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Reflections on dads for Father’s Day
By JANIS HOLTE-PAVLATOS

The fi rst celebration of Father’s Day 
was June 19, 1910, in Spokane, Wash-

ington. Sonora Smart Dodd had the idea to 
honor her father, William Jackson Smart. 
Smart was twice married and twice wid-
owed, a Civil War veteran who fathered 
14 children. In 1966, President Lyndon 
Johnson approved the third Sunday in June 
to be Father’s Day.

In time for Father’s Day this Sunday, 
Marion Citizen photographer contributor 
Janis Holte-Pavlatos asked some local 
residents what fatherhood means to them, 
whether it’s from being a father or from 
memories of their own father.

John Johnson
Being a father was easy; 

becoming a Dad had a few 
bumps in the road. With 
two boys, I had a lot to 
learn. Without a “How to be 
a Dad” book to reference, 
there was a whole lot of 
trial and error going on.

Eventually, I had a few goals: be fair, 
raise them to be independent, college 
education, and, at a certain point, graduate 
from being a Dad to becoming their friend. 
I tried to not over coach.

Today, I call them, and they call me, and 
both love coming to Florida to just “hang 
with pops.” How lucky am I? I’m very 
blessed to have them and their families in 
my life.

Gary Johnson
My dad and I weren’t close growing up, 

but much later in life we bonded. He was 
very outgoing and wherev-
er we went, in a matter of 
minutes, he knew every-
one and had a great time, 
even with total strangers. 
It seemed everyone liked 
him, and he got along with 
everyone.

Thinking back over the 
years, and now that he is 
gone, I’ve come to realize 

how much I miss him. No baseball games 
to go, no asking for help with a project, or 

watching him have a good time and won-
dering how he does it. He was so upbeat 
and enjoyed life to the fullest.

Now, on this one day of the year where 
we celebrate dads, it always comes home 
how much I miss him and think of him 
and the things we enjoyed doing together.

Maggie Koller
Happy Father’s Day, Dad, in Heaven.
My dad was a pretty good guy. My mom 

died of cancer when my 
sister, 8, and I, 11, were 
very young. My older 
brother was already out of 
the house as was my older 
sister, so it became the 
three of us.

My dad was assistant 
manager of a clothing store 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and his meager income 

was suffi cient to feed, house and clothe 
us but not to hire a full-time caregiver for 
two young girls. So, daddy did his best. 
He worked six days a week, came home, 
cooked dinner, made sure we did our 

homework and got us ready for bed. He 
was always there for us and never com-
plained. He did this for three years, then 
met a woman, married and had two more 
daughters.

My dad was a fairly spoiled child and 
young man. He was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and had a car when he was 
16, which was in 1928! Not many “kids” 
had that!

He had no mechanical ability, but he had 
other talents! He loved thoroughbred horse 
racing and cooking, and he had a mathe-
matical mind, which I did not inherit! He 
collected stamps from all over the world 
and from many years back – it was quite 
extensive. He never met a stranger, which 
I did inherit that, haha!

My dad lived to be 84 and saw my baby 
sister graduate from high school, and the 
other one was still in college when he 
passed.

He was a good dad, despite all the obsta-
cles he overcame. I know he knows how 
much I love him.
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Soap by Cyndee Titelius, of Ocala, which can be found at the 
Brownwood Paddock Square Art & Craft Festival in July.

Brownwood Paddock 
Square Art & Craft 
Festival returns to 
The Villages in July
By ELIZABETH DASHIELL
Special to the Citizen

Back by popular demand, 
American Craft Endeavors 
(ACE) once more extends 
its season into summer, 
bringing nearly 100 local 
and regional fi ne craft arti-
sans to The Villages during 
the Brownwood Paddock 
Square Art & Craft Fes-
tival on July 2 and July 3. 
The free, outdoor festival 
fi lls Brownwood Paddock 
Square, 2705 W. Torch 
Lake Drive, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. both days.

Whether looking for 
folk art, pottery, jewelry, 
paintings, personalized 
gifts, handmade clothing, 
scented soaps and body 
products or other special-
ty green market items, the 
annual art and craft festival 
has something to suit every 
taste and every budget.

Admission to the two day 
event is always free, and 
friendly pets on leashes are 
welcome.

