

distancing and use provided 

hand sanitizer when shopping. 

This month’s First Friday is Feb. 

5, 6 - 9 p.m.

The Paseo Arts and Creativ-

ity Center (PACC) is proud to 

feature two exhibits in February 

- in Gallery One, Poetic City’s 

Melanin Stories, and in Gallery 

Two, the annual Paseo Arts As-

sociation Members’ Show. An 

opening reception will be held 

on Friday, Feb. 5, 5 - 8 p.m. 

The PACC will limit capaci-

ty and require masks and social 

distancing. Both exhibits will 

be on display February 5-27 in 

the PACC at 3024 Paseo.

Melanin Stories, presented by 

local performance group Poetic 

City and curated by Sunee Rice, 

will feature eight local artists 

of color working in various me-

diums to tell stories of history 

and culture. The goal of this ex-

hibit is to enlighten observers 

and provide a diverse and inclu-

sive community to all.

Poetic City is a high energy 

and inclusive performance arts 

entity that supports all forms of 

creative expression. They rec-

ognize that love and ambition 

come in all shapes and sizes, 

and work to coordinate and pro-

mote professional platforms for 

those seeking a creative outlet 

for their passion.

The annual juried Paseo 

Arts Association Members’ 

Show will exhibit many eclec-

tic and inspiring art works cre-

ated by 48 of the PAA’s talented 

and supportive members. “Art-

ists and our members are the 

drive behind the work our or-

ganization does, says PAA Pro-

gram Manager Paige Powell. 

“We have been overwhelmed 

by their support throughout 

the pandemic and our expan-

sion into the PACC, and we are 

proud to show off their talent 

and the diversity of our mem-

bership.” 

This year’s Members’ Show 

was juried by Diana J. Smith, a 

painter, ceramicist and graphic 

designer with a long history of 

support and involvement with 

the PAA. Awards will be pre-

sented at 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 

5, during the opening reception.

Oklahoma City’s Unique Arts 

Destination, the Paseo Arts Dis-

trict is located between N.W. 27 

& 30 Streets and Walker & Hud-

son. Each First Friday, Paseo 

galleries offer special themed 

exhibits, guest artists and a va-

riety of live entertainment -- all 

within walking distance. Ten 

restaurants and a handful of 

other shops round out the Pas-

eo’s distinctive atmosphere.

For more information, call the 

Paseo Arts Association at (405) 

525-2688 or email amanda@

thepaseo.org. Visit thepaseo.

org/join for membership infor-

mation.

NyLainah Brewer

Black Girl Magic 25/8 Series

Body a Canvas

Sunee Rice

In the Garden
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Senator George Young of Oklahoma 

City introduces legislation requiring 

racial impact statements

Staff Report 
State Senator George 

Young, D-Oklahoma City, has 

filed legislation to require ra-

cial impact statements for spe-

cific Senate and House bills, a 

move he says can help reduce 

the disproportionate impact 

the state’s criminal justice sys-

tem has on minority communi-

ties.
Senate Bill 209 would require 

a racial impact statement for 

any piece of criminal justice 

legislation that creates a new 

offense; significantly changes 

an existing offense; changes 

the penalty for an existing of-

fense; or changes existing sen-

tencing, parole or probation 

procedures.Under the measure, a racial 

impact statement would have 

to be filed with the chairman 

in order for a bill fitting the cri-

teria to be heard in committee.

“Appropriations bills that 

could have a fiscal impact are 

required to have fiscal impact 

statements attesting to this in 

order to be heard, a step that 

is in place to protect the legis-

lature from passing something 

that could have unintended 

consequences,” Young said last 

week, in a legislative press re-

lease sent to The City Sentinel, 

CapitolBeatOK and other news 

organizations.“A racial impact statement 

would be no different than this. 

The legislature needs to know 

if they could be disproportion-

ally impacting specific minor-

ity or ethnic groups with cer-

tain bills.”Six states – Oregon, Colora-

do, Iowa, Minnesota, Connecti-

cut and New Jersey – require 

racial impact statements for 

criminal justice legislation, ac-

cording to the National Con-

ference of State Legislatures. 

Six additional states have es-

tablished committees or com-

missions to address racial and 

ethnic disparities, including 

Texas, Kansas and Missouri. 

