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From Staff Reports

Looking back across the decades
of the Lakeway Area, the track of
progress isn’t exactly even, but it is
never ceasing.

A community born in agriculture
and a crossroads of the West grew
into the 1900’s and became a textile
Mecca, a place essential to the fab-
rics and furniture.

As the area grew, Morristown be-
came the hub of its wheel drawing
residents from surrounding commu-
nities to work and study and shop and
even to heal.

Today Morristown is a home to a
vibrant, diverse industrial base that
is key to a wide variety of businesses
and industries that keep the country
- and event the world progressing for-
ward.

Each year the Citizen Tribune
takes time to stop and reflect on the
steps taken in the previous year, mov-
ing towards what our community will
become next.

From retail commerce, to indus-
try to healthcare to government,
Morristown is part of the march for-
ward through time, hopefully mov-
ing toward progress and the next step

TO THE
FUSYL 7

AND BEYOND

Tracking Progress in the Lakeaway Area

towards improving ourselves while
maintaining, preserving and protect-
ing the parts of our past that we wish
to carry forward.

Progress, a positive movement into
the future, Growing Forward into the
best versions of ourselves.

This section marks just a few of
those steps taken from a cross section
of our community highlighting the
steps we’ve taken and looking ahead
to the steps we will take.

Onward.

Upward.

Better,

Stronger.

Lakeway —

Growing F orward =l

www.citizentribune.com
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SAFETY FIRST

New MFD Station No. 3 to serve community for decades to come

n the summer of 2025,

the Morristown Fire

Department  finished

a serious upgrade to
its arsenal on the east end
of the city; the new Sta-
tion 3 and training facility
on Thompson Creek road
near Frank Lorino Park was
handed over to the fire de-
partment and is fully opera-
tional.

The improved location
was necessary after high-
way expansion plans were
announced near the original
Station 3; the new location
improves capability, main-
tains access to important
corridors and won’t be im-
pacted for the time it will
take to construct the new
highway expansion.

The large, 12 acre lot also
houses a state-of-the-art
training facility that can ac-
commodate special require-
ments needed to maintain
the MFD’s various high-
level certifications.

“This station is a testa-
ment to the hard work and
dedication of the firefight-
ers who serve our commu-
nity, and it’s a symbol of
our commitment to their
safety and well-being,”
Sonja Shannon, the sta-
tion’s architect said. “The
advanced systems and tech-

N

ke b

nology incorporated into
this station are in contrast
to the exterior, which serves
as a reminder of the depart-
ment’s history. It’s impor-
tant to this department not
to forget.”

One of the first design

decisions incorporated was
a tower to house the origi-
nal fire bell from 1893.
Another early decision was
the dedication of the train-
ing facility and classroom
to the memory of Deputy
Chief Tim Green, photo-

CUSTOM
AFFORDABL

STUNNING

GRANITE - QUARTZ - MARBLE

SOAPSTONE COUNTERTOPS
Kitchen Countertops + Kitchen Islands

Back Splash - Bar Tops « Fireplace Stone
Bath Countertops « Custom Countertops

JUSTICE STONEWORKS
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

423-272-7026

www.justicestoneworksllc.com

graphs and memorabilia

throughout the station are
additional reminders of the
importance of that history.”

The City worked in co-
ordination with Shannon to
design and build the 9,755
square foot facility. The

FLORIST & GIFTS

“Voted
Best Florist
2025”

2255 Sandstone Drive ¢ Morristown, TN 37814

423.587.0500

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm * Sat. 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
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station includes full liv-
ing quarters with 4 bunk
rooms, three engine bays,
and study areas.

The City worked with
East Tennessee Turf and
Landscape, engineering
firm Mattern & Craig, and
General Contractor Mc-
Spadden Inc. to complete
the project.

Morristown Mayor Gary
Chesney spoke about the
realities of what being a
firefighter means and the
kind of training it now takes
to maintain a well-trained,
modern fire department.

“Keeping the public safe
from dangers, both real
and potential disasters, in
this day and time, requires
what’s often considered
college-level training and
study,” he said. “That
means identifying hazard-
ous materials in an indus-
trial fire, being prepared to
protect innocents from pos-
sible tragic consequences,
recognizing what a person
in the midst of a medical
emergency requires just
to stay alive until a higher
level of help is at hand...
And I think we’ll all agree
that a bigger portion of time
now is with educating and
teaching the public about
the value of fire prevention
and fire safety.”

The new station and
training facility allows for
all of those things.

The comprehensive fire
training center includes a
large training classroom
that can double as an Emer-
gency Operations Center
and a fire training tower
from Fire Training Struc-
tures, LLC. The tower
contains a burn room, a
reconfigurable maze, and a
repelling wall, all of which
allow firefighters across
the region to get hands-on
training.

“The main thing is our
guys have a place to come
in here,” Battalion Chief

Keith Rouse said. “We
have 192 hours of company
training that we have to
meet every year.

That’s not counting our
18 hours of facility train-
ing or medical training or
hazmat training. This is
just fire-related training,
so we’re in this classroom
alot.