There will be a vast array 
of craft mediums from folk 

art, pottery, handmade jew-
elry and paintings, to per-
sonalized gifts, handmade 
clothing, scented soaps and 
body products. Prices set 
to suit all budgets, rang-
ing from as little as $5 to 
$2,000.

For additional informa-
tion on the Art & Craft 
Festival and other Ameri-
can Craft Endeavors craft 
shows across the state, vis-
it www.artfestival.com or 
call 561-746-6615.

Plants from the Green Market 
in Fort Lauderdale will be at 
the upcoming arts and crafts 
festival in The Villages.

Local church 
holding 
information 
meeting on 
support for 
Ukraine
By DAVID WESENBERG
For the Citizen

The attack on Ukraine in 
February has caused griev-
ous injuries, displace-
ment and death among the 
Ukrainian people. Many 
would like to help them 
but don’t know how. To 
provide information on 
how to help the people of 
Ukraine, Our Redeem-
er Lutheran Church has 
scheduled a meeting on 
June 22 at 6:30 p.m. in its 
Fellowship Hall located at 
5200 SW College Road 

(SR 200), 
Ocala. The 
g e n e r a l 
public is in-
vited.

T h r e e 
s p e a k e r s 
will present 
information 
and pro-
vide a con-
tact point 
for those 
who want 
to help. 
They are: 
E v g e n i y a 
Y a t s e n -

ko, speaking on how 
her Ukrainian village is 
helping refugees and dis-
placed persons; Mark 
Nelson, who will describe 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Bluegrass band at 
Dunnellon Depot

The next Whistle Stop 
Café event in Dunnellon is 
set for Friday, June 24.

Taking to the stage in 
June is the Florida-based 
band, Remedy Tree. The 
four-piece band, and some-
time fi ve-member band, 
has played together since 
2015.

Gabriel Acevedo is the 
leader of the band. He 
is also the 2018 Florida 
State Fiddle Champion 
and a singer/songwriter. 
He promises an evening of 
music blending bluegrass, 
folk and old-time music 
with new infl uences to 
bring an American experi-
ence to listeners.

Music starts at 7 p.m. and 
continues until 9. There is a 
$5 cover to help defray the 
cost of the band.

Volunteers with the Dun-
nellon Historical Society 
open the doors at 5 p.m. for 

their Whistle Stop Café. 
Fried Green tomatoes, 
Cubans, hobo stew, veg-
gie wraps, gourmet grilled 
cheese and desserts are on 
the menu. Food is served 
from 5 to 8 p.m.

The Whistle Stop Café is 
inside the Dunnellon train 
depot, located at 12061 S 
Williams St.

Chess club returns 
to Freedom Library

Prior to the pandemic 
in 2020, there was once a 
monthly meeting of resi-
dents at the Freedom Li-
brary to play that interest-
ing and very challenging 
game of chess. We played 
on Saturday mornings from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Once 
the pandemic hit, it closed 
down like everything else.

Well now, with activi-
ties opening up again, we 
are happy to announce so 

ON THE LOOKOUT

A hawk surveys the 
landscape atop a local 
roof on June 9.
Photos by Janis Holte-Pavlatos

Memorial Day at 
Marion Landing

Each Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day, a family 

donates a 
fl ag to be 
fl own at 
the Marion 
Landing 
Lifestyle 
Center in 
memory of 
a veteran. 
That fl ag is 
fl own until 
Veterans 
Day or Me-
morial Day 

and is then presented to 
the family as a keepsake.

This Memorial Day, 
Arthur and Carolyn Sal-
zlein received the fl ag that 
they donated last year, on 
Veterans Day, in memory 
of Arthur’s father, Arthur 
Salzlein, who served in 
World War I, and broth-
er Joseph Salzlein, who 
served in Korea.

A new fl ag, donated by 
Bruce Carroll in mem-
ory of his father, James 
Carroll, who served in the 
Army during the early 
1950s, has been raised 
to fl y over the Lifestyle 
Center.

Bruce Carroll hands a new flag to Ron Chrisner as Marion 
Landing residents look on.

Naomi
Minner
Life in Marion 
Landing

Photos by Naomi Minner / For the Citizen

ABOVE: The Marion Landing Color Guard at a Memorial Day 
ceremony. BELOW: Arthur and Carolyn Salzlein, left, receive the 
flag from Ron Chrisner, right.
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