Oklahoma has no racial impact 

system in place, the legislative 

press release stated.
Under the measure, each ra-

cial impact statement would be 

drafted by the Oklahoma Sta-

tistical Analysis Center at the 

Oklahoma State Bureau of 

Investigation with help from 

the Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse 

Services and the Office of Ju-

venile Affairs. Each racial im-

pact statement would include 

the estimated number of crim-

inal cases per year the legisla-

tion would affect; the impact of 

the bill on a minority; and the 

impact of the bill upon correc-

tional facilities and services; 

and other matters deemed rel-

evant to the bill at issue.

“It’s no secret that incarcer-

ation disparities exist and are 

deeply ingrained in our crimi-

nal justice system,” Young said. 

“The events that unfolded 

just last year across the na-

tion further magnify that we 

still have a long way to go to 

achieve true racial equity. Re-

quiring racial impact state-

ments is just one way we can 

work to bridge the gap of dis-

proportionate incarceration in 

our state.”

George Young speaks during a Blue Room conference at the Oklahoma State Capitol in the years before the Pandemic. The 

City Sentinel file photo. 

Senator Rob Standridge of Norman 

files school choice legislation to better 

protect students
Staff Report  
State Sen. Rob Standridge, 

R-Norman, has filed legisla-

tion aimed at providing great-

er educational choice for fami-

lies dealing with bullying and 

health issues, particularly dur-

ing the pandemic.
“The physical and mental 

health of Oklahoma students is 

the focus of each of these bills. 

We should always put children, 

their futures, and what their 

parents believe is best, above 

all else. While families with 

greater resources have options, 

others do not,” Standridge said. 

“These bills are an attempt to 

give more choice to families 

whose children are at risk due 

to health concerns or as a re-

sult of bullying.”
Senate Bill 221 creates the 

Wellness Scholarship Program 

Act, which would provide 

scholarships to attend a private 

school of choice for parents 

who have health-related con-

cerns. Beginning in the 2022-

23 school year, the scholarship 

would be awarded to a student 

if their parent or legal guard-

ian is concerned the child is in 

danger of contracting an infec-

tion, including, but not limit-

ed to COVID-19, or if they are 

concerned the student could 

pose a risk of exposing school 

employees to an infection.

“I commend all who have 

worked tirelessly to provide 

the best possible outcomes for 

children who absolutely need 

to be in school in person. Un-

fortunately, many families have 

been in a no-win situation due 

to the health risk to their child 

or another vulnerable family 

member,” Standridge said. “In 

addition, many are concerned 

about the health of their teach-

ers. The Wellness Scholarship 

gives parents much needed op-

tions to choose a school with a 

different approach to the health 

and wellness of their children.”

Senate Bill 222 creates the 

Hope Scholarship Program Act, 

providing scholarships to at-

tend a private school of choice 

for students who have expe-

rienced bullying. Beginning 

in the 2022-23 school year, the 

scholarship could be awarded 

to a student if they’ve been the 

victim of harassment, intimi-

dation or bullying a minimum 

of three times within a school 

year. There must be written 

documentation with confir-

mation from a licensed mental 

health professional or physi-

cian.
“I have conducted interim 

studies on bullying and visited 

at length with parents and stu-

dents about how damaging this 

can be. It can affect a child’s 

mental and physical health, 

and I’ve talked to grieving par-

ents whose children took their 

own lives because of bullying,” 

Standridge said. “My goal is to 

give more families the choice 

they need to better protect 

their children.”

Sen. Rob Standridge

Oklahoma Senate Democrats form 

leadership team
Staff Report 
In early January, the Senate 

Democratic Caucus announced 

their leadership team for the 

58th
 
Oklahoma Legislature Leg-

islature. Sen. Kay Floyd, D-Oklahoma 

City, was unanimously elected 

to serve another term as Senate 

Democratic Leader when mem-

bers of the upper chamber’s mi-

nority caucus formed the lead-

ership team for the 2021 legisla-

tive session. She has served as 

Senate Democratic Leader since 

2018. 
Sen. Floyd was elected to the 

Oklahoma Senate in 2014 and re-

elected in 2018. She previously 

served in the Oklahoma House 

of Representatives from 2012 to 

2014. Sen. Floyd is a practicing 

attorney.Sen. Kevin Matthews, D-

Tulsa, will continue to serve 

as Senate Democratic Caucus 

Chair, a position he has held 

since 2018. Matthews was elect-
continued on page 4
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Big 12 coaches says swift expansion 

solidified league future

By Stephen Hawkins

Associated Press Sports Writer

Kansas State coach Chris 

Klieman says he was never 

worried the Big 12 would dis-

band or become irrelevant, 

even with the lingering ques-

tions about the conference’s fu-

ture when Oklahoma and Tex-

as head to the Southeastern 

Conference.

