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Swimming: Local teams ready to dive into new season / B1

Clerk of Courts 
Meadowcrest 
accepting new 
court cases

The Clerk of Courts 
customer service location 
at the West Citrus Gov-
ernment Center in Mead-
owcrest is expanding to 
accept new court cases.

Effective immediate-
ly, individuals fi ling new 
court cases will be able 
to submit paperwork to 
open a court case without 
having to make a trip to 
the courthouse in Inver-
ness.

Restraining orders and 
domestic violence paper-
work is still required by 
law to be fi led at the Cit-
rus County Courthouse.

The Clerk of the Courts 
serves the more than 
150,000 citizens of Cit-
rus County and supports 
the operations of the fi fth 
judicial circuit and coun-
ty courts, in addition to 
providing professional 
services to the public, the 
judiciary, the legal com-
munity and the Citrus 
County Board of County 
Commissioners.

Supervisor of 
Elections at Lakes 
Region Library

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions offi ce is holding 
an outreach event at the 
Lakes Region Library on 
Sept. 1 from 9-11 a.m. at 
1511 Druid Road, Inver-
ness.

This is a great way to 
get registered for the Nov. 
8 General Election, make 
changes to voter records, 
update signatures or re-
quest a vote-by-mail bal-
lot. Information to apply 
for election worker posi-
tions will also be avail-
able.

For more information, 
visit the website vote
citrus.gov or contact the 
offi ce 352-564-7120.

Library hosting 
disaster 
preparedness 
class

In the immortal words 
of a crustacean from a 
beloved children’s classic 
about a mermaid: “The 
human world is a mess.” 
When it comes to weather 
and other disasters, it can 
sometimes feel like Flor-
ida’s messier than most.

Hurricanes? Check. 
Fires? Double check. 
Flooding? Check, check, 
check.

On Sept. 6 at 10 a.m., 
come to the Coastal Re-
gion Library in Crys-
tal River for a program 
to prepare for whatev-
er Florida might bring 
throughout the year.

“It’s A Disaster! What 
Do You Do?!?” will be 
presented by the Sci-
ence Education Training 
and Support Foundation 
(SETS) using their 40 
years of disaster training 
to make sure the public 
knows what to do when 
life goes sideways.

The program will cover 
topics such as different 
kinds of weather warnings, 
how to make an evacua-
tion plan for different time 
frames, and everything to 
put into an emergency gr-
ab-and-go bag.

This program is for all 
ages and registration is 
required. Library pro-
grams are free and avail-
able to everyone.

For additional informa-
tion, call a local branch, 
follow @CitrusLibraries 
on Facebook or Insta-
gram, or view the on-
line calendar at attend.
citruslibraries.org/events.
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IN BRIEF

County home sales cool off in July

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Higher interest rates and 
infl ation have cooled off the 
hot real estate market in Cit-
rus County. 

Kerry Rosselet, president 
of the Realtors Associa-
tion of Citrus County, said 
homebuyer demand has 
fallen by 14 percent locally.

“This is due in part to the 
increase in mortgage rates 
as well as the consumer 
price infl ation reducing real 
income and the declining 

stock market 
and econom-
ic uncertain-
ty,” Rosselet 
said.

Her com-
ments come 
after Flori-
da Realtors 

released its July market re-
port.

The Florida Realtors re-
port said home inventory is 
up 78 percent, which means 
buyers have a greater selec-
tion.

The median sale price of a 
home was $289,000 in July, 
up from $242,500 a year 
ago.

The median sale price of a 

home was $289,000 in July, 
up from $242,500 a year ago.

Cash sales comprised 
39.6 percent in July 2022 
compared to 35 percent in 
July 2021 with a 1.9-month 
supply of inventory now as 
compared to 1 month for 
July 2021.

“While home sales have 
cooled, we are in a good 
place,” Rosselet said. “Flor-
ida is still the hot place to be 
right now, no pun intended.”

Rosselet said the county’s 
population and job growth 
continue to increase as mil-
lennials are reaching prime 
home-buying age.

“Florida is creating a lot 
of jobs,” she said. “Rent 

growth has slowed some-
what but is still very high, 
forcing those that can afford 
to buy to get off the fence.”

Meanwhile, the state’s 
housing market reported 
higher median prices in 
July, a rise in new listings 
of existing single-family 
homes and continued signs 
of easing supply constraints 
compared to a year ago, ac-
cording to Florida Realtors.

However, as it has in Cit-
rus County, the infl ation 
and higher mortgage inter-
est rates continue to impact 
sales, the trade organization 
said.

If not for those two fac-
tors, “buyer demand would 

be booming 
in Florida 
right now,” 
Florida Re-
altors Chief 
Economis t 
Brad O’Con-
nor said. 

