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Flag football: Panthers win district title in overtime / B1

Landfill disposal 
program drop-off 
day scheduled

Citrus County Landfill’s 
Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Disposal 
Program offers an addi-
tional drop-off day each 
quarter. The next quarter-
ly HHW drop-off day will 
be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 30, at 
the Citrus County Land-
fill, 230 W. Gulf to Lake 
Highway, Lecanto.

As a reminder, resi-
dents who can use the 
regular HHW program on 
Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday of each week are 
encouraged to do so. This 
Saturday collection is no 
different from the weekly 
program, but is meant to 
facilitate residents who 
work or are otherwise un-
able to participate during 
the week. Wait times will 
be longer on a Saturday 
HHW drop-off day.

Assessed households 
may bring up to 10 gal-
lons, or 60 pounds, of 
household hazardous 
waste for proper disposal 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays or on quarter-
ly Saturday drop-off days 
for no additional charge.

For more informa-
tion, call 352-527-7670 
or visit citrusbocc.com/ 
depar tmen t s /pub l i c_
w o r k s / s o l i d _ w a s t e _ 
management.

Health & Safety 
Fair on April 30

The Department of 
Health in Citrus Coun-
ty (DOH-Citrus) and the 
City of Inverness will host 
a Child Health & Safe-
ty Fair on April 30 from 
9 a.m. to noon at Depot 
Pavilion at Liberty Park, 
286 N. Apopka Ave. in In-
verness. The event is free 
and open to the public.

The event, geared toward 
families with children ages 
5-11, will feature exhibits 
and activities including: 
kids yoga, cyber security, 
pool/water safety, bicycle 
helmet fittings, safe sleep, 
fire safety, vision screen-
ings, nutrition education, 
information on low/no-
cost car seats and more.

For more information 
about DOH-Citrus, go to 
CitrusCountyHealth.org 
or follow them on Twitter 
at @FLHealthCitrus.

Memorial to 
host COVID 
Remembrance

On April 30 at 4 p.m., 
Yellow Heart Memorial 
will host a COVID Re-
membrance at the Crystal 
River Mall, 1801 U.S. 19, 
Crystal River. The event 
will commemorate the 
more than 1 million lives 
lost to COVID-19.

Names of the commu-
nity’s lost loved ones will 
be read and a 10th chair 
will be dedicated to the 
memorial representing 
100,000 more lives.

Yellow Heart Memorial 
is a nonprofit organiza-
tion created and curated 
by COVID survivor advo-
cate Rosie Davis of Texas 
as a tribute to her mother 
and those who died due 
to COVID-19. Since its 
first memorial in January 
2021, the organization 
has expanded with chap-
ters across the country.

To share the name of 
a loved one to be read 
during the remembrance, 
complete the form at  
tinyurl.com/452bayne.

A binder will be on the 
table at the memorial. 
Feel free to bring stories, 
articles, obituaries, etc. 
to share with the commu-
nity. Visit YellowHeart 
Memorial.com.
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IN BRIEF Deadline looms for Betz Farm bidders

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

And the winner is…
The three prospective buy-

ers of the 350-acre Betz 
Farm property in Crystal 

River have until 5 p.m. Fri-
day to submit “best and fi-
nal” offers for the property.

The bidders are: Charles 
Michaels Inc./Carlos Be-
ruff representing Medal-
lion Homes from Sarasota 
($6 million offer), Lecanto 
Properties, LLC – of which 
local developer Steve Tam-
posi is general partnership 
manager – ($5.5 million) 

and Tampa-based Sweetwa-
ter Group ($5.5 million).

County commissioners 
Tuesday seemed poised to 
go with the higher $6 mil-
lion offer. But the board de-
cided to give the other two 
bidders more time to count-
er-offer.

Commissioners plan to 
use the proceeds from the 
sale to build a new animal 

shelter.
County commissioners in 

2017 voted to approve the 
Betz site as surplus property 
for eventual sale.

The property north of 
Turkey Oak Drive was ap-
praised in 2020 at $5.38 
million. The land has been 
sitting undeveloped for 
years and considered a 
choice prime economic de-

velopment site because of 
its connection to two major 
highways – State Road 44 
and U.S. 19.

The Suncoast Parkway 
will eventually extend to 
U.S. 19, making the prop-
erty even more desirable to 
developers.

Interestingly, the Tamposi 

County has  
three offers for  
350-acre property

Rising inflation helps pump up state revenues

By JIM TURNER
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Infla-
tion continues to help boost 
state tax collections, but 
economists warn that will 
change as higher prices affect 
consumers’ shopping habits.