“I knew none of that was 

true,” Klieman said.

The Big 12’s swift response 

to expand with the additions 

of BYU, UCF, Cincinnati and 

Houston certainly helped an-

swer a lot of those questions 

and created some stability 

moving forward for the league 

that some didn’t think would 

survive the departures of its 

only football national champi-

ons.
“We got four really good 

programs. … I think it solidifies 

the Big 12 is as a power con-

ference that’s here to stay for 

the long haul,” Klieman said 

Monday during the first Big 12 

coaches’ teleconference of the 

season.

“Well, we hit a home run, the 

presidents, ADs, Big 12 office, 

whoever was involved in this. 

There couldn’t be a better sce-

nario,” Oklahoma State coach 

Mike Gundy. “We kept the Big 

12 status. I always felt like that 

we needed more than 10 teams. 

Now we’re back to 12, we are 

the Big 12. And I couldn’t be 

any more pleased with the di-

rection that it’s gone over the 

last week.”

55th Annual Heritage Hills Historic 

Home Tour to take place Oct. 23-24

By Darla Shelden

City Sentinel Senior Reporter

The 55th Annual Heritage 

Hills Historic Home Tour will 

run Oct. 23 and 24, from 12 - 5 

p.m. in Oklahoma City. The 

fundraising event will benefit 

public parks and green spaces 

in the neighborhood.

The Heritage Hills Histor-

ic Home Tour, which began in 

1967, offers visitors the chance 

to see inside some of Oklahoma 

City’s most beautiful historic 

homes.

Tours will be held from noon 

to 5 p.m. each day. This self-

guided walking tour allows at-

tendees to visit several private 

residences. The tour may be 

completed on either Saturday 

or Sunday, or both days for a 

more leisurely walk through.

The 2021 Tour will include 

The Suttles Home, 327 N.W. 14 

St.; The Irwin House, 601 N.W. 

14 St.; The Carey Home, 326 

N.W. 16 St.; and The Leydorf 

Home, 319 N.W. 19 St.

Heritage Hills is an historic 

neighborhood located between 

N.W. 13 St. and N.W. 23 St. in 

downtown Oklahoma City. It 

acquired that name when three 

of the city’s first residential ar-

eas were joined to create the 

first Historic Preservation Dis-

trict in the State of Oklahoma.

The Suttles Home was built 

in 1911 for Missouri native Sam-

uel M. Gloyd and his wife, Eliz-

abeth. It was sold to Samuel W. 

Hayes in 1927.  Hayes was elect-

ed a delegate to the Oklahoma 

Constitutional Convention, 

became a member of the first 

Oklahoma Supreme Court and 

served terms as State Chair-

man and Regent of Oklahoma 

University. The Hayes family 

owned the home for 32 years.

Survey shows residents satisfied 

overall with city government; Street 

maintenance an exception

By Tim Farley

For The City Sentinel

Most Oklahoma City resi-

dents are overwhelmingly sat-

isfied with public safety, trash 

service and water utilities, ac-

cording to a survey conducted 

this summer.

At the same time, custom-

er service at city hall has im-

proved 10% during the last two 

years, the survey showed.

“I don’t know what you’re 

doing but it’s well received by 

the residents,” said Chris Ta-

tham, with ETC Institute of 

Olathe, Kan. “You’re setting 

the standard among U.S. cities 

for customer service.”

Tatham also told the council 

Oklahoma City “tends to do a 

good job of responding to a cri-

sis. You’re meeting the expec-

tations of the community.”

Overall, the survey showed 

70% of respondents favor the 

quality of life in Oklahoma 

City and 69% are satisfied with 

overall quality of services and 

the quality of the downtown 

area. In each instance, those 

figures place Oklahoma City 

7% above the national average 

for large cities.

