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Coal Company was formed 
in 1814. The Smiths’ mines 
were a success, yielding 
high-quality coal while 
o t h e r  m i n e  o p e r at o r s 
struggled and often failed. 
The Smiths introduced 
explosives to coal mining, 
hiring John Flanigan of  
Milford, Connecticut, a 
stone quarry operator. His 
success with black powder 
in the Smith tunnels loos-
ened coal for miners who 
had been using picks and 
axes to dig out chunks of  
anthracite by hand.

Mined coal was hauled 
by horse-drawn wagons to 
the Plymouth river bank 
where it was either loaded 
directly onto an ark or 
piled on the bank to await 
transport.

The Ashley Planes

As the Smith brothers 
and other early mine oper-
ators dug their tunnels, 
some vis ionary  types 
be gan scoping out the 
geography of  the Wyoming 
Valley and did engineering 
studies that concluded a 
series of  connected rail-
road planes could allow 
movement of  coal over the 
mountains ringing the val-
ley. The site: Ashley.

Ironically, the Ashley 
Planes were built  and 
opened in 1843, but the first 
mine shaft was not sunk in 
the town until 1851. Coal 
had been dug from tunnels, 
akin to the Plymouth oper-
ations. The first shaft dug 
in Plymouth, according to 
the historical society there, 
was at the Patten Mine 
owned by William Patten. 
Contractor Capt. John Den-
nis dug the shaft in 1856. 
Sadly, William Patten was 
killed in January 1857 
when he and the plank on 
which he was standing fell 
down the shaft. The mine 
ended up in the hands of  
the Delaware & Hudson 
C a n a l  C o m p a n y  a n d 
became known as D&H No. 
4.

Development of  rail-
roads also began, breakers 
were built to process coal 
and the canal system was 
created, on which millions 
of  tons of  anthracite would 
move.

A b i j a h  S m i t h  d i e d 
March 26, 1826, and Jesse 
Fell died Aug. 11, 1830. In 
only a few years, their 
groundbreaking endeavors 
could accurately be herald-
ed as coal industry corner-
stones. 

Both are remembered on 
state historical markers in 
their respective communi-
ties.

A tourist attraction?

Someone in Luzer ne 
County had the foresight to 
suggest coal mines as tour-
ist destinations ... in 1829!

In 1811, coal operator, 
John Smith, brother of  
Abijah Smith, began to 
mine coal on the west side 
of  Ransom Creek in Plym-
outh. Abijah had opened 
his mine tunnel in 1807.

J o h n  S m i t h ’s  m i n e 
achieved national fame as 
a kind of  tourist attrac-
tion. In 1829, a writer from 
Wilkes-Bar re posted a 
notice in the Connecticut 
Mirror, writing, “among 
the curiosities of  our coun-
ty (and we have a few) are 
Smith’s Coal Mines, situat-
ed in Plymouth township 
in this county ... it sends a 
sudden twinge through a 
fellow, say, to think himself  
walking under a mountain 
fifty feet through, with 
only here and there a pillar 
to support it ... those who 
feel desirous of  knowing 
more about this matter, 
must do as many others 
have done — go and see for 
themselves.”
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The Nanticoke Histori-
cal Society will hold a 
Celebrate Nanticoke His-
tory Day from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 23, 
at the society offices in 
the Samantha Mill 
House, 495 E. Main St., 
Nanticoke.

 To add to the celebra-
tion, present and past 
residents are being asked 
to bring to the historical 
society offices any Nanti-
coke memorabilia stored 
in their homes such as 
photographs, letters and 
related correspondence, 
school records, etc. to be 
scanned and returned to 
the owner that day. 

Event organizers not-
ed that items handed 
down through genera-
tions, no matter how 
unimportant they may 
seem, help add to the his-
tory of  the city and its 
residents. 

