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A multi-generational talk about Black History Month
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

On a Wednesday evening, a multi-gener-
ational group of folks gathered on the steps 
of Citadel of Life Cathedral in Inverness – 
teens, teachers, a school principal, who is 
also the church’s pastor, and her husband, 
also a teacher.

As they sat on the steps of the church, they 
talked about a range of topics surrounding 
Black history: stories from their grandpar-
ents, being called the N word, negative ste-
reotyping, as well as being proud of their 
families’ rich legacies, about their hope for 
the future and for the very future of their 
history.

Months before Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis said in a Jan. 23 press conference that 
AP African American Studies was “indoc-
trination” and “pushed an agenda,” Flori-
da’s Stop WOKE Act had already brought 
aspects of America’s history – namely rac-
ism and the mistreatment of Black Amer-
icans solely because of the color of their 
skin – into the national conversation.

What should and should not be taught in 
public schools about Black history?

More importantly, why or why not?
This group of people on the church steps, 

this group of Black people, talked about the 

“why.”
“The problem is, we’re labeling it ‘Black 

history,’ but it’s American history,” said 
Shelia Wright. “It’s all intertwined … and 
the importance of knowing all of it, not just 

picking and choosing, is that some things 
we don’t ever want to go back to. But we 
have to know it first.”

Below are snippets from their conversa-
tion:

‘More than slaves’

Tammy Langley, grew up in Inverness, 
the daughter of a church pastor. She’s now 
the pastor of the church her father served, 
Citadel of Life Cathedral in Inverness. She 
is also a school principal in Lake County.

“When we’re talking about our history, 
it’s important to tell the whole story, the 
good and the bad, all of it,” she said. “In 
school, you learn about slavery, but we’re 
more than slaves.

“There’s a concept of Black Americans 
that’s negative, so whenever you see one 
of us, there’s a threat of some type. But 
if people knew about our history and how 
we’ve contributed to the world, not just the 
arts and music, but science and politics, en-
gineering, education, law, medicine – the 
brilliant minds our people have, then may-
be the perception of us will change.

“And if the perception of us will change, 
then maybe we could actually unify in the 
world. But people have to be educated. Ig-
norance breeds hatred.”

Moving into a new neighborhood
“When we move into wealthier neighbor-

hoods, we have to present ourselves,” said 
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Shelia Wright, left, Craig WIlliams, 12, John Langley, Dr. Tammy Langley, La’Nya Soloman, 16, and Brittny Sanders-Soloman sit on the front 
steps of the Citadel of Life Cathedral Wednesday evening, Feb. 15, discussing African American culture within Citrus County. February is 
Black History Month in the United States.

‘We’re labeling it 

but it’s American history’

Black history

La’Nya Solomon, 16, listens to her mother speak Wednes-
day evening, Feb. 15 on the front steps of the Citadel of Life 
Cathedral in Inverness Wednesday evening, Feb. 15.

Twelve-year-old Craig WIlliams listens to some of his 
church family discuss African American culture and how 
history of the black community is passed down to younger 
generations.

Brittany Sanders-Solomon sits with her daughter Wednesday evening, Feb. 15, at the front of their 
church The Citadel of Life Cathedral in Inverness.
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