The survey, which was pre-

sented to the city council, last 

month, also showed residents 

were most disappointed with 

city streets and lack of mainte-

nance. The residents, through 

the survey results, said im-

proving streets should be the 

city’s top priority. 

Public Works Director Eric 

Wenger was unavailable for 

comment on plans to improve 

city streets.

Residents also believe the 

city needs to improve the flow 

of traffic and the ease of mov-

ing around town. Only 12% of 

respondents were pleased with 

city streets and 43% were satis-

fied with the flow of traffic.

Two other major areas of 

concern among residents were 

enforcement of city codes and 

ordinances and the overall 

quality of the city’s transit sys-

tem.
The fire department had the 

highest satisfaction rating at 

91% followed by trash servic-

es (81%), ambulance services 

(80%), police department (73%) 

and water utilities (71%). Cus-

tomer service received a 67% 

rating while parks and recre-

ation stands at 65%.

Ratings for police services 

in neighborhoods ranked 23% 

above the national average for 

large cities in the U.S. Okla-

homa City scored 68% while 

the large U.S. city average was 

45%. 
Meanwhile, the fire depart-

ment’s safety information and 

public education programs tal-

lied a 61% satisfaction rating.

Oklahoma City received 

high marks as an excellent or 

good place to live (85%), as a 

place to work (82%) and as a 

place to raise children (76%). 

Oklahoma City’s rating as a 

place to live was 6% above the 
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Exclusive: Nikki Haley, former U.S. 

Ambassador to the United Nations, 

endorses Oklahoma’s U.S. Rep. Stephanie 

Bice for reelection 

By Patrick B. McGuigan 

and Stacy Martin 

Nikki Haley, former U.S. 

Ambassador to the United Na-

tions, is supporting U.S. Rep-

resentative Stephanie Bice in 

her 2022 reelection campaign, 

The City Sentinel has learned. 

In her endorsement state-

ment, Amb. Haley said, 

“Stephanie Bice is a proud 

Oklahoman who knows con-

servative policies work for the 

Sooner State. She’s a fighter 

for lower taxes, American en-

ergy, border security, and a 

strong military. I’m proud to 

endorse her because she’s not 

afraid to stand up to Pelosi’s 

spending spree and liberal 

agenda.”

Rep. Bice said, “I’m grateful 

for the endorsement of Am-

bassador Nikki Haley. She’s 

a strong conservative leader 

and her support helped put 

the most Republican women 

in Congress in 2021. I’m proud 

to be part of her continued 

push for Republicans in the 

2022 midterms.”

Bice rose rapidly in national 

conservative leadership soon 

after her victory in the No-

vember 2020 general election. 

GOP colleagues elected her 

freshman class president.

Rep. Bice, in an exchange 

with The City Sentinel, said 

her experiences in Congress 

have not been what she ex-

pected. She reflected: 

“My first nine months in 

office have not been what I 

See Exclusive: Nikki Haley...

continued on page 4

U.S. Representative Stephanie Bice, 

R-Oklahoma. Official U.S. House pho-

tograph.
Former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 

Nikki Haley. Photo Provided.

Oklahoma State head coach Mike Gundy gestures during a timeout in the second half of an NCAA college football game 

against Tulsa, Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021, in Stillwater, Okla.

AP Photo by Sue Ogrocki.

The Heritage Hills Historic Home Tour offers the chance to see inside some of 

Oklahoma City’s most beautiful historic homes, such as the Irwin House, 601 N.w. 

14 St. Heritage Hills website photo.

The 2021 Heritage Hills Historic Home Tour will include The Suttles Home, lo-

cated at 327 N.W. 14 St. in Oklahoma City. Heritage Hills website photo.
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The Oklahoma City Sentinel is a locally owned and operated 
newspaper which is distributed monthly throughout the Greater 
Downtown area. In circulation for over 15-years, The Oklahoma 
City Sentinel is on the cutting edge of the political spectrum. We 
have an experienced and award winning staff who monitor the pulse 
of the city and report their findings.  

Covering state and local news, our primary focus is on the com-
munity. Tribal Affairs, Energy, Business and the Arts is our second-
ary focus. The newspaper’s traditional focus has been on Oklahoma 
City itself, although our coverage more and more touches on broad-
er state and national governance, education policy, culture and oth-
er issues. As a result, readership today includes many in the adjacent 
political jurisdictions and outlying suburbs.  