“We also host rookie
school in the spring and
fall with the Northeast Re-
gional Training Fire Asso-
ciation. We have those guys
for three weeks out of the
13 weeks. They’re going to
be in this classroom or on
this training campus. So it’s
important to have a very
nice facility, something for
20 years down the road.”

Not many communities
of Morristown’s size ex-
hibit the commitment to
training and certifications
that have been a hallmark
of the MFD in recent years.
That commitment means
the heavy industrial base of
the city and the surrounding
community can rest easy
that the unexpected can be
handled.

“The inclusion of the
training tower and class-
room space in this project
exhibit the Mayor and City
Council’s commitment to
the continuous training and
development of our Fire
Department personnel —
and to the general safety of
the community,” City Ad-
ministrator Andrew Ellard

said.
Rouse and other officials
fondly remembered and

referenced Deputy Chief
Tim Green for whom the
center is named in memo-
rium.

“When you walk in the
breezeway, the first thing
you’re going to see is Tim
Green’s picture, his plaque
honoring him, Rouse said.
“He was a training officer
here for several years, and
he promoted up to deputy
chief. And we thought that
was very important to put
this whole training ground
in the memory of Tim.
And you’re going to see a
beautiful tribute in there for
him. We’re going to have a
tree here as well for him.
In time, it’s going to be up
here at the front. You all
will see it.”

Greene’s family was
present for the opening.

Now retired Fire Chief
Clark Taylor said he was
proud to have overseen and
been a part of the group that
has brought important proj-
ects like the training facility
and recent hazmat certifica-
tion into fruition.

“I'm extremely proud
of the outcome and what
this station, state-of-the-art
classroom and training fa-
cility has transformed into,”
he said. “This station and
training campus will serve
this city for generations of
firefighters to come.”
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Fashion Forward at The
Girls & Me Boutique

Nestled in the heart of
Morristown, The Girls &
Me Boutique stands as a
testament to resilience,
creativity, and community
spirit.

What started as a humble
roaming vendor business
has blossomed into a be-
loved storefront destination
offering unique fashion and
a personal touch.

The journey began in
January 2002 with 4] Com-
pany, named after family
members John, Janet, Julie,
and Joni.

Janet initially sold pen-
dants and necklaces to
acquaintances in various
offices and nonprofits.
As demand grew, she ex-
panded her reach by rent-
ing conference rooms to
showcase her creations to a
wider audience.

In 2008, a chance visit to
Mildred’s Florist led Janet
to Millie’s Boutique, which
was up for sale.

After discussing with Ju-
lie, her partner in the roam-
ing vendor journey, Janet
purchased the Boutique in
June 2008 and rebranded
it as The Girls & Me Bou-
tique.

Today, the store offers
a diverse range of cloth-
ing—from casual to dressy,
sporty to office wear
catering to adults seek-
ing well-made, distinctive
pieces not found every-
where else.

The Boutique’s focus is
on its customers. Market
selections are thoughtfully
curated based on their pref-
erences and sizes.

When asked about the
color of the season, the
Boutique’s answer is sim-
ple: it’s the color that looks
best on you. Each August,
the Boutique proudly fea-
tures an extensive selection
of University of Tennessee
apparel and accessories to
help fans cheer on the Vol-

unteers.
Owner-operated and
deeply rooted in local

pride, The Girls & Me
Boutique thrives on sea-
sonal campaigns that infuse
Morristown with festive
energy.

From holiday promo-
tions to spring showcases,
every display reflects style
and quality.

Customers often say that
shopping here feels less
like a transaction and more
like joining a celebration of
family and friendship.

“As we like to say,”
‘Come see The Girls at The
Girls & Me Boutique’ be-
cause even our staff is like
family, hence they’re our
‘Girls.

“Our Girls help us put
the capital ‘P’ in Personal
Touch.”

The Boutique has also
been a steadfast supporter
of the community, partici-
pating in numerous fashion
shows and vendor events
benefiting causes such as
the Rose Center, Noah’s
Arc, Serenity House, Se-

nior Citizen’s Home Assis-
tance Services Girls Night
Out, Morristown-Hamblen
Hospital Girls Night Out,
and the American Heart

Association. Whether re-
sponding to local needs or
national disasters,

The Girls & Me Boutique
has served as a collection
point, helping neighbors
near and far.

As Morristown grows,
The Girls & Me Boutique
reminds us that progress is
not only about large devel-
opments but also about the
dedication of small busi-
nesses weaving creativity,
community, and hope into
everyday life.

The boutique offers lay-
away on non-sale items,
hosts after-hours shopping
events, and maintains an
active presence on Face-
book and Instagram.

Visit The Girls & Me
Boutique at 2251 Sand-
stone Dr., Morristown,
TN or call 423-585-0333.
Boutique hours: Tuesday
through Friday 9-5, Satur-
day 9-2

_

A fun experience
for any age to
come find todays
fashions, shoes
and accessories!

