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LEVY HISTORY 
AT A GLANCE

156 years ago
1866 February 15 – The 

County Commissioners di-
rected the Clerk of Court, 
George S. Leavitt, to pro-
cure new books for his of-
fi ce to replace those, which 
had been destroyed during 
the war. They also decid-
ed that any debt contracted 
with the county between the 
10th day of January 1861 
and the 25th day of October 
1865, shall be released from 
payment of same.

143 years ago
1879 August 08 – Levy 

County Timber Agent Hen-
ry Jackson requested a per-
mit for J.M. Stephens to cut 
cedar in Gulf Hammock on 
Bullfrog Creek just north of 
Ten Mile Creek, providing 
there has not been an ap-
plicant for a permit prior to 
this time. Stephens was de-
scribed as a citizen of Levy 
County.

84 years ago
1938 January 06 – Five 

rail cars of Sea Island cot-
ton were shipped north from 
Trenton by the L.W. Martin 
Ginning Company to E.A. 
Shaw & Company, Balti-
more, Maryland. The cars 
contained approximately 75 
bales of cotton and sold for 
254 per pound.

@Levy County 

Historical Society Inc.
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Newspaper 
Deadlines

ADVERTISING

Business Display Ads 
4 p.m. Wednesday

Legal Advertising 
9 a.m. Friday

Classified Line Ads 
Noon Friday

NEWS

General News 
Noon Friday

Letters to the Editor 
Noon Friday

Obituary 
Noon Friday

Marriage/Birth 
Noon Friday

Hunting/Fishing 
Noon Friday

INSIDE TODAY

SPORTS, B1
FOOTBALL
■ Chiefland notches big win 
over West Oaks Academy
■ Williston blanks Weeki 
Wachee for first season win
■ Bronson falls to Branford
VOLLEYBALL
■ Chiefland falls to Oak Hall

CRIME, A7
■ Bicyclist struck and killed in 
Otter Creek
■ Cyber scams come in many 
different forms

Langan Acres sponsoring a Boiled Peanut Contest

By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

WILLISTON — The 
33rd annual Central Flori-
da Peanut Festival is right 
around the corner. And 
Langan Acres in Williston 
is adding a peanut-themed 
competition to go along 
with the festival, which is 
set for Saturday, Oct. 1.

The business is spon-
soring a Boiled Pea-
nut Contest as part of a 
fundraiser to benefi t the 

Williston Area Chamber 
of Commerce. According 
to an information sheet the 
Levy Citizen received, the 
competition will take place 
the same day as the annu-
al Central Florida Peanut 
Festival at the north gazebo 
(and surrounding area) at 
Heritage Park, 100 Block 
N. Main St. 

Langan Acres is looking 
for 10 contestants. Ac-
cording to the information 
sheet, there is a $50 fee 
to enter, with half of the 

money going to the cham-
ber and the other half going 
towards the winning pot. 
The winner has a chance to 
win up to $250. 

According to the informa-
tion sheet, cash, check or 
money orders are accepted 
and can be made payable to 
the Williston Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. Credit 
cards are also accepted, but 
there will be a $3 conve-
nience fee applied.

Courtesy of: Langan Acres

Slated for the 33rd annual Central Florida Peanut Festival, 
benefitting the Williston Area Chamber of Commerce

Usher Farm to host Ranch Run
By ELIZABETH BURR
Correspondent

CHIEFLAND — Spend a 
Saturday morning in some 
of the most beautiful scenery 
in Levy County, while rais-
ing money for a good cause.

The Suwannee Valley Ro-
tary Club is holding its fi rst 
Ranch Run at Usher Land 
and Timber in Chiefl and 
on Saturday, Sept. 24 from 
7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The 
“Ranch Run at the U” is a 
mud run that welcomes run-
ners of all ages and experi-
ence.

“We are excited to host our 
fi rst annual Ranch Run at 
Usher Farm, which has some 
of Florida’s most beautiful 
sceneries, natural wilder-
ness and cattle land,” Ranch 
Run Chair Heather Rucker 
said. “Bring grit and deter-
mination to cross the fi nish 
line as you hurdle your way 
through various levels of 
obstacles.”

The course offers a “Farm 
K”, which is approximate-
ly a 5K and a “Ranch K”, 
approximately a 10K. Both 
will include obstacles. Ad-
ditionally, the Ranch Run 
offers an obstacle course 
for children ages 5 to 12. A 
parent/guardian will need to 
watch any child running the 
course.

“It’s kind of the best of 
both worlds in the sense that 
runners or athletes, people 
who are more into fi tness, 
can do the run,” Sarah Hart, 
Suwannee Valley Rotary 
Club president, said. “But, 
you also get this whole other 
element of the beauty of just 

the natural landscape that 
Usher Farm is. While it’s a 
great run, there’s the wildlife 
and the scenery, too.”

