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Ocala/Marion County reveals new tourism brand
SPECIAL TO THE CITIZEN

The Ocala/Marion Coun-
ty Visitors and Convention 
Bureau and the Marion 
County Board of County 
Commissioners have an-
nounced the launch of a 
tourism brand evolution for 
Ocala and Marion County. 
The new look, tagline, and 
messaging for the brand 
refl ect months of research 
collected both from visitors 
and residents alike.

The fi nal tourism logo 

evolves the horsehead from 
the previous brand, now 
incorporating a cascading 
mane that represents the 
destination’s fl owing waters 
and rolling hills in addition 

to the Horse Capital of the 
World®. The new tagline 
“Florida’s Natural Wonder” 
aims to represent all that 
there is to discover in Ocala/
Marion County.

“As Ocala/Marion Coun-
ty continues to evolve, our 
brand needs to as well,” said 
Loretta Shaffer, Tourist De-
velopment Director for the 
Ocala/Marion County Visi-

tors and Convention Bureau. 
“We built this brand to tell 
our unique story and share 
with travelers our amazing 
destination through a time-
less and classic logo.

“Ultimately, our new-
ly evolved tourism logo 
represents our unique and 
authentic destination, and 
is one that we can own to 
further target current guests 
that love us, while inspiring 
new guests that have not yet 
discovered us.”

One of the goals in 

updating the brand is to 
have an identity that not 
only resonates with tourists, 
but also with those who live 
and work in the destination. 
To do this, the research ef-
forts included four com-
munity workshops, visitor 
focus groups, and multiple 
surveys across more than a 
thousand tourists and locals 
for input prior to creating 
the evolution and testing fi -
nal logo and tagline options.

Royal Oaks welcomes 
new golf pro to club

By RANDIE DURETZ
For the Citizen

The Royal Oaks Golf 
Club, located in the 

Oak Run community, has 
welcomed its new golf pro, 
Craig Misch, to its team.

Craig said he loves the 
community and, with a 
smile, mentioned he’s 
happy and proud to be the 
new golf pro at the club. 
Royal Oaks Golf Club has 
beautiful grounds, and it’s 
a good, friendly commu-
nity with beautiful people, 
Misch said.

Craig was born in Akron, 
Ohio, and has traveled 
throughout the U.S. He 
moved back to Florida 11 
years ago, and he said he’s 
happy he did.

With a big smile, Craig 
said his passion for golf 
stems from remembering 
how it was a fun family 
thing to do together – he 
was brought up with it, and 
his dad loved it.

Golf clubs come in every 
shape and size, including 
for kids – you can even 
start off at the putt putt 
course. It’s said that the 
family that plays golf 
together can bond in the 
process.

Craig calls golf his happy 
place; it makes him feel 
good when he’s involved 
with golfi ng.

Among his personal high-
lights and achievements in 
the sport, Craig has played 
in several mini tours. He’s 
been featured on the show, 
“54 Holes to Sunday,” on 

the Golf Channel.
He’s also played in Char-

ity 24 marathon tourna-
ments.

When Craig’s not in-
volved with golf, he enjoys 
relaxing with a fi shing rod, 
trying to catch a fi sh.
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Craig Misch’s passion for golf 
comes from his family, and 
he enjoys helping others and 
making new friends through 
the sport.

NEWS BRIEFS

Bargains Galore 
luncheon

Ocala Christian Women’s 
Connection is hosting a 
“Bargains Galore luncheon 
on Aug. 23, 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., at the Country 
Club of Ocala. Admission is 
$26. The Club is located at 
6823 SE 12th Circle, Ocala.

The feature is “Wear Your 
Bargains.” Music is by Ben 
Simmons. The speaker is 
Judy Clark of Winter Gar-
den, presenting, “How She 
Changed Her Directionally 
Challenged Life.”

Prepaid reservations are 
required by Monday, Aug. 
15. Please send payments 
to: OCWC PO Box 773102, 
Ocala, FL 34477; or call 
Barb at 612-810-0022 or 
Bonnie at 407-314-8313 
for credit card payment ($1 
handling fee added).

5th Ocala Recovery 
Fest at Tuscawilla

Marion County Children’s 
Alliance is hosting the 5th 
Annual Ocala Recovery 
Fest on Saturday, Sept. 10, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Alliance invites you 
to “celebrate recovery, re-
member those we lost, and 
take prevention action. Join 
us at Tuscawilla Park in cel-
ebrating those who are on 
their journey and remember 
those who have been lost to 
addiction.”

Live music will be from 

Mike Smithson. A free 
t-shirt and lunch are includ-
ed.

There will be a Memory 
Wall to honor loved ones 
lost, and guest speakers 
from the community will 
share their experiences.

Pony rides, face painting, 
vendors, a selfi e booth, a 
balloon artist in the Kids 
Zone are all part of the fam-
ily friendly, free event for 
the entire community.

This year’s event is dedi-
cated to the late Ocala Po-
lice Chief, Greg Graham.

Tuscawilla is located at 
829 NE Sanchez Ave.

