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Attacks Reverberate: 21st anniversary of 9/11 / A8

Homosassa 
woman killed, four 
seriously injured 
in wreck along 
Dunnellon road

A single-vehicle wreck 
in the evening hours Sat-
urday, Sept. 10, killed one 
27-year-old Citrus Coun-
ty woman and seriously 
injured three others in 
Marion County, accord-
ing to a Florida Highway 
Patrol crash report.

The 27-year-old wom-
an from Homosassa was 
traveling southbound at 
8:30 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
10, on Southwest 180th 
Avenue in a sedan. The 
report stated the woman 
continued traveling south-
bound at the intersection 
of County Road 484 onto 
the private driveway of 
Cannon Farms.

The front of sedan 
struck the driveway gate, 
several fence posts and 
several trees before com-
ing to final rest on the 
lime rock driveway of 
Cannon Farms, according 
to the report.

The 27-year-old was 
pronounced dead on 
scene at 8:47 p.m. by 
Marion County Fire Res-
cue (MCFR).

The four other occu-
pants – an 18-year-old 
female, a 19-year-old fe-
male and a 25-year-old 
female, all from Dunnel-
lon, and a 22-year-old 
from Beverly Hills – were 
transported to HCA Oca-
la with serious injuries.

None of the occupants 
were wearing their seat-
belts, the FHP report stat-
ed.

Register to vote 
for the General 
Election

The Nov. 8 General 
Election is quickly ap-
proaching. If you are 
not already registered to 
vote and would like to 
register, there are sever-
al ways to do so.

Register online by go-
ing to the Supervisor of 
Elections website, vo-
tecitrus.gov, click the 
register to vote button 
and complete the Online 
Voter Registration Ap-
plication. If you prefer 
to complete a paper vot-
er registration applica-
tion, they are available 
in English and Spanish 
on the website to print, 
from the Supervisor of 
Elections office, any 
Citrus County library 
or government build-
ing. Also, the office will 
mail a voter registration 
application to you upon 
request.

Tuesday, Oct. 11 is the 
last day to register to 
vote or change your par-
ty affiliation for the 2022 
General Election.

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office is located at 
1500 N. Meadowcrest 
Blvd, Crystal River.

Chronicle seeking 
breast cancer 
survivors

October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month 
and Tuesday, Oct. 4 is 
the annual Chronicle 
Pink Paper Day. We are 
looking for a breast can-
cer survivor who would 
be willing to tell her (or 
even his) story and be 
photographed by our 
photographer for a pro-
file story for this special 
annual edition.

If interested, email Bri-
an LaPeter at blapeter@ 
chron ic leon l ine .com 
or Jeff Bryan at jeff. 
bryan@chronicleonline.
com by Monday, Sept. 
19.
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IN BRIEF Park hours, garage sales on CR agenda
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Crystal River City Coun-
cil will be introduced at 
its upcoming meeting to a 
few ordinances proposing 
to modify Hunter Springs 
Park’s hours, do away with 
permitted garage sales, and 
regulate the anchoring of 
particular commercial ves-
sels in King’s Bay.

Council members call to 
order at 5:30 p.m. Monday, 

Sept. 12, at City Hall, 123 
NW U.S. 19, Crystal River. 
For more information about 
the city council, and how to 
watch live meetings online, 
visit crystalriverfl.org/meet-
ings.

City staff to present 
council with ordinance 

to modify Hunter 
Springs Park hours

After being urged by the 
public to change the restric-

tive hours for Crystal Riv-
er’s Hunter Springs Park, 
council will be introduced 
Monday to a proposed or-
dinance seeking to do just 
that.

If approved later by coun-
cil at an Oct. 10 public hear-
ing, the ordinance would set 
the park’s operating hours 
as:

From 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. be-
tween either April 1 or the 
start of Daylight Savings 
Time and Labor Day, Sept. 

5; from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
between Labor Day and 
Oct. 31; and from 8 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. between either 
Nov. 1 or the last day of 
Daylight Savings Time and 
March 31.

Council’s vote in October 
will more or less be a for-
mality as the city already 
put those hours into effect 
after Labor Day.

At first, sunup and sun-
down dictated the hours for 
Hunter Springs Park.

Council passed an or-
dinance in July enacting 
several rules for the city’s 
waterfront park, including 
new park hours: from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. April 1 through 
Aug. 31, and from 8 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. Sept. 1 through 
March 31.

Afterward, a handful city 
residents and park visitors 
implored council members 
at their Aug. 24 meeting to 

KCCB Keeping Citrus County beautiful since 2001
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Editor’s note: Every community 
depends on the resources and sup-
port that nonprofit agencies provide 
people, whether physical, material 
or emotional.

The Chronicle’s ongoing series, 
Nonprofit Spotlight, profiles the 
nonprofit agencies in Citrus County 
that exist to help make life better for 
us all.

