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GREEN DAY
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Pierce Street Deli owner Ken Bond, along with his daughter, Jordan Bond, left, and her friend Liv Cavill prepare for the move to green

at the restaurant in Kingston.

Business owners excited as county enters ‘green’ phase

BY BOB KALINOWSKI

STAFF WRITER

T
he Pierce Street Deli in
Kingston will be decorated in
green. Staff at the R Bar in

Newport Twp. will wear “Straight
Outta Quarantine” shirts.

LuzerneCountyentersthe“green”
phase of reopening today, meaning
businesses that have been closed or
restricted the longest due to the coro-
navirus shutdown can reopen.

Among the changes, people can
dine in at a restaurant again or vis-
it a salon — with social distancing
restrictions.

“I want to cry, laugh, be happy
and be nervous at the same time.
All of them. So many different emo-
tions,” said Lauren Maga, R Bar co-
owner.

R Bar had an employee meeting
on Wednesday to prepare for the
reopening, which allows bars and
restaurants to operate at 50 percent
normal capacity. It was the first
time the staff gathered in full for

months, as Maga reviewed new
post-lockdown rules with them.

“It’s like a whole new restaurant
opening all over again. But we’ll fig-
ure it out like we always do,” Maga
said. “We are so excited. You don’t
realize how long it really was since
you saw everybody. I’ve never seen
my employees so excited to come to
work.”

During the quarantine, R Bar
had been relying on takeout sales
and, more recently, outdoor dining.

Under the new rules, R Bar will
be able to accommodate about 80
customers at a time, Maga said.

Customers must wear masks
while walking through the restau-
rant and a maximum of six people
will be allowed at a table. There will
be no reservations initially.

Staff will be wearing “Straight
Outta Quarantine” shirts, a spin
off of the famous 1988 album logo
for the rap music group NWA.

Please see GREEN, Page A5

Rules, restrictions remain in green phase
With Luzerne County and several others transitioning into the

green reopening phase today, Gov. Tom Wolf is reminding residents
that masks are still required to enter a business.
“Mask-wearing has proven to be an important deterrent to the
spread of the virus, and as more counties move to green and more
things reopen, we need to be vigilant in our efforts to continue our
mitigation efforts,” Wolf said in a press release.

Rules and restrictions in green phase include:
! Masks are still required when entering a business.
! Restaurants and bars may open at 50% occupancy.
! Personal care services, including hair salons and barbershops,

may open at 50% occupancy, but by appointment only.
! All entertainment venues, such as casinos, theaters, and shop-

ping malls, may open at 50% occupancy.
! Indoor recreation, health and wellness facilities, such as gyms

and spas, may open at 50% occupancy with appointments strongly
encouraged.

! All businesses operating at 50% occupancy in the yellow phase
may increase to 75% occupancy.

! Large gatherings of more than 250 people are prohibited.
! Telework is strongly encouraged.
! All businesses must follow social distancing and cleaning guid-

ance established by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the state Department of Health.

— BOB KALINOWSKI

Brown wants scope
of police advisory
panel’s duties to be
absolutely clear.

Search
for police
board
members
on hold

BY STEVE MOCARSKY

STAFF WRITER

Wilkes-Barre Mayor George
Brown has postponed request-
ing applications for citizen
police advisory board mem-
bers until he’s developed a
clearer scope of responsibili-
ties for the panel.

Brown said he initially
intended to post applications
f o r b o a r d
membership
on Wednes-
day, but he
decided to
“hold of f ”
because “any-
o n e w h o
wants to apply should know
what will be involved and the
commitment that will be nec-
essary.”

The mayor said he has
alreadyreceivedcallsfromsev-
eral people who told him they
would like to sit on the board,
whose members he has said
would “represent major diver-
sity groups comprising our
city.”

Brown announced at a city
council meeting last week that
he intended to appoint a seven-
member advisory board “to
work with the police depart-
ment,” and also that he would
seek funding to outfit city
police officers with video cam-
eras to be worn on their bod-
ies. He said the two initiatives
would “address some of the
issues that we’re currently
dealing with and also will be a
way we can more or less build
up trust” in the community.

A local Black Lives Matter
group and other community
leaders organized several pro-
tests and marches in the city
over the past three weeks to
demand police accountability
after the May 25 death of
George Floyd while in Minne-
apolis police custody.

Just, equal treatment

Brown said Wednesday

Please see BOARD, Page A5

BROWN

Juneteenth, a day of
joy, pain, becomes a
day of national action

BY AARON MORRISON

AND KAT STAFFORD

ASSOCIATED PRESS

In just about any other
year, Juneteenth, the holiday
celebrating the day in 1865
that all enslaved black people
learned they had been freed
from bondage, would be
marked by African Ameri-
can families across the
nation with a cookout, a
parade, a community festi-
val, a soulful rendition of
“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing.”

But in 2020, as the coronavi-
rus ravishes black America
disproportionately, as eco-
nomic uncertainty wrought
by the pandemic strains black

pocketbooks, and as police
brutality continues to devas-
tate black families, June-
teenth is a day of protest.

Red velvet cake, barbecued
ribs and fruit punch are
optional.

For many white Ameri-
cans, recent protests over
police brutality have driven
their awareness of June-
teenth’s significance.

Please see ACTION, Page A6

Holiday celebrates day when all enslaved
black people learned they were now free.

SUE OGROCKI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

People walk past a Black Wall Street mural in the

Greenwood district in Tulsa, Okla., on Monday.

PUBLIC SQUARE
CELEBRATION
Black Lives Matter Wil-
kes-Barre will hold a
Juneteenth celebration
noon to 8 today on Public
Square in Wilkes-Barre.

UPHELD
High court rejects
Trump effort to end

DACA. Page A8

MOUNT AIRY CASINO TO REOPEN NEXT WEEK. C1

Cross Valley Commons,

744 Kidder Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA

Visit our website www.stepbystepusa.com

skauffman@stepbystepusa.com

Phone: 570-8293477 Ext. 7998
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• Paid training.
• Minimum starting rate $12.00 hour.
• Benefits for full time position.

You get 9 vacation days earned your first year
and (5 weeks after 6th year). Plus 11 paid holidays.

You get six sick days a year.
• Excellent benefits for full time employees, including
health insurance for the employee and family.

If you’re a patient person and have the ability to help
someone with their daily needs we may have a job for
you. As a DIRECT SUPPORT STAFF, you’ll assist
individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities

in their home and community.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2020