The Girls & Me
BOUTIQUE

2251 Sandstone Drive * Morristown, TN 37814

423-585-0333

Tuesday - Friday 9-5 » Saturday

“Unique Fashion
With A Personal

L VEARS IN BU:

9-2
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Why Center of Strength 1sn’t
just a gym — It’s coaching
that changes everything

At Center of Strength, they believe fit-
ness should add to your life, not over-
whelm it. This isn’t a place where you’re
handed a workout and left to figure it out.

This is where coaching meets commu-
nity, and results finally make sense.

Their coaches don’t just count reps —
they know your goals, your schedule, your
injuries, your stress, and your why. Every
workout is intentionally programmed and
personally scaled so you can train safely,
effectively, and confidently at any stage
of life. Strength, conditioning, mobility,

nutrition guidance — it’s all built around
you.

Whether you’re brand new, coming back
after time off, managing life stress, or chas-
ing performance goals, coaching ensures:

* Faster, safer progress

* Accountability that actually sticks

* Fewer injuries and setbacks

* Confidence inside and outside the gym

You only get one body. One life. Train
with purpose. Train with people who care.

Join Center of Strength and experience
what real coaching feels like.

32 Robarison Credk [Roaxl
Bulls Gayp, TN

4238394023

Healthiesylersionsiofi0urselves!

f COSII22.com
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Healthstar Physicians

medical offices to open 1n
Spring of 2027

Healthstar Physicians, P.C. is build-
ing a new medical office building
at the corner of Merchants Greene
and Veterans Parkway in the rap-
idly growing area on the west end of
Morristown.

Surrounded by newly constructed
healthcare facilities, retail, restaurants
and hotels, the 79,166-square-foot
facility offers a convenient location
and will bring several of Healthstar’s
existing specialties together in a mod-
ern, patient-focused environment.

The new facility will feature Fam-
ily Practice, Internal Medicine, Pedi-
atrics, Endocrinology, Orthopedics,
Physical Medicine, and Podiatry,
along with Laboratory and Imaging
services, administrative offices, and
shell space for future expansion.

The project strengthens Health-
star’s presence in Morristown and

demonstrates its ongoing commit-
ment to providing high-quality, ac-
cessible healthcare across the region.

“This facility reflects our invest-
ment in Morristown and our mission
to deliver comprehensive, patient-
centered care close to home,” said
Mickey Brabson, CEO of Healthstar
Physicians, P.C.

Healthstar, in partnership with
Realty Trust Group, began planning
in February 2024 and launched con-
struction in October 2025.

The project is expected to be com-
pleted in spring 2027.

RTG is serving as master devel-
oper, project manager, and property
manager. Project partners include
Earl Swensson Associates as archi-
tect, The Christman Company as gen-
eral contractor, First Horizon Bank as
lender, and Land Development Solu-

tions for site work.

The master site also includes addi-
tional building pads for future com-
plementary medical development ad-
jacent to the Healthstar facility.

“This groundbreaking marks an
exciting milestone for Healthstar
and the Morristown community,”
said Michael Honeycutt, Executive
Vice President at Realty Trust Group.
“RTG is proud to support Healthstar
in bringing this vision to life and de-
liver a new facility that will enhance
access to care for years to come.”

The new location will offer greater
visibility and convenient access for
patients.

The project reflects Healthstar’s
long-term strategy to strengthen com-
munity roots, expand access to care,
and create a modern environment for
healthcare collaboration.

Charging Up: MU opens fast
chargers at Exit 8 Weigel’s

Drivers living, working, or trav-
eling along Interstate 81 and US
Highway 25E near Morristown now
have a new, convenient option for
charging their electric vehicles. Fast
chargers are available at the newly
installed site at Weigel’s Travel Cen-
ter off Exit 8.

Morristown Utilities hosted a
ribbon-cutting event at the charg-
ing station on May 7, celebrating its
partnership with the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority, Tennessee Department
of Environment & Conservation, and
Seven States Power Corporation.

This site is officially part of the
TVA/TDEC Fast Charge Network,
which aims to upgrade major travel
corridors across TVA’s seven-state
region.

It’s part of the even broader initia-
tive of the National Electric High-
way Coalition, aiming to enable long
distance EV travel by placing fast

chargers along interstates and ma-
jor highways throughout the United
States.

The Fast Charge Network is at-
tempting to place charging stations
at practical intervals along the cor-
ridors across Tennessee and TVA
Customer Relations Manager Chris
Quillen said progress in the region is
going well.

“This is the 53rd site in the Fast
Charge Network,” he said. The idea
behind the Fast Charge Network is
that wherever you’re at in the Ten-
nessee Valley, you’re no more than
50 miles from a fast charger.

“One of the barriers, or hin-
drances, to people adopting electric
vehicles is charging infrastructure.
We’ve got gas stations all over, but
we’re just now starting to see these
(fast chargers) pop up. We're at
Strawberry Plains. There’s one at
Exit 30. There’s one at the Pinnacle

up in Bristol. There’s one downtown
Johnson City. And we’re working on
one in Mountain City. So we’ll have
all the interstates and all the primary
and secondary state routes covered
with just a few more charging sta-
tions.”