“It’s almost 
not fair to compare 2022 
sales numbers to those from 
a year ago because 2021 
was such a uniquely good 
year for the housing market, 
with the 30-year mortgage 
rate hovering near 3 percent 
the entire year,” he said.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.

Demand falls 14 
percent locally

ROSSELET O’CONNOR

Project puts a roof over veterans

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

On Tuesday morning, 
Aug. 30, as Janice Cochran 
got ready for the day, she 
heard a commotion over-
head.

However, this time it 
wasn’t raccoons making 
noise, gnawing holes in her 
roof.

This time it was a crew 
from Batterbee Roofi ng, 
the Oxford, Florida-based 
roofi ng company chosen by 
Owens Corning, to replace 
Cochran’s roof as part of the 

Owens Corning National 
Roof Deployment Project.

The project, launched by 
Owens Corning in 2016, is 
designed to show gratitude 

to America’s veterans by 
providing deserving veter-
ans or their survivors with a 
free, new roof.

Owens Corning donates 

the roofi ng material and a 
partnering Platinum Pre-
ferred (roofi ng) Contractor 
donates the labor.

Since 2016, the National 
Roof Deployment Project 
has replaced more than 350 
roofs nationwide, said Tra-
vis Foster, Owens Corning 
senior area sales manager 
who was on-site at Co-
chran’s house Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Cochran was 
inside her house, tearing 
up as she talked with the 
Chronicle about the gift of 
a new roof she was being 
given.

“It’s hard to talk about,” 
she said. “We’ve never had 
anybody do anything like 
this for us before... ... The 
roof just got old, and it was 
too much,” she said.

Jeff Bryan / Chronicle staff

Fredi Merida, left, and Lusvin Herrera with Batterbee Roofing replace sections of plywood on the roof of the house belonging to 
Janice Cochran.

Widow of veteran 
gets new roof 
thanks to Roof 
Deployment Project

Jeff Bryan / Chronicle staff

Janice Cochran, wife of late U.S. Air Force veteran Walton 
Cochran, speaks with representatives of Owens Corning Roof 
Deployment Project, which partners with Batterbee Roofing Inc.

Charitable 
Foundation 
could see 
leeway in 
grant 
giveaways
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Trust has never been a 
cornerstone between the 
Citrus County Hospital 
Board and the organiza-
tion it formed eight years 
ago, the Citrus County 
Community Charitable 
Foundation. But that, and 
how the charitable foun-
dation dispenses its mon-
ey to help fund local char-
ities, could soon change.

The hospital board, 
which owns HCA Flor-
ida Citrus Hospital in 
Inverness and leases it 
to Hospital Corporation 
of America, takes lease 
money and funds local 
charities and gives some 
to the charitable founda-
tion to fund other local 
charity health care groups 
and initiatives.

But in the past eight 
years since the hospital 
board created the chari-
table foundation – head-
ed by 11 appointed and 
elected board members 
– the hospital board, by 
its own accounts, has kept 
the charitable foundation 
on a short leash as to how 
much money it can give 
away and to whom.

But representatives from 
both boards this week 
met and discussed how 
to loosen some of the 

charitable 
board’s re-
straints. 

H o s p i -
tal Board 
Chairman 
Dr. Mark 
F a l l o w s 
told char-
ity foun-
d a t i o n 
members, 
f o r m e r 
judge Pa-
t r i c i a 
T h o m a s 
and Ernes-
to Rubio, 
head of 

the local department of 
health, that much of the 
hospital’s fi nancial deci-
sions were rooted in how 
badly the previous hos-
pital operators ran what 
was then Citrus Memorial 
Hospital.

The hospital board 
gives the charitable board 
money and the charitable 
board invests it and then 
takes 80 percent of those 
earnings and distributes 
that to local charities.

What’s become the 

FALLOWS
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Goodbye Golden Corral, hello Grill House
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

A new family sit-down 
restaurant is coming to In-
verness and it will be locat-
ed inside an old favorite.

The Grill House will ten-
tatively open this fall and 
will feature steaks, fi sh, 
fried chicken, wings, pizza 
and burgers, along with mac 
& cheese and other sides. 
There will be a salad bar as 
well. No alcohol.

The Grill House will be 
housed inside the old Gold-
en Corral at 2605 State Road 
44. Owners David and April 
Jedziniak said Grill House is 
a division of the well-known 
buffet chain. The dad-and-

sister duo has been with 
Golden Corral since the late 
1970s and wanted to start a 
new concept. 

“It’s going to be a whole 

new look,” April Jedziniak 
said.

Diners will notice fi replac-
es, darker-colored ceilings, 
new carpet and there will be 

more space between tables. 
Wait staff will bring entrees 
to diners’ tables.

Submitted photo

A rendering of the soon-to-open Grill House in Inverness.
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