Marion Genealogy 
Society meeting

The next Marion County 
Genealogy Society General 
Meeting will be at the Mar-
ion County Public Library 
(2720 East Silver Springs 
Blvd, Ocala) Thursday, 
Sept. 13, 2-4 p.m. The guest 
speaker is Tamara Hallo, 
and her presentation will be, 
“Follow The Money.”

Please visit our website 
to register for this event 
at www.mcgsocala.org. 
Pre-registration allows you 
to print The handouts to 
bring with you for note-tak-
ing.

If you have any questions, 
please contact president@
mcgsocala.org or 352-897-
0840.

Popular country pop 
musical coming to 
Ocala Civic Theatre
SPECIAL TO THE CITIZEN

Hands on! The musical 
“Hands on a Hardbody” 
is live on stage September 
1-18 at Ocala Civic The-
atre to kick off the 2022-
2023 season.

“Hands on a Hardbody” 
is a musical based on S.R. 
Bindler’s 1997 documen-
tary fi lm of the same ti-
tle. The book is by Doug 
Wright, with music by 
Trey Anastasio, from the 
band Phish, and music and 
lyrics by Amanda Green.

Everything’s bigger in 
Texas… including the 
prizes. And the Floyd 

King Nissan dealership in 
Longview is sponsoring 
a contest to win a free, 
brand-new pickup truck!

The rules are simple: All 
you have to do is keep at 
least one hand on the truck 
for the duration of the con-
test. You may not lean, 
squat, or rest your legs. 
You must wear the cotton 
gloves provided. Breaks 
are 15 minutes once every 
six hours. The contest ends 
when one champion is left 
standing. And ten Texans 
are in it to win it.

All ten contestants are 
down on their luck but up 
for a challenge. There’s 

previous champion Benny 
Perkins (Joel Brahim), de-
termined to do whatever it 
takes to win again – even if 
he makes enemies. Norma 
Valverde (Jessica Monge-
rio) is sustained by a joyful 
belief that the Lord wants 
her to win this contest for 
her family. Restaurant 
hostess Heather Stovall 
(Megan Wager) is tired 
of riding her bike to work 
and is looking for an in-
side track to victory. Jesús 
Peña (Christian Gonzales) 
wants to win the truck so 
he can sell it to put himself 
through veterinary school.

Greg Wilhote (Daniel 

Boodoo) is embarrassed by 
driving his mom’s car. Kel-
li Mangrum (Madeleine 
Meadows) wants to get 
away from her job at UPS 
and drive off into the wide 
open spaces. Former Ma-
rine Chris Alvaro (Shan-
non DeVaughn) just wants 
to keep his sunglasses on 
and his feelings hidden. 
Ronald McCowan (Dar-
yl Champine) is confi dent 
that he can win this thing 
– he’s only got one or two 
or a dozen problems right 
there that might get in his 
way.

By JANIS HOLTE-PAVLATOS
For the Citizen

There are 175 homes in 
Oak Run’s neighborhood 
of Laurel Oaks. Laurel 
Oaks neighborhood has 
up-beat, friendly residents 
who are active and involved 
with the activities that are 
planned by the two co-pres-
idents, Gary and Lane.

Events for the neighbor-
hood and their guests in-
clude monthly trivia, game 
nights, holiday gatherings, 
dinner at various restau-
rants (with resident hosts) 
and special parties such as 
saying “goodbye” to the 
snow-birds in the spring 
and welcoming them back 
when they return in the fall.

Gary Johnson has been a 
co-president for one year 
and counting.

Gary and his lovely wife, 
Diana, are featured in this 
article because their 58th 
anniversary was Aug. 15. 
Gary and Diana were high 
school sweethearts who 

met at a dance in 11th 
grade, became more seri-
ous in their senior year and 
married in 1964.

They said, “We fell in 
love when we were both 
kids.”

Gary served in the Air 
Force, which separated 

them in distance for a while 
but did not deter their love 
and commitment to each 
other. Diana joined Gary 
where he was stationed as 
soon as possible during that 
time.

Gary and Diana were 
married for 10 years when 
they had their daughter 
Brandy, who now lives 
in Sarasota with her hus-
band Shawn and their son 
Grayson (Gary and Diana’s 
grandson).

After retirement 21 
years ago, Gary and Diana 
moved to Oak Run. They 
live in the same warm and 
cozy house they fell in love 
with back then.

Janis Holte-Pavlatos / For the Citizen

Gary and Diana Johnson with their dog, Bernie. Gary is co-president of the Laurel Oaks neighborhood in Oak Run. He and Diana 
have been married 58 years.

Laurel Oaks couple celebrate 58 years of marriage

‘OPPOSITES ATTRACT’

SHE SAID
“We compliment each 

other – we are good 

friends; we like to 

travel. 

“And neither of us 

are quitters.”

DIANA JOHNSON

HE SAID
“I fell in love with her 

when she was 

basically a kid. We 

are complete 

opposites, but 

opposites attract.”

GARY JOHNSON
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