The site is unique in the region
with four pull-through charging
stalls utilizing the popular Charge-
Point network allowing customers
to use the app, credit card, or phone
wallet to pay.

Seven States confirms the site re-
charges electric vehicles at speeds
up to 350kW providing 17 miles of
driving per minute of charging.

“The Seven States team is com-
mitted to relieving the anxiety some
drivers have about electric vehicles
due to the scarcity of charging sta-
tions along their route,” said Betsey
Kirk McCall, president & CEO of
Seven States Power Corporation.

RE/MAX

REAL ESTATE

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

525 W. Morris Blvd.,,
Morristown, TN 37814

Carla Steadman-Cullip
Cell: 423-327-3407
Office: 423-581-888

A YEARS IN BUSINESS ¥

\/

Visit my website today www.moovinuhome.com
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Oil Changes

Automotive Service
2 Locations To Serve You

EXPRESS LANE EXPRESS LANE

423-587-1355

East High on Morris Blvd.)

(EAST) (WEST)

423-581-2632

(Across From
on West A.J. Highway)

(Across From Lakeway Auto

MAHLE’s
$10 million expan-
sion bringing 50
new jobs

In the summer of 2025, foundational member of
Morristown’s industrial base announced an expansion
in a move that comes with a $10 million investment
and nearly 50 new jobs.

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, Department of Economic
and Community Development Commissioner Stuart C.
McWhorter and MAHLE GmbH officials made the an-
nouncement in a joint statement.

“Tennessee is leading the nation in attracting leading
global brands like MAHLE thanks to our pro-business
climate and highly skilled workforce. These nearly 50
new jobs will create greater opportunity for families in
Hamblen County, and I'm grateful to MAHLE for its
continued investment in our state,” said Lee.

The company’s continued investment will allow
MAHLE to start production of electric compressors
used on fuel-cell electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid ve-
hicles and full electric vehicles.

“Starting the e-compressor production in
Morristown, Tennessee, marks an important milestone
for MAHLE as we further strengthen our footprint in
the USA and our role as local employer. This extension
is a great example of successfully transforming a pro-
duction plant formerly fully dedicated to internal com-
bustion engines by launching electrification products
for future mobility — a clear investment in the plant’s
future,” said Arnd Franz, Chairman of the Group Man-
agement Board and CEO, MAHLE.

The chairman of the Industrial Development Board
of the City of Morristown, R. Jack Fishman played a
lead role in originally bringing MAHLE to Morristown
in the 1970s. He said he’s thrilled to see another MAH-
LE expansion.

“Congratulations to MAHLE on the terrific news
that they will again expand Morristown operations and
create new jobs for our community,” he said. “We ap-
preciate their continued investment in Morristown and
Hamblen County and look forward to seeing them con-
tinue to grow and be successful.”

State Sen. Steve Southerland shared in his excite-
ment.

“This investment by MAHLE is great news for
Hamblen County. Creating nearly 50 new jobs and
committing more than $10 million in capital invest-
ment shows a strong vote of confidence in our com-
munity and workforce,” he said. “I’m proud to support
projects like this that move our region forward.”

John Bradley, TVA senior vice president of economic
development, congratulated MAHLE on its announce-
ment.

“TVA and Morristown Utility System congratu-
late MAHLE on its decision to expand operations in
Hamblen County. It’s always an exciting day when we
can celebrate a company’s continued commitment to
growth in the region,” he said. “We are proud to partner
with the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce and
the Tennessee Department of Economic and Commu-
nity Development to support companies like MAHLE,
and we celebrate this announcement together.”

MAHLE will invest more than $10 million and cre-
ate nearly 50 additional jobs, which will bring the com-
pany’s total headcount in Hamblen County to nearly
800 people.

“MAHLE’s growth reinforces why Tennessee’s au-
tomotive sector is thriving, and today’s announcement
wouldn’t be possible without our strong local leader-
ship. Thank you to our partners in Morristown and
Hamblen County who have worked to set this com-
munity up for continued success, resulting in Hamblen
County securing the second-highest number of projects
statewide since 2024, said TNECD Commissioner
Stuart C. McWhorter

Founded in 1920, MAHLE is headquartered in Stutt-
gart, Germany, and employs more than 67,000 people
across the globe. Today, one in every two vehicles
globally is equipped with MAHLE components.

“MAHLE continues to lead the way in innovation and
growth, both globally and right here in Morristown and
Hamblen County. As one of our community’s strongest
anchor employers, we are proud to call them partners,”’
Hamblen County Mayor Chris Cutshaw said. ‘Their
latest $10+ million expansion, bringing nearly 50 new
jobs to our area, is a testament to their ongoing com-
mitment to sustainability, quality and economic devel-
opment. MAHLE’s legacy of excellence continues to
grow, and we are excited to see their ever-expanding
presence make a lasting impact on our local economy
and workforce.

“What an outstanding example of what it means to
invest in people, performance, and progress.”