To have your nonprofit organi-
zation considered for a spotlight, 
here’s the link to an online form you 
can fill out: https://www.chronicle 
o n l i n e . c o m / s i t e / f o r m s / 
nonprofit_spotlight

•••
The sight of a sunset from Fort Is-

land Beach, wildflowers lining the 

roadways in spring, fishing from a 
pier, kids swimming in the springs, 
taking a quiet kayak ride down the 
Chassahowitzka River, spotting a 
dolphin or a manatee while boating 
on the Homosassa River.

For native county residents and 
transplants alike, these are just a 
few of the things people love about 
Citrus County, the “Nature Coast.”

However, it’s one thing to live in a 
naturally beautiful place; it’s anoth-
er thing to keep it beautiful.

That’s why in 2001 a group of 
local citizens started the nonprofit 
organization, Keep Citrus County 
Beautiful (KCCB); they incorporat-
ed in 2002.

KCCB is also an affiliate of Keep 
America Beautiful and Keep Flori-
da Beautiful.

As it says on the group’s Face-

book page: “Keep Citrus County 
Beautiful. It’s that simple.”

“The alternative is doing noth-
ing, and that’s not an option,” 
said KCCB board president Lace 
Blue-McLean.

Their mission is to encourage per-
sonal responsibility for community 
appearance through education, ac-
tivities and recognitions.

Their focus is on reducing litter, 
promoting recycling, preserving 
and beautifying neighborhoods and 
public spaces.

KCCB areas of focus

Anti-littering
In conjunction with the coun-

ty’s Adopt-A-Highway program, 
KCCB works with about 30 or so 
groups that have adopted a section 

of highway to keep as litter-free as 
possible.

Once a year, KCCB volunteers 
drive around the county and, using 
a scorecard, evaluate the condi-
tions of the highways as far as litter 
is concerned to report back to the 
county.

“We also have ‘Drive it Home,’ 
a state program that gives litter 
bags to high schoolers who are 
just learning to drive to put in their 
cars,” McLean said.

Recycling
When it comes to recycling, 

KCCB is the “voice for the land-
fill,” getting out their message for 
recycling, McLean said.

Every year in November, National 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

The headwaters of the Homosassa River feeds a scenic yet popular water destination. Local clean-up efforts spearheaded by Keep Citrus County Beautiful help keep 
area waterways clean by removing tons of garbage annually.

NONPROFIT SPOTLIGHT

Several school district 
positions up for pay increase
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

Rather than the usual Tuesday 
meeting, the next regular meeting 
of the Citrus County School Board 
will be on Monday, Sept. 12, be-
ginning at 4 p.m. and is slated to 
include the adoption of the final 
budget and millage rates for the dis-
trict, as well as pay raises for sever-
al positions and district personnel.

Effective Sept. 18 pending ap-
proval, substitute teacher pay will 
see an increase of $30-$40 for daily 
rates and long-term, depending on 
level of certification.

Also, all non-union support per-
sonnel and classified and profes-
sional-technical support will be 
moved to $15 per hour minimum 
and will be retroactive to July 1, 

Short-term substitute pay rates
Short term substitutes Daily rate
Non-degreed or associate’s $120
Bachelor’s or higher $135
State certified $140

Long-term substitute pay rates
Long term substitutes Non-certified Certified
Bachelor’s $165 $170
Master’s or higher $175 $180

Biden honors 9/11 victims
By COLLEEN LONG  
and AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden marked the 21st anni-
versary of the Sept. 11 attacks, tak-
ing part in a somber wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Pentagon held un-
der a steady rain and paying trib-
ute to “extraordinary Americans” 
who gave their lives on one of the 
nation’s darkest days.

Sunday’s ceremony occurred a 
little more than a year after Biden 
ended the long and costly war in 
Afghanistan that the U.S. and al-
lies launched in response to the 
terror attacks.

Biden noted that even after the 
United States left Afghanistan that 
his administration continues to 
pursue those responsible for the 
9/11 attacks. Last month, Biden 
announced the U.S. had killed 
Ayman al-Zawahri, the al-Qaida 
leader who helped plot the Sept. 
11 attacks, in a clandestine oper-
ation.

“We will never forget, we will 
never give up,” Biden said. “Our 
commitment to preventing another 

attack on the United States is with-
out end.”

The president was joined by 
family members of the fallen, first 
responders who had been at the 
Pentagon on the day of the attack, 
as well as Defense Department 
leadership for the annual moment 
of tribute carried out in New York 
City, the Pentagon and Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania.

In ending the Afghanistan war, 
the Democratic president followed 
through on a campaign pledge to 
bring home U.S. troops from the 
country’s longest conflict. But 
the war concluded chaotically 
in August 2021, when the U.S.-
backed Afghan government col-
lapsed, a grisly bombing killed 
170 Afghans and 13 U.S. troops 
at Kabul’s airport, and thousands 
of desperate Afghans gathered in 
hopes of escape before the final 
U.S. cargo planes departed over 
the Hindu Kush.

Biden marked the one-year an-
niversary of the U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan late last month 
in low-key fashion. He issued a 

See BIDEN, page A2

See PAY, page A4

See KCCB, page A4

See COUNCIL, page A4