Many of our readers utilize our publication for political insight as 
we routinely predict the outcome of elections. Our readers are pri-
marily well-educated and many are affluent, including in the histor-
ic neighborhoods near downtown. The broad readership reflects the 
diversity of those living in the heart of Oklahoma.   

In terms of direct political endorsements, the newspaper’s policy 
has reflected support for a candidate or cause rather than opposition 
to others. The paper endorses carefully in County, City, as well as 
state Senate and House contests. Though the U.S. House and Sen-
ate contests are followed by our staff, we rarely endorse in national 
political races.  

The newspaper actively participates in the growth of the commu-
nity by engaging our audience and addressing issues of concern. 
Some investigations by the newpaper staff are initiated by con-
cerned citizens who reach out to us. Story leads and tips are fol-
lowed up on by our staff who strive to get to the facts surrounding 
citizen complaints and concerns throughout the community.   

We are a member of the Associated Press and the Oklahoma Press 
Association.

Who and what is...

The Guardian
by Enoch Kelly Haney
atop the Oklahoma State Capitol Building
in Oklahoma City

The Oklahoma City Sentinel can be found in 300
convenient rack locations in these beautiful communities.

	 • Putnam Heights	 • Mesta Park
	 • Heritage Hills	 • Nichols Hills
	 • Crown Heights	 • The Capital Complex
	 • Central Business District 	 • Paseo District

The Oklahoma City Sentinel



P.O. Box 60876 • Oklahoma City, OK 73146 • 405-605-6062 • www.city-sentinel.com                                                            2021 MEDIA KIT

Advertising in The Oklahoma City Sentinel

Font suggestions, but variations are welcome.
Examples:      Serif              San Serif        Decorative

1. Never use any font size less than 9 point.
2. Times Roman, Century and Futura and examples of fonts that tend to be more easily read-
able. For more decorative fonts, we urge a a larger point size. We will be happy to review the 
ad prior to publication to ensure you receive the best look for your chosen design. 
3. Before sending your ad to us, please convert all fonts to paths or outlines.

Color Useage
Go with a little lighter color than you would like to see in print. Newspaper reproduction 
tends to slightly darken colors. Very dark backgrounds will not print well. Use light pastels 
whenever possible. You can reverse text out of a dark background as long as the text is large, 
bold and totally white. Again, we are available to review your ad to suggest changes that will 
create the best print quality results.

When using red, make it 100% magenta and 100% yellow. Do not add black to it if you can 
avoid it. When making adjustments on press, the black ink could make your red look very 
different than intended. When using black alone, use 100% (K) black.

Formating Your Ad
We suggest you create your ad at actual size and at 300 DPI or greater. RGB color mode. This 
will insure a clearer and more attractive ad. Please send us your ad in one of the following 
formats: hi-res .jpg or .pdf

Proofing your advertisment
Please proof your ad carefully is you design and build the ad yourself. If we build it for you 
(free of charge), we will send you up to 3 proofs for you to make changes if needed. After ap-
proving the ad through email, we will no longer be reponsible for any mistakes in the layout 
or for typos after printed.

Suggestions for Optimal Ad Outcome

The Oklahoma City Sentinel is a monthly print newspaper serving Midtown 
Oklahoma City. We also maintain a 24/7 online newspaper at www.city-sen-
tinel.com . There are racks throughout the city at several venues.

Advertising rates are as follows:
Local Open Rate: $12.50 per column inch
National Open Rate: $13.95 per column inch
Charitable Rate: $10.50 per column inch

Local Open Rates per Insertion:
1/8 page ad (3 col. x 5.25 in. = 15.75 col. inches).... B&W $197; full color $347
1/4 page ad (3 col. x 10.5 in. = 31.5 col. inches)...... B&W $394; full color $594
1/2 page ad (6 col. x 10.5 in. = 63 col. inches)....... B&W $786; full color $1137
Full page ad (6 col. x 21 in. = 126 col. inches)..... B&W $1575; full color $2075

Quotes are available for custom ad sizes upon request.
Mechanical requirements - 6 col. format for The Oklahoma City Sentinel: 
1 col. = 2.171 inches 	 4 col. = 9.268 inches
2 col. = 4.537 inches	 5 col. = 11.634 inches
3 col. = 6.902 inches	 6 col. = 14 inches

Full
Page
Ad

1/2
Page

Ad

1/8
Page

Ad

1/4
Page
Ad
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The Oklahoma rose is a hybrid tea rose created by Herbert Swim and O. L. Weeks in 1964. Oklahoman 
Dottie Weissenberger lobbied for more than thirty years to have the Oklahoma rose named as our official state 
flower. It was finally adopted in 2004 (25 OS § 92).

