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School goes into 
lockdown after 
accidental press of 
panic button

A Citrus County school 
went into lockdown af-
ter a panic button was 
pressed by accident on its 
campus.

Forest Ridge Elemen-
tary School secured it-
self at around 11:22 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 25, 
after the school’s pan-
ic-alert system was acti-
vated, Principal Michelle 
McHugh said in a tele-
phone callout recording 
obtained by the Chroni-
cle.

“Administration quickly 
responded to the class-
room where the pan-
ic-alert button was acti-
vated, and discovered the 
button was accidentally 
pushed by a substitute 
teacher,” McHugh said. 
“The lockdown was lift-
ed within a few minutes, 
and classes resumed as 
normal.”

McHugh encouraged 
children with questions 
to speak with either their 
teachers or school admin-
istrators.

“In light of recent 
events, we realize that 
this alarm may have 
frightened some of our 
students,” McHugh said, 
acknowledging Tues-
day’s shooting at Robb 
Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas, which 
killed at least 19 children 
and two adults.

“However,” the princi-
pal added, “we are thank-
ful that we have security 
systems in place, which 
allow law enforcement 
and school administration 
to react within seconds 
of an emergency situa-
tion that may arise on our 
campus.”

Daniels pre-files 
for School Board 
District 5

On May 25, Deborah 
Lee Daniels pre-filed for 
Citrus County School 
Board District 5. 

Daniels will be running 
against Mary Seader, Jo-
seph Faherty and current 
Citrus County School 
Board member Linda 
Powers who is serving 
her third full term. 

Animal Services 
waives adoption 
fees due to 
overcrowding

Citrus County Animal 
Services (CCAS) is cur-
rently experiencing over-
crowding at the shelter due 
to multiple cruelty cases. 
Because of this, adoption 
fees have been waived un-
til further notice.

Adoptions are available 
to Citrus County resi-
dents, as well as residents 
of other counties. Citrus 
County residents will 
still be required to pay a 
license fee of $10 while 
adoption fees are waived.

Those who cannot adopt 
are encouraged to consid-
er fostering. Learn more 
about their “Fabulous 
Foster Program” by con-
tacting CCAS or email-
ing Leigh Sweet at leigh.
sweet@citrusbocc.com.

CCAS also asks that all 
approved rescue partners 
come forward to help, if 
possible. If a rescue group 
would like to partner with 
CCAS, call the shelter or 
email Colleen Yarbrough 
at colleen.yarbrough@
citrusbocc.com.

The animals available 
for adoption at CCAS are 
listed on the Citrus Coun-
ty website: tinyurl.com/
mr3yrfdn.
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IN BRIEF Commissioners praise strategic framework
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

County commissioners 
got their first look Tuesday 
at the framework for a new 
strategic plan charting lo-
cal growth for the next five 
years.

Commissioners liked 
what they saw and praised 
staffers – including coun-
ty spokeswoman Veronica 
Kampshoerer who present-
ed Tuesday’s plan – for  

hitting all the right notes.
Much went into the draft-

ing of this document. Staff-
ers held town hall meetings 
to solicit public comment. 
Common themes cropped 
up and were incorporated 
into the plan, including: the 
environment, water quality, 
stormwater management, 
education, transportation, 
high-speed internet, the 
northern turnpike expansion 
and any development that 
could negatively affect the 

“nature coast” and wildlife.
Next up was a two-day 

workshop where 40 county 
citizens/stakeholders – rep-
resenting diverse sectors of 
the county – worked to iden-
tify the county’s strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, 
and challenges.

Florida State University 
officials assisted the county 
with the plan.

“There was a tremendous 
cross-section of the com-
munity (that was) actively 

engaged in the discussion 
as we went 
through the 
p r o c e s s , ” 
C o m m i s -
sioner Jeff 
K i n n a r d 
said.

The fol-
lowing stra-
tegic goals 

outlined in the plan, are for 
the county to:

 ■ Invest in infrastructure 
sufficient to support pro-

tected growth with priority 
given to correcting deficien-
cies (roads, utilities, bridg-
es, etc.).

 ■ Develop and establish 
a comprehensive system of 
care for mental and physical 
health that will address the 
growing need for services 
by all citizens.

 ■ Broaden the county’s 
tax base and plan for early 
education to develop skills 
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Business 
owners 
struggling 
with 
inflation
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Business owners in Cit-
rus County and the nation 
are being forced to raise 
prices and make other 
adjustments as inflation 
continues to escalate.

They are saddled with 
higher supply costs than 
even six months ago.

Most small business 
owners (62.7 percent) 
report lower profits than 
expected over the past six 
months due to declining 
sales and higher expenses 
as inflationary pressures 
rise, according to new 
survey data from SCORE, 
mentors to America’s 
small businesses and a re-
source partner of the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration.

Rising costs are caus-
ing cash flow problems 
for 35.9 percent of small 
businesses, according to 
the SCORE survey.

Jim Green, co-chairman 
of SCORE Nature Coast, 
which serves Citrus and 
Levy counties, has no 
doubt the national survey 
reflects Citrus County’s 
business climate.

One telling statistic 
which leaps out, he said, 
is that more than half 
(54.8 percent) of small 
business owners surveyed 
found it necessary to in-
crease prices to compen-
sate for rising costs. On 
average, businesses re-
ported increasing prices 
by 11%.

Others report targeting 
more profitable clients 
and customers (39.6%), 
while 28.8 percent have 
changed their product 
mix.

By definition, Green 
said every business in 
Citrus County is a small 
business because they 
have less than 500 em-
ployees.

