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Oklahoma City VA Health Care System Canine Companions facility dog Val (left) has now joined Raisin, an 
eight-year-old Labrador Retriever who has been at the OKC VA Medical Center for six and half years. 
Photo provided.

By Darla Shelden
Senior Reporter

Oklahoma City VA Health Care 
Systems has a new four-legged mem-
ber of their Recreational Therapy 
Team, Val a two-year-old Labrador 
Retriever from the Canine Compan-
ions®.

Canine Companions is a non-prof-
it that provides service dogs to adults, 
children and veterans with disabili-
ties and facility dogs to professionals 
working in healthcare, criminal jus-
tice, and educational settings.  They 
provide expertly-trained service and 
facility dogs free of charge to the re-
cipients.

“Val is our new facility dog who 
comes to work with me every day,” 
Kacie Ingram, Recreation Therapist 
said. “She helps Veterans meet their 
rehabilitation goals.” 

A Canine Companions facili-

ty dog is trained to perform service 
dog commands including picking up 
items, opening doors and providing 
calming pressure across the client’s 
lap or body. Their trained skills can 
be utilized to enhance therapies, pro-
mote participation and reduce anx-
iety for clients in professional envi-
ronments.

Facility dogs are bred to be calm, 
reliable and affectionate in order to 
assist in the development of indepen-
dent living skills.   Additionally, the 
handler can integrate a facility dog 
into a variety of structured therapies 
and utilize it to facilitate social inter-
actions.

Val works in Acute Care Rehabil-
itation as well as Outpatient Recre-
ation Therapy.

“Val starts her day at the Out-

Oklahoma City VA Health 
Care System welcomes Val, 
the new facility dog

Val, the new facility dog...
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By Patrick B. McGuigan
Editor Emeritus and Reporter

Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Haaland came to Oklahoma as she 
launched a yearlong tour of states and 
communities where government-fi-
nanced boarding schools housed -- 
or still house -- generations of Native 
American children. One of her stops 
was Anadarko’s Riverside Indian 
School. 

In operation since 1871, Riverside 
has students in grades 4 - 12. It is op-
erated by the Bureau of Indian Educa-
tion.

Historic abuses and child deaths at 
such facilities across the U.S. are un-
der intense examination from histori-
ans and sociologists (among others). 
That was the focus of Haaland’s trip. 

During her brief sojourn in Anadar-
ko, elders and others from many tribes 
shared stories of abuse, grief and woe.  

One day, perhaps Secretary Haa-

land might also visit Fort Reno. A 
hopeful historian-turned-journalist 
can dream.

From prior writing: In 1999, “the 
U.S. Department of the Interior So-
licitor wrote a detailed opinion citing 
that the tribes had a ‘credible and eq-
uitable’ if not ‘judicially cognizable’ 
claim and Fort Reno should have been 
returned to the Two Tribes in 1948. 
However, the DOI Solicitor also stated 
that the claim was time-barred. That 
position was later upheld in the D.C. 
Court of Appeals in 2009.”

Federal courts are capable of devel-
oping and re-developing legal inter-
pretations of Native claims. 

Perhaps Secretary Haaland might 
visit a stretch of the Red River in 
southwest Oklahoma, to learn how the 
Chickasaw Nation gamed the Feds to 
snag valuable land the Comanche con-
sidered ancestral wintering lands.

A member of a smaller tribal nation 
herself, Haaland might even add a stop 
in Binger, headquarters of a the Caddo, 
indigenous to Oklahoma and nearby 
states, forcibly relocated to their cur-
rent home from their lands in what is 
now the southeastern part of the state. 

Known as a “Progressive” during 
her time in Congress, these days Sec-
retary Haaland only rarely comments 
on such things, but that could change.

She is more aware of than any pri-
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History, Hope and Haaland: 
A member of the Laguna 
Pueblo, U.S. Interior 
Secretary visit Oklahoma 
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By Darla Shelden
Senior Reporter

With Oklahoma experiencing 
record-breaking temperatures, 
the Oklahoma City Zoo and Bo-
tanical Garden is adjusting its 
summer hours to allow guests to 
visit earlier to connect with wild-
life and wild places. Now through 
Wednesday, Aug. 31, OKC Zoo 
hours will be 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. daily 
with the last entry no later than 2 
p.m.

The Zoo will offer FREE ad-
mission on select weekday after-
noons during August.

Guests are invited to take ad-
vantage of the Zoo opening at 8 

a.m. to beat the heat. Many of 
the Zoo’s animals are more ac-
tive in the morning and as the 
day warms up, they are given ac-
cess to their indoor habitats, al-
lowing them the choice to go in-
side and cool down. 

Zoo amenities including mist 
machines and fans plus climate 
control, indoor areas at Great 
EscApe, Cat Forest, Oklahoma 
Trails, the Joan Kirkpatrick An-
imal Hospital and the Zoo’s two 
restaurants, The Canopy and 
Lotus Pavilion, provide various 
opportunities for guests to cool 

OKC ZOO adjusts hours to help guests avoid extreme summer weather

The Oklahoma City Zoo and Botanical Garden is adjust-
ing its summer hours to allow guests to visit earlier to 
connect with wildlife and wild places. Beginning Mon-
day, July 25 and continuing through Wednesday, Aug. 
31, OKC Zoo hours will be 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. daily with the 
last entry no later than 2 p.m. Photo provided.

Little ones can enjoy the Zoo’s water play 
features located in the Children’s Zoo and at 
Sanctuary Asia.

OKC Zoo adjusts hours...
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By Stacy Martin

Managing Editor

Long-time Fraternal Order of Po-
lice president John George faces 
businesswoman Anita Raglin in the 
Republican runoff election for House 
District 36 on Aug. 23.

He is the second longest-termed 
president of the FOP and currently is 
the Oklahoma FOP National Trustee, 
representing over 6,000 Oklahoma 
police officers.

A police officer since 1991, George 

spent most of his career as a detec-
tive, solving sex crimes and homi-
cides. He has also been a patrol of-
ficer, worked several years in nar-
cotics, and was assigned to the Drug 
Enforcement Task Force and the U.S. 
Marshals. He served five years in the 
National Guard with the rank of sec-
ond lieutenant. He holds a bachelor’s 

degree in criminal justice from East 
Central University in Ada.

George describes himself as a con-
servative Republican who believes 
in the Constitution, is pro-school 
choice, supports the Second Amend-

Long-time FOP leader seeks House District 36 seat in runoff

John George

FOP leader...
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Staff Report

Governor Kevin Stitt has endorsed 
Kim David in her race for state Cor-
poration Commissioner.

David’s campaign announced the 
governor’s support in mid-July, three 
weeks after the primary and more 
than a month before she asks Repub-
lican runoff voters for the party’s 

nomination in the Aug. 23 runoff. 
In endorsing her, Oklahoma’s chief 

executive said, “Kim David has a 
strong track record as a conservative 
leader, working with my administra-
tion to lower taxes and reduce bar-
riers for businesses to compete and 
thrive in Oklahoma.”

Kim David gains Gov. Kevin Stitt
support for Corporation 
Commissioner post

Kim David...
continued on page 3