General-revenue tax col-
lections in March topped 

projections 
by 21.5 per-
cent, ac-
cording to a 
report post-
ed online 
Thursday by 
the Legisla-
ture’s Office 
of Economic 

& Demographic Research.
Economists earlier had 

projected the state would 
collect nearly $2.906 billion 
in general revenue during 
the month. But the state 

topped the projection by 
$626 million, with nearly 
80 percent of the gain com-
ing from sales taxes, the re-
port said.

“The immediate response 
to inflation is an increase in 
sales tax collections that re-
flects the higher prices,” the 
report said.

However, the report add-
ed, “Persistent inflation 
conditions will ultimate-
ly suppress collections as 
consumers begin to spend 
more money on non-taxable 
necessities like food and 
health care.”

Gov. Ron DeSantis has 
blamed federal economic 
policies for the global in-
flation and on Wednesday 
cited higher prices as part 
of his justification for ve-
toing a controversial bill 
involving the rooftop-solar 
industry.

“Given that the United 
States is experiencing its 
worst inflation in 40 years 
and that consumers have 
seen steep increases in the 
price of gas and groceries, 
as well as escalating bills, 
the state of Florida should 
not contribute to the finan-

cial crunch that our citizens 
are experiencing,” DeSan-
tis’ veto message said.

Meanwhile, the month-
ly report from economists 
flagged a “subpar” personal 
savings rate for Floridians.

The rate, the percentage of 
disposable income that peo-
ple save, has held at 6.3 per-
cent the past two months.

In the 2018-2019 fiscal 
year, before the COVID-19 
pandemic, the rate was 7.9 
percent.

Aided by federal stimulus 

First-time 
unemployment 
claims continued at 
a pace similar to 
before COVID-19

DESANTIS

Second time’s the charm for Heavy Falcon

By MATTHEW BECK
Chronicle photo editor

Heavy Falcon, a 
700-pound orphaned mana-
tee, had a second homecom-
ing to Crystal River Thurs-
day morning.

Volunteers and work-
ers with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and ZooT-
ampa released the 4-year-
old, sub-adult, male mana-
tee back into Three Sisters 
Springs in Crystal River for 
the second time since Feb-
ruary 2021. The return was 
met with cheers from those 
gathered nearby.

The animal’s survival 
story began in February 
2018. After being or-
phaned it was noticed by 
tour-boat operators and 
eventually removed from 
Hunter Springs, less than a 
mile from its return to the 
water Thursday. The return 
was witnessed by dozens 
of onlookers lucky enough 
to be in the springs area for 
the unannounced return to 
the wild.

Capt. Mike Dunn and 
wife Capt. Stacy Dunn 
were assisted by two mem-
bers of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to rescue 
the mammal the first time 
in 2018.

“It was thin and lethargic,” 
Stacy Dunn said after aiding 
in the animal’s successful 
return to the water. Dunn 
and her husband formerly 
owners of Manatees in Par-
adise, a manatee-tour opera-
tion, kept a close eye on the 
animal prior to assisting in 
its rescue.

Once they pinpointed it’s 
location and reported it, 

USFWS biologist Joyce 
Kleen and another worker 
responded for a rescue.

“We had to wait for it 
to separate from the oth-
er manatees,” Mike Dunn 
said.

Winter marks the time 
of year when the largest 
population of manatees re-
side in local waters. The 
warm-blooded animals 
seek refuge in the relative 
warmth of the springs that 

pump 72-degree water from 
the earth year round.

The couple said their big-
gest challenge in rescuing 
the animal was not disturb-
ing the rest of the nearby 
herd. “When you do a res-
cue in the winter, you don’t 
want to upset a bunch of 
manatees.”

With the Dunns in the 
water and the two USFWS 
workers on a pontoon boat 
they incorporated a hoop 

net to snare the distressed 
animal. At the time of cap-
ture, they estimated its 
weight to be no more than 
125 pounds.

“We put the net under it, 
captured it and took it to the 
boat,” Mike Dunn said.

From its capture in Hunter 
Springs the animal was tak-
en to the Columbus Zoo in 
Ohio for long-term rehabil-
itation.

Eventually it was returned 

to Florida and released at 
Three Sisters in early 2021.

Regular health assess-
ments are conducted in 
King’s Bay to determine 
the health of the manatee 
herd. During one of these 
assessments in December 
2021, Heavy Falcon was 
once again captured and 
deemed in need of further 
rehabilitation. Once again 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Volunteers with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, as well as others from ZooTampa successfully return Heavy Falcon into Three 
Sisters Spring Thursday, April 28. The animal, first captured in 2018, was released previously and then recaptured in Feb. 2021, after 
being deemed in need of further treatment.

Manatee released in 
Three Sisters Springs

This sub-adult, male manatee, 
dubbed Heavy Falcon, was 
returned into the Crystal River 
for a second time Thursday, 
April 28, after two stints in 
rehabilitation.
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