
By Ray Carter

Center for Independent Journalism 

In its 2020 McGirt v. Oklahoma 
opinion, the U.S. Supreme Court 
found that because Congress nev-
er passed legislation explicitly elim-
inating certain Indian reservations, 
those reservations still exist as Indi-
an country in Oklahoma for purpos-
es of the federal Major Crimes Act 
(MCA).

Now several tribes that celebrat-
ed ‘McGirt’ are effectively doing a 
180-degree pivot by urging federal 
judges to 
rule that 
an 1898 
law im-
p a c t i n g 
O k l a h o -
ma res-
ervations 
is no lon-
ger in ef-
fect – even 
t h o u g h 
that 1898 
law was 
never ex-
p l i c i t l y 
re p e a le d 
by Con-
gress and any implicit repeal of the 
law was based on the elimination of 
Oklahoma reservations that ‘McGirt’ 
found never occurred.

Among other things, the outcome 
of the court battle will determine if 
Oklahoma municipalities in most of 
eastern Oklahoma can issue speed-
ing tickets to American Indian driv-
ers. (Most of Tulsa technically lies 
within two of the McGirt reserva-

tions.)
If the tribes prevail, a pair of dia-

metrically opposite outcomes both 
become more likely. First, some 
American Indians will be able to 
avoid speeding tickets altogether. 
Second, when an American Indian 
driver does receive a ticket, it may 
be for a larger amount than the fine 
assessed against a non-Indian for the 
same crime, based on a brief filed by 
a coalition of Oklahoma tribes that 
favors the latter.

The case centers on Justin Hoop-
er, who received a speeding ticket 

in Tulsa 
in 2020, 
and paid 
a fine 
of $150. 
H o o p e r 
later chal-
l e n g e d 
his tick-
et under 
M c G i r t 
b e c a u s e 
H o o p e r 
is a mem-
ber of the 
C h o c -
taw Na-
tion and 

the offense occurred at approximate-
ly U.S. 169 and 51st Street in Tulsa, 
which lies within the historic bound-
aries of Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
reservation, an area declared “Indian 
country” by the U.S. Supreme Court.

But the City of Tulsa argued it 
retains the power to issue such cita-
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Green Connections Prairie Dinner, an annual tradition held every autumn since 2009, will take 
place at Oklahoma City’s historic Harn Homestead which celebrates life on the Oklahoma urban 
prairie. Photo provided. 

By Darla Shelden

Senior Reporter

The 2022 Green Connections An-
nual Prairie and Jazz Dinner will 
be held on Sunday, Sept. 11 at Harn 
Homestead, 1721 N. Lincoln Blvd. The 
event, which celebrates the beauty 
and community of life on the prairie, 
will take place from 6 - 9 p.m.

Green Connections’ Prairie Din-
ner is an annual tradition held every 
autumn since 2009. Originally held 
on the prairie at Turtle Rock Farm, 
east of Billings, Oklahoma, the fund-
raiser has moved to Oklahoma City’s 
historic Harn Homestead which cel-
ebrates life on the Oklahoma urban 
prairie. 

Just south of the State Capitol, 
Harn Homestead is located on ten 
historic acres of homestead land in 
the middle of Oklahoma City.

“Back by popular demand, the 

Green Connections Prairie Din-
ner will be held again on the beau-
tiful grounds of Harn Homestead,” 
said board member, Sara Braden. 
“This year’s dinner has been special-
ly scheduled so we can dine under a 
full moon.

“Come meet friends old and new 
while enjoying live jazz, an open 
wine bar, and a multi-course loca-
vore meal all on the Oklahoma prai-
rie. Meet our partner organizations 
and see the exciting work being done 

Green Connections annual 
Prairie Dinner and Jazz 
event set for Sept. 11

Green Connection...
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Tribes reverse course...
continued on page 5

Tribes reverse course from 
their prior ‘McGirt’ arguments

Oklahoma and Indian territories, circa 1890. 

By Darla Shelden

Senior Reporter

Oklahoma City University will 
host author David Grann for a pub-
lic presentation on Tuesday, Sept. 13 
themed, “Killers of the Flower Moon: 
the Arc of Justice.” The presentation 
at 7 p.m., as part of OCU’s Martha 

Jean Lem-
on Distin-
g u i s h e d 
Speaker Se-
ries, will be 
held in the 
Freede Well-
ness Center 
on N.W. 27th 
St. and Flori-
da Ave.

The Mar-
tha Jean 
Lemon Lec-
ture Series 
features an-
nual events 
that enrich 
the academ-
ic environ-
ment for the 
Un iversit y 
and the sur-
r o u n d i n g 
community. Programs may relate 
to the arts and sciences, business, 
dance and entertainment, law, music, 

OCU to host ‘Killers of the Flower 
Moon’ author David Grann

On Sept. 13, Oklahoma City University will 
host author David Grann for a public presen- 
tation titled “Killers of the Flower Moon: the 
Arc of Justice” at the Freede Wellness Cen- 
ter. Photo provided. 

Author David Grann...
continued on page 6

“Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage Murders 
and the Birth of the FBI” 
by American journalist 
David Grann, spent more 
than 30 weeks on The New 
York Times nonfiction 
bestseller list, was a final-
ist for the National Book 
Award. The book was re-
leased on April 18, 2017 by 
Doubleday.By Patrick B. McGuigan

Editor Emeritus & Reporter

Despite the heat wave, a tie of peo-
ple from diverse faith communities 
and ethnic backgrounds -- and their 
allies of varied political and theolog-
ical leanings -- participated in the 

Asian Community Walk for Peace 
last month.  

Hundreds gathered late in the af-
ternoon at the Catholic Charities 
headquarters on Classen Boulevard 
in Oklahoma City. A bus with a con-
tingent of senior living residents and 
members of a Baptist church came 
from southside.

They were joined by Roman Cath-
olics, Muslims, Methodists, Jews and 
many other faith community rep-
resentatives – as well as those of no 
religious faith inclinations. Walkers 
carried signs with messages such as 
“Blessed are the Peacemakers” and 
“Walk for Peace”. 

Along the walk -- and then at the 
Connor Center at N.W. 32 and Lake 
Ave. -- the group celebrated “the cre-
ativity, strength, beauty, and diversi-
ty of Oklahoma’s Asian community.”

They heard stories about “how 
various people groups came to Okla-
homa and the ways they have im-
pacted the community since they ar-
rived.”

The gathering included many re-

Walk for Peace’ participants 
traveled through Oklahoma 
City’s Asian District on a hot 
August evening

The first contingent of participants in the Asian District Walk for Peace, arriving before sunset 
on a Sunday evening in August at the Connor Center at N.W. 32 and Lake Ave. in Oklahoma 
City. After their long stroll through a hot summer day, they welcomed a time of rest, friendship 
and fellowship at the center, a meeting place for the Cathedral Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. Photos by Patrick B. McGuigan. 

Former Oklahoma County District Attorney 
Wes Lane is a member of the ‘Stronger To-
gether’ Board of Directors. He participated in 
the August “Walk for Peace” in the Oklahoma 
City Asian District.

Walk for Peace...
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