Park Vista Apartments offer
relief to housing problem

Housing supply is tight in Morristown and Hamblen
County, but builders are moving to provide supply for
that demand and the Morristown Area Chamber of Com-
merce recently hosted a ribbon cutting in a September
for the new Park Vista Apartments at 1934 Shields Ferry
Road.

The 12 unit building is right across the street from
Wildwood Park, which has a newly upgraded play-
ground and other park features. Built by Guzman Con-
struction, the development represents an example of re-
newal in the city.

“It’s been a good experience through the years (build-
ing and developing property) and we still give it the best
that we can as a company,” CEO Israel Guzman said.
“We have four three-bedroom, we have four two-bed-
room and four one-bedroom units (at Park Vista).”

Jorge Guzman, COO for Guzman Construction, said
their team was committed to being good community
partners in Morristown.

“We believe in every part of this community,” he said.
“We don’t only develop certain places downtown. This
community, we love Morristown. This is our home. This
is the promised land. Morristown is the promised land.”

Guzman said it was important to them to develop nice
apartments in places a little further from where people
might expect to see such investments. He said working
people in communities all across the city should have
nice places to live.
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Clayton Supply

nearly doubling

headquarters 1n
Hamblen County

Clayton Supply is investing in its Morristown facility
with an expansion that will bring 90 new jobs, state and
local officials announced.

The $6.8 million expansion will nearly double its
headquarters in Hamblen County and was announced in
July of 2025.

The company’s current operation in Morristown,
Clayton Morristown Lux Doors, builds doors for all 40
Clayton Home Building Group homebuilding facilities
in the U.S.

“Clayton Supply has been a valued partner to Ten-
nessee for nearly 70 years,” said Tennessee Gov. Bill
Lee. “As one of our state’s largest private employers,
I’m grateful for the company’s continued investment in
our skilled workforce and am confident Clayton Supply
will continue to find success in Morristown in the years
to come.”

TNECD Commissioner Stuart McWhorter credited
local leadership — both with Clayton and local govern-
ment - with the success.

“At TNECD, we strive to recruit companies that are
not only the right fit for our state but also for our com-
munities. Today’s announcement would not be possible
without the exceptional leadership in Morristown and
Hamblen County who have worked to set this communi-
ty up for economic success, and I thank Clayton Supply
leadership for their trust and investment in East Tennes-
see,” McWhorter said.

Clayton Supply is part of Clayton, a leading national
single-family homebuilder dedicated to opening doors
to a better life through attainable homeownership.
Founded by Jim Clayton in 1956, the company’s portfo-
lio includes a comprehensive range of modern manufac-
tured and site-built housing.

“We’re proud of the longevity and growth of our op-
erations at the Morristown facility. We opened in 2010
as a distribution and lamination center, launched Lux
Doors 10 years later and now we’re continuing the mo-
mentum by expanding the Lux product line and lamina-
tion capabilities,” said Matt Stites, president, Clayton
Supply Inc. “This growth, which we owe to the dedica-
tion of the Clayton Morristown team and support from
the community, will support our vision to become a
leading, single-family national housing brand that opens
doors to a better life through attainable homeownership
for families across the country.

Hamblen County Mayor Chris Cutshaw said he looks
forward to seeing Clayton grow.

“Morristown and Hamblen County are very fortunate
to have a company such as Clayton Supply in this com-
munity, and we are even more fortunate to see them ex-
pand their footprint here, providing more opportunities
for employment,” he said. “It is truly an honor to have
Clayton Supply expand their offerings, finding a niche
in meeting the demands of customers through creativity
and innovation plus downright ingenuity. I look forward
to seeing them grow their potential and continue to be a
valuable asset to our community.”

Morristown Mayor Gary Chesney offered his congrat-
ulations to the Clayton Supply team.

“The City of Morristown is pleased to congratulate
Clayton Supply on its decision to expand its company
here,” he said. “Clayton Supply’s new investment will
see an impressive growth in its product capacity and the
creation of new jobs for our community. On behalf of
our entire city leadership team, we extend our thanks to
Clayton Supply for its confidence in Morristown as the
place to create a larger industrial footprint.”

John Bradley, TVA senior vice president of economic
development, also offered congratulations.

“TVA and Morristown Utilities congratulate Clayton
Supply on its decision to expand operations in Hamblen
County,” he said. “It’s always an exciting day when
we can celebrate a company’s continued commitment
to growth in the region. We are proud to partner with
the Morristown Area Chamber of Commerce, City of
Morristown, Hamblen County and the Tennessee De-
partment of Economic and Community Development to
support companies like Clayton Supply and look for-
ward to its continued success.

State Sen. Steve Southerland said the announcement
is exciting for the community.

“Clayton is a family-owned business with more than
22,000 employees in 779 locations across the country. I
am excited to announce that (Clayton Supply is) invest-
ing $6.8 million in Hamblen County, which will cre-
ate 90 new jobs,” Southerland said. “This investment
is in addition to the company’s current operation in
Morristown that produces interior doors for all Clayton
Homes facilities in the U.S., and I thank all who have
made this possible.”

State Rep. Jeremy Faison agreed.

