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AP interview: Biden strongly defends his record / A10

Thrumston  
pre-files for  
school board race

Former County Com-
missioner John Thrum-
ston, of Inverness, has 
pre-filed for School 
Board, District 3. Doug-
las A. Dodd, the incum-
bent, has qualified to run.

Amateur Radio 
Field Day 2022 is 
scheduled

Amateur Radio Field 
Day 2022 will be con-
ducted from 2 p.m. on 
June 25 to 2 p.m. on June 
26 at the Citrus County 
Emergency Operations 
Center, 3549 Saunders 
Way, Lecanto.

Field Day is a nation-
al event held by amateur 
radio operators through-
out the United States and 
Canada.

This exercise includes 
a simulation of a nation-
wide or regional emer-
gency incident affecting 
communications.

Scenarios will test what 
can happen when all 
phones are unusable, the 
internet is not available 
and the electric power 
grid is down.

The Citrus County Am-
ateur Radio Club, along 
with the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service and 
approximately 30,000 
USA and Canadian Ama-
teur Radio operators will 
demonstrate emergency 
communications without 
use of commercial elec-
trical power, telephones 
or internet across the U.S.

All are welcome. There 
is no fee to attend.

On June 20 at 7 p.m., 
during the regular club 
monthly meeting, they 
will be planning for Field 
Day at the Emergency 
Operations Center, 3549 
Saunders Way, Lecanto. 
All are welcomed, even if 
not a ham radio operator.

For more information, 
contact John Bescher, 
N4DXI, at 352-220-8530 
or n4dxi@aol.com.

Meals on Wheels 
Program needs 
volunteer drivers

Citrus County’s Meals 
on Wheels Program pro-
vides meals for home-
bound seniors here in Cit-
rus County, but they need 
volunteer drivers.

Citrus County Senior 
Services is seeking vol-
unteers to deliver meals 
to seniors throughout 
Citrus County around the 
lunchtime hours, Monday 
through Friday.

They ask that volunteers 
be willing to give at least 
two hours of their time, 
one day a week, to deliv-
er meals to seniors. Each 
meal route consists of 10-
20 stops, taking one to 
two hours to complete.

Volunteers can even be 
reimbursed for mileage.

Over the past few years, 
the program has added 
many new clients; there 
is a need for drivers at all 
meal delivery locations 
throughout Citrus Coun-
ty.

For more information, 
or to become a volunteer 
driver, call:

Homosassa /Crys t a l 
River Area – West Citrus 
Community Center: 352-
795-3831

Inverness/Floral City 
Area – East Citrus Com-
munity Center: 352-344-
9666

Hernando/Inverness 
Area – Hernando Area 
Senior Program: 352-
566-2328

Beverly Hills/Lecanto/
Citrus Springs area – 
Central Citrus Communi-
ty Center: 352-527-5942
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IN BRIEF Planners: No to apartments at Meadowcrest

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Round one goes to Mead-
owcrest.

The Citrus County Plan-
ning & Development Com-
mission (PDC) voted unan-
imously Thursday to deny a 

developer’s request to build 
affordable rental apartments 
in front of the Meadowcrest 
subdivision in Crystal Riv-
er.

The board determined that 
such a three-story complex 
would not be compatible 
with surrounding land uses 
and be too big an impact on 
folks who live in that quiet 
deed-restricted community. 
They agreed it was also in-

consistent with the county 
comprehensive plan.

“Yes, we need afford-
able housing but not on the 
backs of these people,” PDC 
member Carole Scragg said.

“These people made a big 
investment and it should be 
preserved,” PDC member 
James Roys said.

County commissioners 
have the final say on the 
matter and they can either 

support or reject the PDC 
recommendation. That 
meeting is set for 5:01 p.m. 
July 26.

Developer Oscar Sol, 
managing partner with 
the Fort Lauderdale-based 
Green Mills Group, told the 
Chronicle after the vote he 
was unsure if his project is 
dead in the water.

“I’m going to think about 
it,” he said.

Sol was trying to convince 
the PDC his proposed com-
plex would fill a vital need 
in Citrus County for afford-
able housing. But to build 
at Meadowcrest, he needs 
a modification to Mead-
owcrest’s Development 
of Regional Impact (DRI) 
master plan allow the facil-
ity on 14 acres now zoned 

County commission 

to have final say

County’s rich history 
makes for great day trips
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Editor’s Note: This story is 
part of an occasional series 
of “staycations” that allow 
Citrus County residents to 
spend vacation time locally 
this summer without the ex-
pense of traveling very far.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
once said: “We are not mak-
ers of history. We are made 
by history.”

History defines not only 
people but cities, counties 
and states.