The run is designed to ac-
commodate people of all 
skills. Obstacles are not 
mandatory, and runners 
can skip any if they are not 
comfortable with them. It is 
a run and not a race, so par-

ticipants are also welcome to 
walk the course at their own 
speed.

Spectators are invited to 
come, as well. Play some 
cornhole and enjoy food 
trucks, including Heavy B’s 
Barbeque and Mr. Peanut 
Hotdog Man.

Usher Land & Timber is 
a third-generation, fami-

ly-owned timber and cattle 
operation. It has been in 
operation since the 1960s 
and showcases the beauty 
of rural Northern Florida. 
The Florida Farm Bureau 
recently profi led Usher own-
ers Ken, Lynetta (Usher) 
and Korey Griner in a vid-
eo about their sustainability 
and climate-smart practices. 
Usher Farm is located at 
9450 NW 40th St. in Chief-
land.

“They are raising the cattle 
and growing the timber on 
the land so as you are going 
through the course, you can 
see both,” Rucker said.

The race obstacles stay 
true to the ranch setting and 
use many elements that are 
already on hand. This in-
cludes a cow pen maze and 

a log carry with the farm’s 
timber.

“All the proceeds from the 
Ranch Run will go towards 
serving local youth, civic 
groups, local organizations 
that themselves reach out in 
powerful ways in our com-
munity,” Hart said. “That’s 
what Suwanee Valley Rotary 
is all about.”

Participants can register at 
www.ranchrunattheu.com. 
Cost is $55 if you register 
before Sept. 14 or $60 after. 
Day of registration is $65. 
Team discounts are available 
for groups of 10 or more. 
All participants will receive 
an event t-shirt, a fi nisher’s 
medal and a drink and snack 
at the end of the course. Reg-
istration is $25 for the chil-
dren’s obstacle course.

Honor America on Patriot Day
September 11, 2001, was 

a tragic day in Amer-
ican history. On that day, 
nearly 3,000 innocent lives 
were lost due to the ter-
rorist attacks in New York 
City and Washington, D.C. 
as well as in rural Penn-
sylvania, where another 
plane en route for more 
destruction crash-landed. 
The indelible images of 
the World Trade Center 
collapsing in fl ames with 
crowds running for safety, 
as well as the ensuing vi-
sions of heroes and citizens 
working together, have cre-
ated a lasting impression.

While buildings have 
been repaired and new 
sites erected in the wake of 
the attacks, there are many 
ways to continue to honor 
the fallen. Patriot Day, 
which takes place each 
year on September 11 to 
honor those who lost their 
lives in the 9-11 attacks, 
is one such example. The 
following are a handful of 
ways that people can honor 
9-11 victims and their 
families.

■ Celebrate local heroes 
by visiting or making do-
nations of food or supplies 
to local fi rehouses and 
police stations.
■ Commemorate the 

events of 9-11 by observ-
ing moments of silence at 

key times throughout the 
day: 8:46 a.m, 9:03 a.m., 
9:37 a.m., 9:59 a.m., 
10:03 a.m., and 10:28 a.m.
■ Engage in service 

projects that can help your 
community, including its 
underserved individuals, 

like veterans. National Day 
of Service, which is the 
same day as Patriot Day, 
asks people to do at least 
one good deed in honor of 
those who died on 9-11.
■ Make a trip to New 

York City and visit the 

National September 11 
Memorial & Museum. If 
you display a fl ag at your 
home or business, be sure 
to place it at half staff from 
sunrise to sunset to mourn 
the lives lost.
■ Share stories of the 

heroism and bravery of 
fi rst responders with young 
children who may not have 
been alive in 2001. Unite 
the country by promoting 
acceptance of and kindness 
to all people, regardless 
of religious or political 
beliefs.
■ Attend a special ser-

vice commemorating 9-11 
at houses of worship.
■ Visit memorials hon-

oring the fallen in various 
communities in and around 
your home. This Patriot 
Day, there are many ways 
individuals can honor those 
who lost their lives on 
9-11.

Editor’s Note: The Patriot Day 

celebrated on September 11 is 

a separate holiday from Patriot’s 

Day, which is observed on the 

third Monday in April in Massa-

chusetts.

“It’s kind of the best of both worlds in the sense that 

runners or athletes, people who are more into 

fitness, can do the run. But, you also get this whole 

other element of the beauty of just the natural 

landscape that Usher Farm is. While it’s a great run, 

there’s the wildlife and the scenery, too.”

SARAH HART
Suwannee Valley Rotary Club president

See PEANUTS, page A2