Old photographs may 
have former businesses 
and homes that no longer 
exist. Records, docu-
ments and letters, etc. 
reflect lifestyles and 
times of  ancestors, orga-
nizers said. 

For membership infor-
mation, follow the histori-

cal society on Facebook 
and on its website, www.
nanticokehistoryonline.
org. 

For information, call 
570-258-1367. The histori-
cal society offices are 
located next to the Mill 

Memorial Library. Enter 
the parking lot from Kos-
ciuszko Street. 

This recently donated 

photo, circa 1920s, shows 
a Nanticoke business, The 
Lewis Zajewski Hotel, at 
66 W. Ridge St.

Celebrate Nanticoke History Day event planned

Geisinger Commonwealth School of  Medicine’s 
(GCSOM) Climbing Club and Chakstone Climbing are 
hosting “Spooky Sends Dyno Climbing Competition” 
from noon to 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30, at Chakstone 
Climbing, 102 S. Main St., Wilkes-Barre. 

A portion of  the entry fees will be donated to the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center. GCSOM student planners 
include Climbing Club co-presidents, Kevin Zhao and 
Tom Cronin and club treasurer, Sam Paek. 

Participants are encouraged to compete in costume. 
Climbers of  all ages are invited to participate with a 
chance to win climbing gear. 

Thirty percent of  entry fee proceeds will be donated to 
the Children’s Advocacy Center. Spectators are welcome. 
General admission includes food, drink, and gear tables 
throughout the duration of  the event. 

Men, women, and youth divisions are now open for 
registration at https://chakstonegym.biz/spooky/. Priz-
es will be awarded to the first-, second-, and third-place 
finishers from each category. Those present receive a 
chance to win a crash pad in the adult competitions 
(adults: ages 16 and older) and a harness in the youth 
competition (youth: 15 and younger). General admission 
is $15 and competitor fee is $45 and includes a T-shirt. 
CDC masking and safety protocols will be followed at 
this event. 

Planning the event, from left, are GCSOM students 
Tom Cronin and Kevin Zhao with James Barrett, 
Chakstone Climbing owner.

Climbing club competition 
to support Children’s 
Advocacy Center

The Honesdale National Bank Foundation presented $5,000 to the F.M. Kirby 
Center for the Performing Arts. The funds will be used to support their Young 
People’s Theater Series. During the shutdown, the F.M. Kirby Center was able 
to stream the educational entertainment that would normally take place on 
stage, into classrooms and homes. From left, are Joell Yarmel, F.M. Kirby 
Center director of development; Karen Decker, HNB AVP, Kingston branch 
manager; and Ashlee Jacobs, F.M. Kirby Center development coordinator.

Bank supports Kirby Center’s 
Young People’s Theater series

The Transfiguration of  Our Lord Ukrainian Catho-
lic Church will hold a rummage sale Friday to Sun-
day, Oct. 15-17, in the church hall. Bliss and Center 
streets, Hanover section of  Nanticoke. 

Rummage is organized by size and gender, with 
many items new or gently used. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day. 

Food will be available to eat in or take out, includ-
ing homemade clam chowder, pirogi, hot dogs and 
sauerkraut and other menu items. 

From left, are Donna Kelley and Maryann Kel-
ley organizing some of  the clothing available at the 
sale. 

Masks are recommended by not required. For 
information, call 570-256-7883.

Rummage sale planned at 
Transfiguration Church

How to submit reunion news
Class reunion news is published Sundays in The Citizens’ Voice.

Send class reunion announcements and photographs to lifestyles@citi-
zensvoice.com. Or mail class photos and reunion news to The Citizens’ 
Voice, 75 N. Washington St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701, attn. Lifestyles.

Electronically submitted photos must be large, high resolution JPEGs. Other for-
mats cannot be reproduced in print and will be rejected.

Identify everyone in the photograph, by first and last names, from left, by rows. 
Photographs without identifications, or with incomplete identifications, cannot be 
considered for publication.


