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LEVY HISTORY 
AT A GLANCE

135 years ago
1887 August 17 – Under 

the call of the Governor 
of the State of Florida, the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners proceeded to di-
vide Levy County into five 
County Commission Dis-
tricts. The original county 
charter, dated 10 March 
1845, called for the election 
of four commissioners from 
each of the extreme four 
corners of the county.

110 years ago
1912 June 01 – Saturday 

afternoon at about 2 p.m., 
an alarm of fire was giv-
en, and the old court house 
was discovered to be on 
fire. C.A. Lindsey, deputy 
clerk, while at work in his 
office, discovered smoke 
issuing from the old Tax 
Collector’s Office, and he 
gave the alarm. However, 
the rooms were full of old 
papers and rubbish. And the 
flames spread too rapidly to 
be extinguished. When the 
new court house was erect-
ed in 1907, the old building 
was moved to a lot next to 
the county jail. The building 
was built in the late 1860s 
when the county seat was 
removed from Levyville.

87 years ago
1935 August 14 – On this 

date, President Roosevelt 
signed into law the Social 
Security Act. The act was 
a system of grants to fund 
state welfare programs for 
the elderly and the estab-
lishment of a program of 
benefits to be paid to the pri-
mary wage earner in a fam-
ily when he or she retired at 
age 65. Monthly payments 
were originally scheduled 
to begin in 1943, but the 
date was later advanced to 
1940. By 1937, more than 
30 million Social Security 
numbers were assigned.
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9 a.m. Friday

Classified Line Ads  
Noon Friday

Christmas in June raises money for police fund
By ELIZABETH BURR
Correspondent

CHIEFLAND — Last year, 
Marie Poppe, the owner of 
Marie’s Sweets bakery, sent 
in her check to take part in 
the annual Chiefland Police 
Department’s Fall Festival. A 
few days later, Chiefland Po-
lice Capt. Jay Bolton showed 
up at her door to return the 
check and said the festival 
was cancelled, as only 13 
vendors had signed up.

They got to talking, and 
Bolton told Poppe the festi-
val was a fundraiser for the 
Police Christmas for Fami-
lies Fund, which is used to 
purchase gifts for the chil-

dren of local families in 
need. Hearing that, Poppe 
asked to donate her check 
to the fund and offered to 
hold a cake auction for their 
benefit.

“I’ve been there as a 
child,” she said. “I saw my 
parents with $100 to buy 
gifts for four kids. I’d been 
there as a single mom. My 
heart wanted to do the auc-
tion for them.”

Poppe has hosted three on-
line auctions, which feature 
baked goods from Marie’s 
Sweets and about 15 oth-
er area bakers. Over time, 
the auctions have grown to 
include gift certificates and 
items from local business-

es, including Merle Norman 
Cosmetics, Fowl Play, Baby 
Bites Teething and Wild 
Stitch Salon.

The most recent “Christ-
mas in June” auction was 
held last month, to get an 
early start on this year’s 
fund. To date, Poppe and 
her efforts have raised more 
than $7,000 for the children 
of Chiefland.

“I don’t do it for recogni-
tion,” she said. “My parents 
raised me that if you can 
lend a small helping hand, 
in any way, you do it. I just 
see it as teaching my kids 
it’s the right thing to do.”

Vanilla 
cake with 
strawberry 
puree filling 
by Marie’s 
Sweets. This 
was one of 
the items sold 
in the “Christ-
mas in June” 
auction. With 
a starting bid 
of $30, it was 
auctioned 
for $85 ben-
efiting the 
Christmas 
for Families 
Fund.
Courtesy of Marie 

Poppe

Name of the candidate: Cliff 
Robert Harrell

Name you go by: Cliff
Office sought: Levy County 

Commissioner, District 3
Educational background: 

Bronson High School, Santa Fe 
College (associate degree), Uni-
versity of Florida (bachelor’s de-
gree in History) 

Occupation: Teacher
Community involvement: 

High School football coach, 
youth football summer camps

What are the top three priori-
ties of your campaign?

The top three priorities that I 
would like to help come up with 
solutions for would be: Our lack 

of first respond-
ers in our county, 
helping our agri-
cultural businesses 
grow and continue 
being the Heart of 
our community. 
Also, finding ways 
for positive growth 

in Levy County that does not 
change what makes our commu-
nity great!

What differentiates you from 
your opponent(s)?

To be honest, I don’t know what 
makes me different from my op-
ponent. This position would be 

Name of the candidate: De-
siree Jerrels Mills

Name you go by: Desiree
Office sought: Levy County 

Commissioner, District 3
Educational background: 

Graduate of Bronson High 
School. I have some college, but 
no degree. I hold a Florida Real 
Estate License.

