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Volleyball: County teams out for more this fall / B1

Primary Election  
is today

Primary Election Day is 
Tuesday, Aug. 23, and the 
polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Florida law mandates 
citizens must vote in 
the precinct assigned to 
their residential address. 
They should notify the 
elections office if their 
address is different from 
the address listed on their 
voter information card 
or if they have recently 
moved in Citrus County.

Citizens can change ad-
dresses and find out poll-
ing locations by calling 
the Supervisor of Elec-
tions office at 352-564-
7120. Voters wishing to 
find their polling location 
may also go to votecitrus.
gov and use the Precinct 
Finder.

Mail, early votes 
top 2.1 million

More than 2.1 million 
Floridians have voted by 
mail or at early-voting 
sites ahead of Tuesday’s 
primary elections.

As of Monday morning, 
about 1.54 million people 
had voted by mail, while 
nearly 594,000 had cast 
ballots at early-voting 
sites, according to the 
state Division of Elec-
tions website. Those to-
tals did not include updat-
ed numbers Monday from 
Broward and Duval coun-
ties. In-person early vot-
ing ended this weekend. 
Democrats have outpaced 
Republicans in voting by 
mail, while members of 
the GOP voted more of-
ten at early-voting sites.

BOCC to offer free 
citizens academy

The Citrus County 
Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) in-
vites the public to attend 
the Citrus County Citi-
zens Academy. This free, 
13-week program is held 
one day a week on Thurs-
day from 1-5 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.

This course is designed 
to educate citizens about 
the offices that imple-
ment the policy of the 
BOCC and to give res-
idents a hands-on, be-
hind-the-scenes look at 
what, how and why the 
county’s departments 
and divisions do what 
they do.

Those who are interest-
ed in participating should 
contact Douglas Wright, 
executive assistant to 
the BOCC, at Douglas.
Wright@citrusbocc.com. 
Applications are due by 
Aug. 30. For more in-
formation, call 352-341-
6561.

Annual Lakes, 
Rivers & Coastal 
Cleanup scheduled

Keep Citrus County 
Beautiful and Save Our 
Waters Week Committee, 
in partnership with the 
Citrus County Aquatics 
Service Division, invites 
the public to participate in 
the county’s 33rd annual 
Lakes, Rivers & Coastal 
Clean-Up scheduled for 
Sept. 17 from sunrise to 
11:30 a.m.

The Friends of the 
Chassahowitzka River 
will participate. Dead-
line to register is Sept. 
1 for those who wish to 
join the group and get a 
T-shirt.

Those who wish to help 
in this cleanup, contact 
Ben with the Friends 
of the Chassahowitz-
ka directly at 727-217-
5971 or info@friendsof 
chassahowitzka.org.
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IN BRIEF Opioid-related deaths trend downward
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

One year since the Citrus 
County Opioid Task Force 
formed in July 2021, prog-
ress has been made, said 
Todd Hockert, DOH-Citrus 
Opioid Overdose Data to 
Action (OD2A) Grant Fa-
cilitator and Opioid Task 
Force facilitator at the Aug. 
18 Citrus County Opioid 
Task Force meeting.

The group, comprising 
government, health, law 
enforcement and treatment 
entities, as a response to the 
65 opioid-related overdose 
deaths in 2020.

In 2021, there were 82 opi-
oid-related overdose deaths.

So far this year, from Jan-
uary through June 2022, 
there were 15 opioid-relat-
ed overdose deaths and 17 
non-opioid-related over-
dose deaths.

Note: The task force’s 
main focus is on opioid use 
and addiction and not other 
lethal drugs.

“There were a lot of objec-
tives we came up with that 
we accomplished, Hock-
ert said, adding that, while 
overdose deaths are still 
happening, they’re trending 
downward.

The number one goal of 

the task force is to reduce 
the number of annual opi-
oid-related deaths in Citrus 
County by 20 percent the 
first year, 35 percent during 
year two and 50 percent by 
the end of year three.

“We’d really like to see no 
deaths, of course,” Hockert 
said.

Some of the task force 
action items this past year 
include:

The Florida Department 
of Health created billboards 
and posters with substance 
recovery information that 
were placed in high use and 
overdose locations in the 
community;

An increase in the use of 
naloxone (Narcan) to peo-
ple who have overdosed, 
administered by first re-
sponders and private citi-
zens who carry doses of the 
life-saving opioid overdose 
treatment with them for 
emergencies;

Deterra “safe Rx dispos-
al” bags being distributed 
throughout the county;

Hospital ER medical 
directors have been met 
with and briefed about 
the Marchman Act and a 
countywide agreement for 
use has been established;

Training and reference 
materials for medical pro-

viders have been developed 
and distributed, making it 
easier to treat or refer pa-
tients to a provider for treat-
ment of a substance use dis-
order.

Also this past year, the 
Department of Health in 
Citrus County conducted 
a focus group with women 
who had gone through their 
program for opioid-addict-
ed pregnant women, asking 
them how best to reach out 
to other addicted pregnant 
women.