Oklahoma State Flower - Rosa

The American buffalo was adopted as the state animal in 1972. The resolution states, “the magnificent an-
imal was native to both the grasslands and woodlands of what is now Oklahoma and was significant in the 
cultures and ceremonies of many of the Indian tribes who lived in Oklahoma and have passed along their her-
itage to modern-day Oklahomans” (SCR101, 1972). Buffalo are large mammals with a brown coat, a hump on 
their shoulders, and shaggy hair around their heads. Buffalo can reach up to 2,000 pounds and stand almost 
six feet tall. Find out more in The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture.

Oklahoma State Animal - Bison

The scissor-tailed flycatcher was named the state bird in 1951 (25 OS § 98). The bird has a mostly gray body 
with a white breast and a distinctive forked tail, which can grow up to nine inches long. Find out more about 
the scissor-tailed flycatcher in The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture.

Oklahoma State Bird — Sissor-tailed Flycatcher

2021 MEDIA KIT
News for the Heart of the City

The history of Oklahoma is among the most unique of the American states. The original indigenous peoples included the Osage, Caddo and smaller 
Native American tribes in the East, and in the western regions of what is now Oklahoma various tribes of the Great Plains, including the Cheyenne 
and Comanche (whose lands stretching across several states were sometimes deemed ‘Comancheria’). Over the course of the Nineteenth Century 
Native Americans from across the emerging United States were forcibly relocated to the area. The relocation of those known as the “Five Civilized 
Tribes” in turn led to the relocation or limitation of territorial areas for some of the indigenous peoples. After the Civil War, in which most elements of 
the Five largest tribes allied with the Confederacy), some limitations were put on their treaty rights, but modern policies and the controversial ‘McGirt 
v. Oklahoma’ decision in 2020 have restored reservation status for large parts of Eastern Oklahoma.

As for Oklahoma City itself, it is often referred to as “Born Grown” as a result of the April 22, 1889 “Land Run.” Although never part of “reservation 
lands”, Oklahoma City’s history has been impacted by Native American policy issues from the start. The city has become arguably the most diverse 
community in Oklahoma in every sense of the world: political preference, moral views, and ethnicity. As a result, analysts often reference the state as a 
whole as “red”, with the city deemed “purple” due to its emerging political picture. The Oklahoma City Sentinel serves all elements of this community.

OUR WEBSITE

WHAT IS A RUN OF SITE BANNER AD?
Banner advertising comes in many shapes and sizes, and each is often referred to by a specific name (button, inline, leaderboard, skyscraper, etc). A run of site 
banner ad typically has the following features:
• Can appear in the form of a static picture, animation, or interactive image.
• Can appear anywhere on a site – top, middle, bottom, or side.
• Can appear on any page of a website.
• Can be paid for either through a Cost per 1,000 Impressions (CPM) model 
   or through a flat cost for a specified period of time. 

WHAT DOES RUN OF NETWORK MEAN?
Commonly confused with run of site advertising, run of network advertising is ROS 
on a larger scale. While run of site advertising applies to an advertisement being 
shown on any page of one particular website, run of network (RON) advertising 
expands that concept across any page of multiple websites.
Companies who publish ads on the Google Display Network have their ads  
showcased on any page of more than one website. Therefore, their campaigns are 
a RON that leverages ROS ad inventories.

The cost per ad will go as follows for run of site (ROS): 
$10 per 1000 impressions with a minimum of 10,000 impressions per month. 
Clients can increase their total impressions purchased by 5000 impressions 
increments at their choosing. 
	 10,000 impressions for $100	 25,000 impressions for $250
	 50,000 impressions for $500	 75,000 impressions for $750
	 100,000 impressions for $1000 RON Rates are double the ROS rate and discounts will apply.

The Oklahoma City Sentinel