Occupation: Farmer
Community involvement: I 

have extensive community in-
volvement. In the past, I was a 
member of the Bronson Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Bron-
son FFA Alumni. I am now the 
President of the Williston FFA 
Alumni, the Treasurer of the Wil-

liston Middle High 
School Spirit Club 
and a member of 
the Florida Peanut 
Producers Asso-
ciation, Florida 
Peanut Federation, 
Florida Cattle-
men’s Association, 

Florida Cattlewomen and Levy 
County Farm Bureau Women’s 
Committee.

What are the top three priori-
ties of your campaign?

I feel that finding only three top 
issues within the county is a diffi-
cult task. Of course, I have topics 

MILLS

Desiree Mills
Running for Levy County Commissioner, District 3

HARRELL

MEET YOUR LOCAL CANDIDATES
Editor’s note: Our Candidate Profiles continue this week with the contenders for Levy County Commissioner, District 3.

Cliff Harrell
Running for Levy County Commissioner, District 3

By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

ORLANDO — They take 
pride in carrying on the 
winning legacy that was set 
before them several years 
ago. And by they, the three 
advisors – also agriculture 
teachers – for the Williston 
Middle High School FFA.

Last month, these three 
advisors, Austin Skipper 
(senior advisor), Regina 
Harris (ninth-grade advi-
sor) and Natalie Couey 
(middle school advisor), 
along with Pricilla Hiers 
(primary coach for parlia-
mentary team) and a hand-
ful of FFA students, made 
the trip down to Orlando 
for the annual Florida FFA 
State Convention & Expo 
that was held June 14-17.

According to Couey, sev-
en of the 25 students who 
attended competed in the 
Parliamentary Procedure 
LDE (Leadership Devel-
opment Event) over the 
course of three days. And 

when all was said and done, 
it was the Red Devils who 
came out on top and were 
crowned the champions of 
the 2022 Florida FFA State 
Middle School Parliamen-
tary Procedure LDE.

“It’s really cool,” Couey 
said when asked about 
the experience in a phone 
interview. “But it’s not 

unique, because we go to a 
state convention every year. 
So, the kids are used to that 
experience.”

“Competing adds a differ-
ent component, because it 
is a little nerve-racking and 
we are there with a definite 
purpose,” she said. “So, 
until the competition was 
over, that was our focus.”

This state title comes after 
Williston’s first place finish 
on the sub-district level in 
December of last year and 
at the district level in Janu-
ary. With these top finishes, 
the Red Devils were able to 
qualify for state.

As for the Parliamenta-
ry Procedure LDE, Couey 
said the competition is 

broken down into three 
parts. A written exam, live 
demonstration and oral 
questions.

“It’s a very challenging 
contest,” she said. “I did it 
in middle school and high 
school when I was in FFA. 
And it is challenging and 
nerve-racking as a student.”

While seven kids from 
Williston Middle FFA were 
focused on competing in 
the Parliamentary Proce-
dure LDE for at least the 
first few days, the remain-
ing students who also came 
along were given a chance 
to attend leadership work-
shops. According to Couey, 
some of these workshops 
were student-led while 
others were held by the 
University of Florida Col-
legiate FFA and some.

Couey said students also 
attended general sessions, 
as well. This is where 
awards are handed out to 
the entire Florida FFA.

“Any team that placed 
top five throughout the en-
tire year for the state are 
brought on stage and rec-
ognized,” she said.

Couey said most of the 
students who attended the 
convention & expo from 

Photo by Emma Moxley / Branded E Photography 

Members of the Williston FFA stand for a picture with their advisors during the annual Florida 
FFA State Convention & Expo that was held June 14-17 in Orlando. According to Natalie Couey, 
who is the middle school advisor, almost all of the students who attended from Williston received 
some sort of award.

Williston Middle FFA crowned 

parliamentary procedure champions
Students earn 

second state 

title this year

See FFA, page A10

See AUCTION, page A10

See MILLS, page A8See HARRELL, page A5

ORDER ONLINE!
www.bubbaquesbbq.com

Chiefland
1306 N. Young Blvd.
Across from McDonalds

352-493-4BBQ

WILLISTON
143 East Noble Ave.

across from Capital City Bank

352-528-4BBQ

TRENTON
115 N.W. 1st St.

behind Capital City Bank

352-463-4BBQ
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Available at participating locations.

$1999
add an extra side fer $2

2 Ribs,
1/4 Chicken,
Pulled Pork,
one side and
Bubba Bread

50038169


