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Water district opposes turnpike routes

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Opponents of a northern turnpike 
extension got support this week 
for their cause from the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District 
(SWFWMD).

The District fired off a letter Feb. 
14 to Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise 
Executive Director & CEO Nicola 
Liquori asking her to consider oth-
er potential corridors to extend the 
Florida turnpike from Wildwood to 
U.S. 19 because the four proposed 
routes have the potential to adverse-
ly affect District-owned conserva-
tion lands.

All four of the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation (FDOT) 
routes traverse those lands.

“Any option that would bisect 
District-owned conservation lands 
or sever District lands from other 
existing conservation lands would 
be inconsistent with the original 
intent behind the use of taxpayer 
dollars to acquire those conserva-
tion lands,” wrote Brian Starford, 
director of SWFWMD’s opera-
tions, lands and resource monitor-
ing division.

Bisecting those lands “would ad-
versely impact the District’s ability 
to manage those properties,” Star-
ford wrote.

The District said it appreciates 
FDOT’s willingness to continue 
discussions with environmental 
groups and others to consider an 

alternative corridor(s) that would 
minimize impacts.

The turnpike extension debate 
has been a lightning rod of con-
tention every time it comes up at 
public get-togethers. Many show-
up with “no-build” signs hoping to 
get that message across. They’re 
worried that whatever route is cho-
sen will go close to their homes or 
destroy the environment.

The FDOT, following the dictates 
of Senate Bill 100, is conducting 
an Alternative Corridor Evaluation 
(ACE) to evaluate the extension 
of Florida’s Turnpike (State Road 
[SR] 91) “from its northerly termi-
nus in Wildwood to a logical and 
appropriate terminus” as deter-
mined by FDOT.

The FDOT has identified four 
routes with the ‘appropriate termi-

nus’ somewhere along U.S. 19. In 
addition to Citrus, the study area 
includes Levy, Marion and Sumter 
counties.

After a corridor is chosen, actual 
route determination will be tack-
led. Two of the four possible cor-
ridors cut through Citrus County. 
Another skirts Citrus to the north, 
and the fourth snakes east of here 
all the way up to Chiefland.

A separate report, summarizing 
the status of a Project Develop-
ment and Environment (PD&E) 
study must be submitted to Gov. 
Ron DeSantis and the Legislature 
by Dec. 31, 2022. That PD&E 
study will also evaluate a No-Build 
option.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer with the 

Citrus County Chronicle and can be reached 

at mbates@chronicleonline.com

Connie Bryant with one of her 
signs for sale at Rainbow Lakes 
Estates on Feb. 4 opposing the 
Northern Turnpike Extension 
project.

Group says roads would 

bisect conservation lands
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ABOVE: Duncan Dew says goodbye to “Duncan” the manatee before the marine mammal is released 
Wednesday into Three Sisters Springs following its rehabilitation at SeaWorld Orlando. The manatee was 
named after Dew, who found the animal beached in January on West Roy Thomas Road in Crystal River. 
TOP: Duncan the manatee enjoys its freedom after being released Wednesday in Three Sisters Springs.

Crystal River man who 

found stranded manatee 

watches animal’s release

Realtors 
president: 
Parkway 
extension 
will boost 
growth

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Monday’s opening of the 
Suncoast Parkway exten-
sion through Citrus Coun-
ty should translate to more 
people commuting from 
here to the urban areas to 
the south.

And that’s good news for 
Realtors.

“We are excited about the 
opening of 
the Suncoast 
parkway ex-
tension, as 
well as the 
i n ev i t a b l e 
influx of 
commercial 
and residen-
tial growth,” 
said Kerry Rosselet, pres-
ident of the Realtors As-
sociation of Citrus County 
and broker-associate with 
Century 21 JW Morton in 
Inverness.

Others say the same thing.
“The interchanges will 

improve safety and increase 
mobility for Hernando and 
Citrus County residents as 
these areas continue to un-
dergo significant residen-
tial development,” Florida 
Department of Transporta-
tion (FDOT) spokeswoman 
Angela Starke said.

Citrus County’s median 
home prices were up 21.8 
percent in the fourth quar-
ter of 2001 but if national 
trends are an indication, the 
market may be cooling off.

Florida Realtors this week 
released its market report 
for October, November 
and December 2021 and it 
shows the median price of a 
Citrus home was $239,900, 
up from $197,000 during 
the same three-month peri-
od in 2020.

Sustained price appreci-
ation and higher mortgage 
rates could be the culprits.

The monthly mortgage 
payment on a typical ex-
isting single-family home 
with 20 percent down rose 
by $201 from a year ago to 
$1,240, or 16.9 percent of 
the median family income, 
according to the Nation-
al Association of Realtors 
(NAR).

“Homebuyers in the last 
quarter saw little relief as 

Closed home sales 

up 6% from last year

ROSSELET

‘There  
he goes’

By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

With his camera in tow, Duncan Dew 
watched as roughly a dozen people carried a 
young manatee from a truck, through a part-
ing crowd and to the shore of Three Sisters 
Springs in Crystal River.

For Dew, Wednesday morn-
ing, March 2, was the second 
time he said his goodbyes to 
the marine mammal before it 
was hauled away.

This time, the manatee was 
returning home.

After some synchronized 
counts of “one, two, three,” 
a team of federal, state and SeaWorld man-
atee rescuers lifted the 610-pound creature 
into the crystal-clear springs, where the 
animal then twirled and glided through the 
water before swimming out to King’s Bay.

“There he goes,” Dew said.
Dew first saw the manatee during the cold 

and early-morning hours of Jan. 3, when the 
Crystal River 59-year-old found the animal 
beached on West Roy Thomas Road.

“That manatee was right smack in the 
middle,” Dew said, remembering his drive 
home from a workout at the Citrus County 
YMCA. “It was a very small manatee, not a 
very big one.”

Heavy rains and winds, coupled with the 
bay’s high tide, flooded the roadway earlier, 
allowing the manatee to swim ashore before 
the waters receded and left it stranded.

Dew parked his car, took off his new shoes 
and stood barefoot in the low floodwaters 
by the manatee while he called what phone 
numbers he could think of to get help.

“Ain’t nothing I could do but call some 

DEW

Wildlife officials think feeding helps manatees
By JIM TURNER
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — State wild-
life experts say they think efforts 
to feed lettuce to starving mana-
tees in the Indian River Lagoon 
are showing signs of providing 
relief after a record number of 
deaths last year of the sea cows.

But data to back up that con-
tention won’t be known until the 
cold weather season is over. And 
a concern remains that Florida 

will face a final cold snap in the 
coming weeks.

Still, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission Execu-
tive Director Eric Sutton remained 
upbeat Wednesday about the fu-
ture of manatees in Florida waters 
after more than 96,000 pounds of 
lettuce have been provided to the 
ambling creatures since Dec. 14 at 
Florida Power & Light’s Cape Ca-
naveral Clean Energy Center.

“The question is, is it making 
a difference? Is it helping the 

manatees?” Sutton said at the 
start of a commission meeting 
at the Tampa Convention Center. 
“And it’s kind of a complicated 
response. Simply put, I’ve had to 
think it has. And we’re just going 
to have to get through this sea-
son and analyze the data to see 
to what extent it has helped the 
population. … But I feel like this 
effort has mollified it (the prob-
lems) somewhat.”

See FEEDING, page A9

See MANATEE, page A9

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Wildlife officials are feeding lettuce 
to manatees after a record number of 
deaths last year.

See GROWTH, page A5