“Clayton Supply has been an established community
partner for many years, and it’s a great honor that they
have chosen to invest further in Morristown,” Faison
said. “This expansion will create dozens of quality jobs
and help cement Hamblen County’s status as one of East
Tennessee’s premier manufacturing centers.”

Porter’s Tire celebrates
Talbott expansion

A large crowd of family, friends and supporters joined
the grand opening and ribbon cutting for a renewed Por-
ter’s Tire Store in Talbott.

The family owned business, grown to 7 area locations,
has expanded the store at 6012 W. Andrew Johnson
Highway by adding a large metal building with room for
all sorts of interior auto work and several new bays, and
by renovating the office area and existing workspace.

“We’re so thankful that we’re able to do this,” com-
pany President Roger Porter said. “Hale Construction
and all the partners that work so closely with them have
really done a great job on the remodel. I think you’ll see
it really is awesome.

“We appreciate Jessica at the bank with the financ-
ing and helping us with that. We appreciate everyone
coming out today. We appreciate my brothers. I appre-
ciate our employees that make this all possible. We’re
just so grateful, you know, that we’re able to grow as
Morristown grows.”

Morristown Experimental Aviation
Association Chapter 1494 breaks
ground on a new facility

Big things are happening for the
the Morristown Experimental Avi-
ation Association Chapter 1494,
broke ground on a new facility in
June and things are looking up.

The new Aviation Learning Cen-
ter is going to be a facility that will
be an upgraded permanent facility
for the EAA chapter, house work-
shops and support youth aviation
education by providing STEM
based learning opportunities.

“We’ll be able to bring all of our
aviation and STEM-related activi-
ties under one roof in this build-
ing,” Chapter President Karen
Hughes Collins said. “There’ll be
an 80-by-80 hanger and then a 30-
by-70 condition space with a nice
front porch. We are looking for-
ward to having that space and be-
ing able to expand our workshops
and bring our airplane build over to
our own space. “

Work has started on the facil-
ity and is moving quickly that will
gather all of the chapter’s activities
under one roof.

The construction machinery
wound down for a moment so chap-
ter leaders and local officials could
give remarks at the Morristown-
Area-Chamber-of-Commerce-or-
ganized event.

Morristown Mayor said that
when he talks about Morristown,
he’s got a list of things he brags
about.

“At the very top of that list,
Morristown Municipal Airport is
right up there with the best things
to brag about,” he said. “We also
have a unique program that goes a
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long way in promoting future inter-
est in flying with young folks. This
(EAA) program introduces young
people to fly and not only do you
teach them how to fly small air-
craft, they also teach them how to
build it. The recently held Young
Eagles program that was here a
couple of weeks ago—it taught
first-timers or showed them how to
fly, got a lot of them off the ground
for the first time.”

The mayor praised Hughes Col-
lins as a driving force behind
the chapter and a positive influ-
ence in aeronautic community in
Morristown.

“The motivational force behind
all of this is Karen Hughes Col-
lins,” he said. “She recently be-
came the President of the Tennes-
see Aviation Association. So she’s
serious about that work and has
helped motivate and fuel the drive
to where we are for this program.”

Hughes Collins, in her remarks,
described Chapter 1494 and their
dedication to promote aviation in
the community.

“We’re a local chapter of a na-
tional organization, and we were
founded about 10 years ago,” she
said. “Our home has always been
Morristown. There are a number of
the founding members that are still
active with the chapter—there were
about seven, I think, who helped
found it. So that’s pretty cool that
they’re still active.”

She described the chapter’s pas-
sion for developing the next gen-
eration of pilots and enthusiasts.

“I think we provide an overabun-

THE SPIRIT OF AVIATION

EAA Chapter 1494
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dance of enthusiasm about our
airport, aviation of all flavors, and
other STEM-related topics — what
does that look like on any given
day?” Hughes Collins asked rhe-
torically. “Well, today it looks like
this: it looks like inviting pilots and
the local community to the airport
breakfast every month. It looks like
building the airplane that we talked
about. It looks like free Young Ea-
gle flights. It looks like private pi-
lot ground schools and aviation day
camps and workshops, flight schol-
arships, airport tours. It looks like
going out to schools and talking to
all different grades of classes. So it
looks like a lot of different things.”

She thanked supporters of the
airport and the EAA and mentioned
Howmet Aerospace and a recent,
large donation.

“Howmet just helped fund our
workshops and our day camps with
a $25,000 grant,” she said. “So we
are very grateful for that.”

Board Member Nelson Collins
recognized R. Jack Fishman, chair-
man of the Morristown Industrial
Development Board and longtime
supporter of local aviation.

“Thank you, Mr. Jack Fishman,”
he said. “We appreciate you so
much. And this guy loves this city
and has done so much for this city
over all of his life. And I love this
city, Jack—and I love you, my
friend.”

Collins described the support
from club members and others who
raised funds by doing things like
“folks that donated the sale of a
plane.”
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In Morristown, taking
care of your home means
taking care of your neigh-
bors — and Roto-Rooter
of Morristown has proudly
been doing just that for
years.

