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Marion County kicks off 

‘Bring The Harvest 

Home’ holiday food drive
SPECIAL TO THE CITIZEN

The Marion County 
Board of County Com-
missioners is encouraging 
residents and businesses 
to help those in greater 
need for the 11th year by 
participating in the annual 
“Bring the Harvest Home” 
holiday food drive.

“We encourage our com-
munity to pull together 

again to help “bring the 
harvest home” in support 
of Marion County’s less 
fortunate residents during 
this special season,“ Mar-
ion County Commissioner 
Kathy Bryant said.

The effort to collect 
canned food and toilet-
ry donations will culmi-
nate from 7:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
2, at the Downtown Square 

in Ocala. Donated goods 
will help fill local food 
pantries.

“This food drive is what 
ensures that those who 
come to us in December 
get an adequate amount 
of food, not just holiday 
meals,“ said Karla Grims-
ley, Interfaith Emergency 
Services CEO.

Marion County is collecting canned goods and toiletry donations this month for its annual Bring 
Home the Harvest drive.

More than 58,000 
ballots submitted 
early in Marion 
County by Nov. 1

By MARION CITIZEN

Nearly 39,000 vote-
by-mail ballots had been 
returned to the Marion 
County Supervisor of 
Elections Office by the end 
of the day Monday, Nov. 1.

Early Voting in Marion 
County began on Thurs-
day, Oct. 27, and more 
than 20,000 voters had 
voted at Early Voting sites 
in the first four days they 
were open.

There are 271,032 eligi-
ble voters in Marion Coun-
ty.

Voters may choose to 
cast their ballot in person 
prior to Election Day at 
any one of nine Early Vot-

ing sites available in the 
County through Saturday, 
Nov. 5. The polling sites 
are open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Nearby Early Vot-
ing sites include the Dep-
uty Brian Litz Building, 
9048 S.R. 200, Ocala; the 
Freedom Public Library, 
5870 SW 95th St, Ocala; 
and the Dunnellon Public 
Library, 20351 Robinson 
Road, Dunnellon.

The deadline to request 
a vote-by-mail ballot to 
be mailed for the General 
Election has passed. How-
ever, a voter can pick up his 
or her own vote-by-mail 
ballot or may designate in 
writing another person to 
pick up their ballot prior 
to Election Day. The des-
ignee must provide pho-
to identification and may 
pick up two ballots, not 
including his or her own 
ballot or immediate family 
members.

21.6% of eligible 
Marion voters had 
voted week before 
election day in high-
profile midterms

NEWS BRIEFS

Alzheimer’s 
Association Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s

Ocala residents will join 
the fight Saturday, Nov. 
5, at the World Equestrian 
Center to end Alzheimer’s 
disease at the Alzheimer’s 
Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s – the world’s 
largest event to raise 
awareness and funds for 
Alzheimer’s care, support 
and research.

On Walk day, partici-
pants honor those affected 
by Alzheimer’s with the 
poignant Promise Garden 
ceremony – a mission-fo-
cused experience that sig-
nifies our solidarity in the 
fight against the disease. 
The colors of the Promise 
Garden flowers represent 
people’s connection to 
Alzheimer’s – their per-
sonal reasons to end the 
disease.

Walk registration is 
8 a.m., followed by the 
opening ceremony at 
9 a.m. The walk begins at 
9:30 a.m. 

The World Equestrian 
Center is at 1750 NW 80th 
Ave., Ocala. 

For more information 
and to register, visit alz.
org/Ocala.

First Friday Art Walk 
returns tonight

First Friday Art Walk re-
turns to Downtown Ocala 
6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
4. First Friday Art Walk 
occurs the first Friday of 

each month, September 
through May.

The following activities 
will be included in No-
vember’s event:

 ■ Hands-on art activities 
and demonstrations for 
all ages provided by local 
non-profit arts and cultural 
organizations.

 ■ Local artists selling 
their works throughout 
Downtown.

 ■ Participating business-
es with extended hours.

 ■ Buskers stationed 
throughout the downtown 
area, including My Un-
cle’s Friend, The Allens 
and Sean T Music.

 ■ Live musical perfor-
mance will return to the 
Downtown Square, featur-
ing The Mudds Jazz and 
Blues Band.

For more information, 
please contact the City of 
Ocala Cultural Arts and 
Sciences Division at 352-
629-8447 or artinfo@ 
ocalafl.org; or visit www.
ocalafl.org/artwalk.

Hospice of Marion 
County highlights 
National Hospice 
Month

Each year, Hospice of 
Marion County (HMC), 
along with many health 
organizations, provides in-
creased education during 
November on National 
Hospice and Palliative 
Care month. This is a na-
tional program designed to 

OAK RUN COMMUNITY COMES 

TOGETHER FOR MUSICAL COMEDY

Marion Landing hosting 
annual fall sale Saturday

It’s here! The Marion 
Landing fall sale is 

tomorrow, Saturday, Nov. 
5, so make sure you stop 
by the Lifestyle Center 
between 8 a.m. and noon 
for some great bargains.

The Great 
Room will 
be filled with 
household 
and holiday 
items, tools, 
sporting 
goods, tables 
of books, 
many fine 
jewelry 
items, live 
plants and a 
huge amount 

of homemade baked goods 
– all for sale at reasonable 
prices.

Residents should bring 
their donated items to the 
Lifestyle Center, Friday, 
Nov. 4, no earlier than 
10:30 a.m. and until 3 p.m., 

where the items will be 
sorted, priced and made 
ready for sale.

The doors of the Marion 
Landing Lifestyle Cen-
ter will open promptly at 
8 a.m. Saturday, and the 
sale will continue until 
noon.

Admission is free, and it 
is open to the public. We 
are located at 8601 SW 
65th Ave. Road, across 
State Road 200 from Queen 
of Peace.

Marion Landing 
Halloween parade

Marion Landing residents 
had a great time at their 
annual Halloween parade! 
Led by our Citizen Patrol 
Car, the parade traveled 
through the community 
and ended at our Lifestyle 
Center. Refreshments were 
sponsored by Brentwood at 
ForeRanch.

Photos by Naomi Minner / For the Citizen

ABOVE: From left, Brian Ploetz, Mary Jo Ploetz, Linda Dempsey, 
and Alena Reinhardt at the Marion Landing Halloween parade. 
BELOW: From left, Marion Landing residents Les and Bonnie 
Koons at the parade.

Naomi
Minner
Life in Marion 
Landing

Photos by Randie Duretz / For the Citizen

Some of the Oak Run residents who joined in with the production of the musical comedy, “Mr. Potts Bites the Dust.”

Dick Caza, writer and director of “Mr. 
Potts Bites the Dust,” and Marci Hutto, 
who wrote the music and lyrics. Jeff Kines as Mr.Potts and Christina Milbourne as Mrs. Potts.

See BRIEFS, page A3

See DRIVE, page A21

See VOTES, page A21
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