Citrus County is fortu-
nate to have many histor-
ical places where we can 
reconnect with the past and 
perhaps learn a thing or two 
going forward.

The best part: you can save 
gas and stay close to home.

Here are some of the his-
torical places in Citrus 
County that would make 
great day trips:

The Old Courthouse 
Heritage Museum

The museum is housed in-
side the Historic Citrus Coun-
ty Courthouse on the square 
in downtown Inverness.

The courthouse was built 
in 1912 but by the 1990s, 
when the old courthouse 
was no longer being used 
for county offices, it seemed 
destined for demolition. The 
community banded together 
to preserve this symbol of 
the county’s history.

In 1992 it was listed on the 
National Register of Histor-
ic Places. Next began the 
eight-year restoration pro-
cess, headed by the Citrus 
County Historical Society.

In 2000, the building was 
reborn as the Old Court-

house Heritage Museum.
Today, the building is a 

symbol of the community’s 
past.

For more information, vis-
it www.cccourthouse.org

Crystal River 
Archeological Site

Crystal River State Ar-
chaeological Site is a 61-
acre Florida State Park lo-
cated on the Crystal River 
and within the Crystal River 

STAYCATION CITRUS COUNTY

Special to the Chronicle

In 1992 the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum was listed on the National Register of  
Historic Places.

The Duval-Metz House in the Floral City Historic District is the 
oldest surviving residential building in Citrus County.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Heidi Reynolds stood on North Perseus Terrace in late 2021 
where her home is located in the northwestern portion of Cit-
rus County. Standing water stretched as far as the eye could 
see throughout her neighborhood. She was forced from her 
home due to the conditions that she said were hazardous.

District asks residents 
for input in making 
new flood maps
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

This past spring’s heavy 
rains left many of Citrus 
County’s roads underwa-
ter and residents watching 
helplessly as the flood-
ing crept into their homes 
or made wells and septic 
tanks unusable.

Many attended county 
commission and local city 
council meetings in hopes 
of getting relief. They re-
ceived a sympathetic ear 
but little else other than 
sandbags.

But this first step is meant 
to help.

The Southwest Florida 
Water Management Dis-
trict will host an open 
house meeting during 

which the state agency 
will present a map and 
supporting material to 
preliminarily pinpoint 
flood prone areas. The 
water agency will ask 
visitors to the event to 
provide their own first-
hand knowledge about ar-
eas and their experiences 
when it comes to flooding 
in their communities.

The project is funded by 
the water district and the 
county.

“Flood prone area in-
formation will be used by 
local governments and the 
(water district) for flood-
plain management once fi-
nalized,” the water district 
wrote to county residents 

Kitchen: ‘No way, no 
how’ to any millage hike
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

If county commissioners 
were to fund all the budget 
requests from elected con-
stitutional officers, they 
would have to raise the 
millage rate for 2022-23 
from the current 7.7623 to 
8.8192.

At least two county com-
missioners said there is no 
way they will support a 
1.0569 percent increase.

“No way, no how,” Com-
mission Chairman Ron 
Kitchen said at this week’s 
board meeting.

Commissioner Scott Car-
nahan said given the econ-
omy, it wouldn’t be right to 
put such a millage increase 
on the backs of people who 
are struggling to even put 
gas in their cars.

“I’m not sure this is the 
time to try and be doing 
things like this,” Carnahan 
said.

Citrus County’s elected 
Constitutional officers’ 
budgets came in June 1 
and, except for a hefty hike 
from the sheriff, the others 
submitted modest year-
over-year increases due to 
inflation, employee com-
pensation and equipment 
purchases.

The biggest source of 
contention was Sheriff 
Mike Prendergast’s sub-
mitted budget of $39,949 

million, about 30 per-
cent more than last year’s 
$31,467.

“This is a political hot 
potato,” Kitchen said.

Carnahan said he appre-
ciates the work of law en-
forcement and Prendergast 
wanting to build in salary 
increases. But he said there 
are county employees – in-
cluding janitors and road 
workers – who also “make 
the world turn” and would 
appreciate raises too.

Given the current infla-
tionary climate, it’s im-
portant to keep the current 
millage, he said.

“The last thing we want 
to do is have an economic 
disaster here in our coun-
ty,” Carnahan added.

County Commissioner 
Jeff Kinnard said he is sup-
porting the sheriff’s budget 
but does have questions 
that he wants to talk to the 
sheriff about.

The next step: the elect-
ed constitutional officers 
will make a presentation 
to county commissioners 
July 26 when the tentative 
budget and millage is set.

County Administrator 
Randy Oliver said he will 
send letters requesting 
more information by Mon-
day.

Michael D. Bates is a staff 

writer with the Citrus County 

Chronicle and can be reached at 

mbates@chronicleonline.com
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