More than just a plumb-
ing service, Roto-Rooter is
a trusted local partner, help-
ing families and businesses
keep their homes safe,
comfortable, and running
smoothly.

Plumbing problems don’t
wait for a convenient mo-
ment.

A backed-up drain, bro-
ken pipe, or overflowing
toilet can disrupt an entire
household or business in
seconds.

That’s why Roto-Rooter

of Morristown offers 24/7
emergency service, staffed
by trained, licensed techni-
cians who live and work in
the same community they
serve.

When they show up, it’s
not just a service call —it’s
a neighbor lending a help-
ing hand.

From routine drain clean-
ing and water heater repairs
to sewer line services, sep-
tic tank pumping, plumb-
ing and unexpected emer-
gencies, the team brings
dependable solutions and
honest communication to
every job.

Customers appreciate the
clear explanations, upfront
pricing, and respect shown
for their homes and time.

Rto Root - Taking care
of your plumbing needs

Backed by a nationally
recognized name but root-
ed right here in Hamblen
County, Roto-Rooter under-
stands the unique plumb-
ing needs of Morristown’s
homes — from older neigh-
borhoods to growing com-
mercial spaces.

Their commitment to re-
liability, integrity, and com-
munity pride is what keeps
customers calling back gen-
eration after generation.

When plumbing prob-
lems arise, trust a company
that truly cares about the
place you call home. Roto-
Rooter of Morristown —
your local plumbing pro-
fessionals, always ready to
help.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY WITH
HONESTY, INTEGRITY AND LOCAL PRIDE

CNB is a locally-owned and managed community bank that has beén
serving families and small businesses in East Tennessee for over oF
decades. Today, we continue to serve our communities W|th the Iatest

technology for convenient online and mobile bankmg,

as well as local branches for personallzed = o

iNn-person service.

ITIZENS
IONAL
ANK

MEMBER FDIC A
lglﬁouc[é &ruing Our C)ommum'f[ej -~ /
CNBTN.com

MORRISTOWN BRANCH

4320 EVAN GREENE PLAZA

423-714-8260
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Summertown Metals expanding

Lakeway Growing Forward
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Hamblen County facility

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, Department of
Economic and Community Development
Commissioner Stuart C. McWhorter and
Summertown Metals officials announced
in the Summer of 2025 the company
will expand for the first time outside of
Southern Middle Tennessee, locating ad-
ditional distribution and manufacturing
operations in Morristown.

Summertown Metals is in the process
of investing $22.6 million and will create
170 new jobs in Hamblen County through
the project.

Upon completion, the company will
employ nearly 600 people across its fa-
cilities in Summertown, Hohenwald and
Morristown.

“Tennessee is shaped by brands like
Summertown Metals that call the Volun-
teer State home, and as companies con-
tinue to upskill and automate, Tennes-

seans will be the ideal workforce to fill
these new positions,” said Gov. Bill Lee.
“I thank Summertown Metals for their
continued investment in our state and
look forward to the opportunity these new
jobs create across East Tennessee.”

The company is adding to its new facil-
ity on property in the Lowland area, near
Exit 12. The property is at the former site
of the Enka ballfield.

Established in 1947, the American
Enka Company, a rayon fiber producer,
operated a 230-acre site until 1985 when
it was acquired by BASF. Lenzing AG
purchased the plant in 1992, then a com-
pany purchased and renamed it Liberty
Fibers in 2002.

In 2005, the plant was closed. The for-
mer industrial site and its adjacent waste-
water treatment plant have since been an-
nexed into the City of Morristown.

Masengill Landing adds housing
options 1n the heart of Morristown

In a city starving for housing options, a
bunch of opportunities are available in the
Masengill Landing development between
W. Economy Road and Walters Drive,

There’s a rarity of land ready for new
homes near the heart of Morristown...
near shopping, restaurants, recreation and
work... and developer Michael Bunch said
the homes good mix of solid construction,
quality materials and uncommon conve-
nience.

Contractor Moe Jones said the steel fram-
ing, concrete slab and other premium ma-
terials have been chosen for longevity and
durability.

“There’s nothing in the house for termites
to chew on and nothing really to burn but
the furniture; they’re really strong structur-
ally built homes,” he said. “(The materials
should) save homeowners 30% on their in-
surance.”

“Masengill Landing is going to be a real-
ly a good asset to Morristown, with a good
central location,” Jones concluded.

Travis Earls of RE/MAX Real Estate Ten
are handling home and lot sales for the proj-
ect. They will be available to discuss Bunch
Development home builds as well as sales
to buyers who are bringing their own build-
ers.

Bunch said the homes in the neighbor-
hood are going to be suitable for first-time
homebuyers and retirees, and most things in
between.

In addition to the Phase 1 lots and homes
available for purchase, Phase 2 will be open
for homebuyers.

The unique nature of the development
has attracted attention from other commu-
nities that have visited to study the steel
framing and potential positive impacts.
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OTICS S celebrates
25 years of manufacturing
excellence

company employs more
than 500 people and has
expanded its Morristown
facility four times and
its Kodak facility once,
with potential for future
growth.