Inflation, he said, has 
a trickle-down effect. 
Small-business owners 
pass higher costs along 
to their suppliers, who 
must raise costs and so on 
down the line. Eventually, 
it filters down to consum-
ers with higher-priced 
goods.

“It’s a difficult cycle 
to get under control,” he 
said.

Green said the survey 
doesn’t even mention the 
problem small-business 
owners have of finding 
enough workers. That, in 
itself, is a huge problem 
because now owners ei-
ther must cut hours or in-
cur overtime costs to get 
the product out.

SCORE’s Spring 2022 
Megaphone of Main 
Street: Inflation & the 

Citrus ’Canes ‘rock’ graduation
By JEFF BRYAN
Chronicle staff

For one Citrus High grad-
uate, commencement cere-
monies Thursday, May 26, 
were 55 years in the making 
for him.

That’s because for Richard 
Hunt, he left high school 
before graduating, instead 
opting to join the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, where he would 
serve in Vietnam, earning 
the Vietnam Cross of Gal-
lantry and a Purple Heart.

On Thursday, the Flori-
da Veteran’s Hall of Famer 
earned his high school di-
ploma from Citrus High, 
along with 324 other grad-
uates. Hunt “personifies and 
lives the credo of ‘veterans 
helping veterans’ with no 

challenge too great and 
no veteran’s problem too 
small,” said Superintendent 
Sandra “Sam” Himmel.

Hunt serves as the com-
mander of the Aaron A. 
Weaver Chapter of the Mil-
itary Order of the Purple 
Heart, whose namesake 

graduated from Citrus High 
in 1989.

“It may have taken you 55 
years to get a high school 
diploma to you,” Himmel 
said. “But I can think of no 
one more worthy than you. 
You are a shining example 
for all of us to follow.”

‘New beginnings’
Citrus’ Lauren Wood 

greeted Himmel, school 
board members, school ad-
ministration, family, friends 
and fellow graduates in her 
“Welcome Speech.”

“I am honored to welcome 
you all to an evening of new 
beginnings, celebrations 
and definitely some tears,” 
she said. “Everyone was 
right when they said high 
school would go by quick-

er than you think and they 
were even more right when 
they said we would a total-
ly different person than we 
were freshmen year. When 
we all first became part of 
the Hurricane family, we 
were new to the high school 
environment and still trying 
to fit in.”

Looking over her class-
mates, Wood told them she 
sees a class that has grown 
into the best example of 
what a senior class should 
be. One which has brought 
several new traditions to 
Citrus, while setting a bar 
“too high” for senior pranks.

“What’s even more nota-
ble about this graduating 
class,” Wood said, “is our 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Summa Cum Laude Citrus High graduate McKinley Franklin, Jr. gives the “thumbs up” to a family member as his photo is taken 
Wednesday during the school’s commencement exercises. The school listed 66 students graduating Summa Cum Laude.

CLASS NOTES

■■ Class Song: “Don’t 
Stop Me Now” by Queen

■■ Class Flower: Hibiscus.

■■ Class Color: Sage 
Green

■■ Senior Motto: “Some-
times you will never know 
the value of a moment, 
until it becomes a memo-
ry.” — Dr. Seuss

Crystal River Council wants more turnpike info
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Before taking a stance on 
how it wants the state to 
grow Florida’s Turnpike to-
ward U.S. 19, Crystal River 

City Coun-
cil would 
like to know 
more about 
the massive 
roadway de-
velopment.

C o u n c i l 
m e m b e r s 
agreed at 

their meeting Monday 
evening, May 23, to have 
City Manager Ken Frink 
arrange for a representa-
tive of the Northern Turn-
pike Extension Project to 
present city officials with 
facts about the four poten-
tial extension routes for  

Florida’s Turnpike.
Vice Mayor Ken Brown 

asked council to consid-
er having 
Florida De-
partment of 
Transporta-
tion (FDOT) 
p e r s o n n e l 
“bring us up 
to speed on 
what’s hap-
pening” be-

fore the dais of city leaders 
voice an official opinion on 
the turnpike extension.

“So we’re not in the dark,” 
he said, “and we don’t give 
the appearance of sitting on 
our hands and saying, ‘Well 
whatever happens, hap-
pens.’”

Also known as State Road 
91, Florida’s Turnpike 
spans from Miami, into Or-
lando and ends at Interstate 

75 near Wildwood in Sum-
ter County.

Florida’s Turnpike Enter-
prise, which is part of the 
FDOT, is evaluating alterna-
tive corridors to extend Flori-
da’s Turnpike from its north-
ern terminus into a study area 
consisting of Sumter, Citrus, 
Marion and Levy counties. A 
no-build option will also be 
examined.

Four potential routes are 
being considered to con-
nect Florida’s Turnpike with 
U.S. 19, and two proposed 
roadways link up with U.S. 
19 near Crystal River. Other 
turnpike-U.S. 19 junctions 
are being considered for near 
Chiefland and north of Inglis.

“It’s a wide swath of a 
study area,” Frink told city 
council on Monday, “and 
the farther south that comes, 
it could have a significant 

impact on the city of Crystal 
River, so I think it would be 
a good idea to have (FDOT) 
in here, and see what’s go-
ing on.”

“And then possibly, after 
we see their presentation,” 
Brown added, “we can ac-
tually come up with a res-
olution with what we feel 
would be best for the city of 
Crystal River.”

During a workshop 
Tuesday over the turnpike 
extension, Citrus Coun-
ty commissioners unani-
mously asked county staff 
to draft a resolution for the 
FDOT to take three of the 
southernmost routes off the 
table.

Inverness City Council 
members approved a reso-
lution on May 17 to affirm 
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