“We want them to seek 
prenatal care earlier,” 

Houseboats to bring five-star service to marina

By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

A flotilla of what will be 
advertised as floating, five-
star resorts at Pete’s Pier 
started mooring at the larg-
est freshwater marina in the 
city of Crystal River.

After being towed rough-
ly 3,200 miles from Idaho 
behind a semitruck escorted 
as an oversized vehicle, the 
first of three renovated 1995 
Gibson wide-body house-
boats arrived Friday, Aug. 
19, at Pete’s Pier, where 
two cranes then hoisted the 
33,000-pound vessel into 
the water.

Husband and wife, Boe and 
Dana Braccio, the owners 

of Pete’s Pier, greeted the 
houseboat’s caravan along-
side their staff as it rolled to-
ward their marina, taking up 
both lanes of Southwest First 
Place before parking along 
the roadway to be prepped 
for unloading.

“Wow, I’m glad it made 
it,” Boe Braccio said about 
the 16-foot-wide, 59-foot-
long vessel, the top of which 
had to be disassembled for 
its journey under overpass-
es. “I’m glad it fit.”

In early November, after 
the last two Gibson house-
boats are also delivered to 
and docked at Pete’s Pier, 
the marina will become the 
first U.S. destination for 
Anglers Inn International, 
which hosts luxury fishing 
excursions at two Mexican 
lakes, and on the Amazon 

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Two large cranes hoist a 59-foot Gibson houseboat into King’s Bay Friday evening, Aug. 19. This vessel is one of three that Billy Chapman Jr.’s company will moor 
and rent in Crystal River.

Rentals expected  
to begin in early 
November

StyleCraft and Angler’s Inn International owner Billy Chapman Jr. left, and his general manager 
Travis Urbin, speak with workers Friday evening, Aug. 19, prior to this 59-foot houseboat being 
placed into King’s Bay in Crystal River. The boat, one of three similar craft, will be moored in the 
bay and house guests who book the vessels.

Child-manslaughter, fentanyl-trafficking cases on for trial
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Attorneys are ready to try 
the case of Jose Dorta III, 
the former Citrus County 

Fire Rescue 
f i r e f i g h t -
er and U.S. 
Marine ac-
cused of kill-
ing his infant 
son.

D o r t a ’ s 
lawyer, Mi-
chael Giasi, 

told Citrus County Circuit 
Court Judge Richard How-
ard at his client’s final pre-
trial hearing on Monday, 
Aug. 22, he’s prepared for 
trial on Aug. 29, but has an 
upcoming witness deposi-
tion of a medical examiner’s 

assistant.
“Besides that,” he said, 

“we’re ready to go.”
Assistant State Attorney 

Blake Shore also said he 
needs to depose a defense 
witness, a forensic patholo-
gist, before the trial, which 
the prosecutor expects to 
last at least three days.

It’s alleged Dorta, an In-
verness 35-year-old, caused 
the May 20, 2019, death of 
his 2-month-old boy, who 
first responders found un-
responsive in Dorta’s home 
after the baby’s father called 
911 himself.

Medical examiners ruled 
the infant’s death a homi-
cide after finding injuries 
of blunt force trauma to his 
head, along with fractures 
to his thigh and ribs.

Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office authorities arrest-
ed Dorta in May 2020 on 
a warrant, roughly a week 
before Dorta resigned from 
the county fire department, 
where he worked since 
2016.

Prosecutors charged Dorta 
with aggravated child man-
slaughter, and child neglect.

Shore told Howard on 
Monday he hasn’t made 
a plea offer to Dorta, who 
faces up to 35 years in 
prison if he’s convicted as 
charged, and the prosecu-
tion has yet to get one from 
the defense.

“It would have to come 
with an incarcerative sen-
tence,” the prosecutor said, 
noting Dorta doesn’t have a 
criminal record.

Inverness woman’s 
fentanyl-trafficking trial 

remains on docket

Despite the Inverness 
45-year-old’s request to 
reschedule, Brandy Lynn 

S p i t t l e -
house’s fen-
t any l - t r a f -
ficking case 
will remain 
on Howard’s 
trial dock-
et for next 
week, Aug. 
29.

Howard on Monday re-
jected a motion from Spit-
tlehouse’s lawyer, Bryan 
Caughey, to continue his 
client’s trial, which prose-
cutors expect to last a day.

Caughey told the judge that 

Spittlehouse wanted more 
time to review a recent plea 
offer from Assistant State At-
torney Patricia Diaz to serve 
her trafficking charge’s min-
imum-mandatory prison sen-
tence of 25 years.

“There’s unbelievable lia-
bility,” Caughey said. “She 
has some more questions.”

“This is a lot to take in, 
a lot to deal with,” Spittle-
house added. “There’s a lot 
in this plea agreement.”

Howard told Spittlehouse 
she has until next Monday 
to decide between a trial 
and a quarter of a century 
behind bars.

It’s alleged Citrus Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office deputies 
found 49.5 grams of fentanyl, 

DORTA III

SPITTLEHOUSE

See OPIOIDS, page A4

See COURT, page A4

See HOUSEBOATS, page A2


