
C I T R U S C O U N T Y

MARCH 15, 2023

www.chronicleonline.com

HIGH

Mostly cloudy, 
then sunny.

PAGE A4

TODAY 
& next 
morning

W E D N E S D A Y

41

68
LOW

Florida’s Best Community        Newspaper Serving Florida’s Best Community VOL. 129 ISSUE 74$1

Northeastern states battered by winter storm / A12

INDEX

Classifieds ................B5

Comics .....................C6

Crossword ................C5

Entertainment .........A10

Horoscope ................C5

Movies ....................A10

Nation/World ...........A12 

Obituaries .................A6

Opinion .....................A9

TV Listings ..............A10

Weather ....................A4

County wants info from mental health provider

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

There was plenty of con-
sensus among Citrus Coun-
ty commissioners during 
their mental health services 
workshop that there’s a 

need for a Baker Act facility 
in the community.

But there was also consen-
sus among the majority of 
them that they also wanted a 
lot more explanation about 
how their contribution to 
build the facility would be 
spent, what services the 
county is now getting, and 
what other revenues the 
county’s mental health care 
provider is getting and how.

During a three hour, Tues-
day morning workshop, 

LifeStream Behavioral Cen-
ter, which has the contract 
to provide mental health 
and drug addiction services 
to Citrus County, gave com-
missioners an update about 
the services it provides now 
and preparing to provide in 
the near future.

And what has become 
a political hot potato, 
LifeStream CEO Jon Cher-
ry and commissioners also 
talked about the county’s 
need for a Baker Act facility 

and how the $12 million fa-
cility can be funded.

More organizations in-
vested in mental health care 
need to be involved, com-
missioners agreed.

“I’m not disputing we 
need a Baker Act (facility),” 
said Commissioner Rebec-
ca Bays. “(But) everyone is 
working in silos…The left 
hand doesn’t know what the 
right hand is doing.”

“I think it’s long overdue,” 
Bays said, asking Cherry 

for comprehensive informa-
tion that explains the ser-
vices LifeStream provides 
here and the nonprofit’s rev-
enues.

Commission Chairwoman 
Ruthie Schlabach thanked 
Cherry and LifeStreams’ 
vice president Rick Han-
key, for their presentations, 
but also wanted a better 
explanation as to what ser-
vices LifeStream provides, 
where in Citrus County it 
provides it, how state mon-

ey is distributed for mental 
health,and how it gets to 
LifeStream

“It’s not clear. It’s not 
transparent,” Schlabach 
said, holding Lutheran Ser-
vices Florida Inc. IRS finan-
cial report.

“I need to know the num-
bers …Where we stand and 
what we need,” she told 
Cherry during the work-
shop at the Citrus County 

LifeStream wants 
help with Baker 
Act facility

Publix employees turn out to serve Whispering Pines

By MATTHEW BECK
Chronicle photo editor

More than 120 Publix 
employees from Citrus and 
Marion counties descend-
ed upon Whispering Pines 
Park in Inverness on Tues-
day morning to give the 
park a spring cleaning.

Throughout the week of 
March 12-18, roughly 7,500 
Publix associates will vol-
unteer at parks and other 
nonprofit organizations fo-
cusing on environmental 
sustainability during the 
Publix Serves Week, ac-
cording to the grocery store 
chain.

Todd Jones, Publix Su-
per Markets CEO, spent 
time at Whispering Pines 
Park on Tuesday morning 
to help mulch flower beds 
and clean debris in an effort 
to continue Publix mission 
of paying it forward in the 
community.

He said giving back is 
nothing new to the compa-
ny.

“George Jenkins, our 
founder, knew the impor-
tance of giving back,” he 
said. “He knew the impor-
tance of having a strong 
community to create a 
strong store and create 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Publix Super Markets CEO Todd Jones, second from right, has his photo taken by Publix associate Ben Campbell who works at the Homosassa Springs Publix 518. 
At left, Inverness Publix store 1448 associates Cheyenne Shilling, Amanda Latham and Michael Bass pause for the photo as they volunteer during the Publix Serves 
Week event at Whispering Pines Park in Inverness Tuesday morning, March 14.

Even supermarket 
CEO helped 
employees give back

U.S. says Russian warplane hits American drone over Black Sea
By KARL RITTER
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — A Rus-
sian fighter jet struck the 
propeller of a U.S. surveil-
lance drone over the Black 
Sea on Tuesday in a “brazen 
violation of internation-
al law,” causing American 
forces to bring down the un-
manned aerial vehicle, the 
U.S. said.

Moscow said the U.S. 
drone maneuvered sharp-
ly and crashed into water 
following an encounter 
with Russian fighter jets 
scrambled to intercept it 
near Crimea, but insisted its 
warplanes didn’t fire their 
weapons or hit the drone.

The incident, which added 
to Russia-U.S. tensions over 

Moscow’s war in Ukraine, 
appeared to mark the first 
time since the height of the 
Cold War that a U.S. aircraft 
was brought down after an 
encounter with a Russian 
warplane.

U.S. President Joe Biden 
was briefed on the incident 
by national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan, according to 
White House National Se-
curity spokesman John Kir-
by. He added that U.S. State 
Department officials would 
be speaking directly with 
their Russian counterparts 
and “expressing our con-
cerns over this unsafe and 
unprofessional intercept.”

State Department spokes-
man Ned Price called it a 
“brazen violation of inter-
national law.” He said the 

U.S. summoned the Russian 
ambassador to lodge a pro-
test and the U.S. ambassa-
dor to Russia, Lynne Tracy, 
has made similar represen-
tations in Moscow.

The U.S. European Com-
mand said in a statement 
that two Russian Su-27 
fighter jets “conducted an 
unsafe and unprofessional 
intercept” of a U.S. MQ-9 
drone that was operating 
within international air-
space over the Black Sea.

It said one of the Russian 
fighters “struck the propel-
ler of the MQ-9, causing 
U.S. forces to have to bring 
the MQ-9 down in interna-
tional waters.” Prior to that, 
the Su-27s dumped fuel 

Massoud Hossaini / MH

A U.S. MQ-9 drone is on display during an air show at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan on Jan. 23, 
2018. A Russian fighter jet Tuesday struck the propeller of a U.S. MQ-9 drone surveillance drone 
over the Black Sea, causing American forces to bring down the unmanned aerial vehicle in inter-
national waters, the U.S. military said, an incident that highlighted soaring U.S.-Russian tensions 
over Moscow’s war in Ukraine.
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