OTICS USA empowers

OTICS USA is the first
Japanese transplant com-
pany in the United States
for OTICS Corporation
and a growing leader in
advanced manufacturing.

Celebrating its 25th an-
niversary this year, the

employees to achieve the
highest standards of qual-
ity, accuracy, and reliabil-
ity, guided by a manage-
ment philosophy rooted in
harmony, ingenuity, and
continuous improvement.

v

.oticsusa.com

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER?

WE ARE HIRING

JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY

SR R A M M A e

e—I-ICS USA; Inc.

“QUALITY IS OUR LIFELINE".

SINCE OUR FOUNDATION IN JULY 2001, WE HAVE EXPANDED OUR MORRISTOWN FACILITY FOUR TIMES AND
ADDED OUR KODAK FACILITY WITH 1 EXPANSION AND THE POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE EXPANSIONS.

YEARS INBUSINESS
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Iron Clad Momstown Iron and Metals

powers local recycling efforts

Morristown Iron and Metals has served
East Tennessee metal recycling needs for 52
years.

It is a second generation family business
who loves helping people in the communities
to understand the importance of recycling.

Morristown Iron and Metals service both
industrial accounts and individuals by pro-
viding containers for bulk hauls of scrap
metal as needed within a 100 mile radius of
Morristown.

If it’s metal, they buy it ... from catalytic
converters, batteries, used beverage cans to

cars, farm equipment and all types of metals
in between.

They buy it all!

They are a full service metal recycler. In
addition, we pay up to $50 haul charge if you
need your car towed to them!

If you haven’t recycled in the past, please
make every effort to do so. The landfills don’t
need to be full of materials that should be re-
cycled. It’s up to each person to do their part
to recycle. Go visit them today to learn more
about what they buy or visit morristowscrap.
com.

Round and Round: City
addresses problematic

intersection with roundabout

The job didn’t take near-
ly as long as expected.

When the city of
Morristown announced the
construction of a round-
about at the intersection
of Cherokee and Walters
Drive to begin on Decem-
ber 1, it was estimated
the work would take up to
three months.

Due to favorable weath-
er conditions, it only took
about six weeks.

The construction of
the roundabout is a local
project approved by the
Morristown City Council,
with no grant sources.

The project began with
a discussion among coun-
cil members during a work
session held in August
2023.

The intent by the city,
as indicated by Jason El-
liot with LDA Engineering
during a presentation at the
work session, was to pre-
clude, or rule out, the need
for a traffic signal at the
high-traffic intersection.

The project had been es-
timated at the time to cost
$850,000.

It was included in the
city’s 2026 budget as
a capital project under

construction at the same
amount.

According to City Ad-
ministrator Andrew EI-
lard, council approved
the construction contract
with Summers-Taylor at
$720,885 at the May 6,
2025 meeting.

“We were pleased that
stayed well below that
original estimate,” he said.

City council approved a
contract for the purchase
of property for additional
right-of-way and easement
necessary for the construc-
tion of the roundabout for
$25,000.

Only two properties in-
volved ROW acquisition
according to Ellard:

“One to the southwest of
the intersection was a con-
struction easement, and the
only real ROW purchase
was to the southeast of the
intersection for a portion
of the property,” he said.

During its Oct. 21 meet-
ing, with the start of the
construction in sight, coun-
cil approved an agreement
for inspection services for
the project with LDA En-
gineering.

Inspection includes
overall supervision of the

project and materials test-
ing during installation.
Utility relocation was con-
ducted at the time. The
total cost of engineering,
design and inspection ser-
vices is $159,000.

The construction, ROW
purchases and engineer-
ing, design and inspection
bring the project total to
$904,885.

The roundabout is 110’
in the inscribed circle, a
size that is smaller than
some single lane options
that can range in size to
140’ feet in diameter.

“We looked at a few dif-
ferent configurations for
this one and this is the best
option. This one is on the
smaller size to lesson the
impact on the surrounding
properties,” Elliott said at
the 2023 work session.

Regardless of size, the
roundabout now provides
room for emergency ser-
vices and other non-tradi-
tional vehicles.

There is a truck apron

along with  mountable
curbs that enable fire
trucks and other larger

trucks’ rear wheels to roll
over them, rather than
abrupt curbing.

\ITEMS WE BUY:-
Automobiles - Scrap Iron & Appiiances « Aluminum Cans / Noi-Ferrous Items

METALS INCLUDE:

=) Batteries
=) Gopper
=) Brass

Check Out Our YouTube
Channel Scrap Talk...

=) Aluminum Wheels

Where We Explore
The World 0f Scrap
Metal Recycling!

You[T)

\ORRISTOW,

<

‘morrlstowns
| Helnin Peo

Morristown fron & Metal Is Committed To Serving People, Communities and Gorporations
By Recycling Scrap Metal With Integrity llnnestv and Safe Operating Practices.

=) Insulated Wire (Electrical Wires)
=) Catalytic Converters
=) Gomputer Scrap
=) Stainless Steel
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Download Our App “‘Morristown Serap”
Today For All The Latest Prices
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