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LEVY HISTORY 
AT A GLANCE

140 Years Ago
1880 – 1885 – In fi ve 

years, Florida’s railroad 
mileage increased from 444 
miles to 1,654.47 miles. 
The railroads of Florida, 
previous to this time, had 
existed mostly in the north 
and western sections of 
the state. The network of 
rails was expanding rapid-
ly, bringing prosperity to 
the towns along the way. 
Products of the forest and 
agriculture found their way 
to distant markets and large 
numbers of immigrants 
were coming to the county 
to occupy the newly opened 
area.

110 Years Ago
1912 March 21 – Several 

county schools announce 
closing for the summer. 
Janney school reports that 
Professor Swilley’s school 
had a poor average because 
the larger boys had to quit 
school to plant crops.

79 Years Ago
1943 October 07 – Deer 

hunters are asked to turn 
all deer hides in so they can 
be used for leather to make 
gloves and arctic shoes for 
our Armed Forces. The War 
Production Board and Fish 
and Wildlife Services sent 
out a joint appeal because 
deer skins are so urgently 
needed.
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Newspaper 
Deadlines

Business Display Ads 
4 p.m. Wednesday

Legal Advertising 
9 a.m. Friday

Classified Line Ads 
Noon Friday

News 
Noon Friday

Letters to the Editor 
Noon Friday

Obituary 
Noon Friday

Marriage/Birth 
Noon Friday

Hunting/Fishing 
Noon Friday

INSIDE TODAY

SPORTS, B1
FOOTBALL
■ Chiefland Middle High School 
makes the most out of game-
less Homecoming Week
■ Williston picks up seventh 
win of the season after shutout 
victory over Trenton on Home-
coming

HALLOWEEN, A6
■ Halloween Happenings
■ Fun Halloween craft ideas for 
kids

Little Blue Spring reopens to the public
By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

BRONSON — Little Blue 
Spring is back open to the 
public after the park had 
previously been closed due 
to vandalization last month.

The park, located in 
Bronson, opened back up 
on Oct. 12 after it was van-
dalized during the weekend 
of Sept. 17-18. Beer cans 
were left scattered around 
the area, and the fl oating 
dock was pulled apart from 
the walkway, leaving it to 
drift away down stream, 
according to a post on the 
Levy County government’s 

Facebook page. 
Matt Weldon, director of 

Levy County Parks & Rec-
reation, said in a phone in-
terview that the cables con-
necting the fl oating dock to 
the walking platform were 
disconnected. Additionally, 
the wood for the walking 
plank had been broken and 
snapped, as well. 

Weldon said the vandals 
also took the rubber mat-
ting off of the fl oating dock, 
too. 

Before the park could 
open back up, Weldon said 
that a county engineer had 
to come out and do an in-
spection of the area. 

According to Susan Bill-
ings, Levy County Parks & 
Recreation and Levy Coun-
ty Mosquito Control offi ce 
manager, the total cost in 
repairs, labor and equip-
ment use was $4,369.74. 

On top of making the 
necessary repairs, parking 
bumpers were also installed 
in front of the fl oating 
dock. Weldon said this was 
done because people were 
backing up their vehicles 
up close to the dock, caus-
ing the bank to give way.

The Levy County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce has been over-
seeing the investigation 
regarding the vandalism 

that took place at the park. 
Lt. Scott Tummond said 
in an email response that 

from what others have told 
him, the case has not been 
solved, yet. 

Courtesy of Levy County Facebook page 

The floating dock at Little Blue Spring in Bronson has been 
repaired after it was damaged by vandals in September.

A surprise homecoming

Photos by Nick Anschultz / News Reporter/Editor 

Eric Vanderheyden hugs his son, Christopher “CJ” Vanderhey-
den, as the two stand on the stage inside the Trenton Elemen-
tary School cafetorium on Friday. Eric serves in the U.S. Army 
and holds the title of Single Operations. He surprised Christopher 
after being stationed in Iraq and Kuwait for roughly the last year.
ABOVE: Eric Vanderheyden, left, with his son, Christopher “CJ” 
Vanderheyden.

By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

TRENTON — It had 
been about 12 months since 
Trenton Elementary School 
fourth-grade student Chris-
topher “CJ” Vanderheyden 
last saw his dad. But on Fri-
day, the two were reunited 
again.

Eric Vanderheyden, who 
serves in the U.S. Army 
and holds the title of Single 
Operations, surprised Chris-
topher while he and several 
other fourth-grade students 
were eating lunch inside the 
school’s cafetorium. Eric 
returned to his hometown 
of Trenton after being sta-
tioned in Iraq and Kuwait 
for roughly the last year.

Christopher and Eric hav-
en’t spent a lot of time sep-
arated from each other. And 
Eric said that time away 
from his son gave him the 
chance to come up with the 
idea of doing the surprise.

“You always have those 

Live music, comradery and a whole lot of chili

By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

BRONSON — On Sat-
urday, a number of people 
gathered at AMVETS Post 
#88 in Bronson for the Sec-
ond annual Jack Butters 
Chili Cook-Off.

The annual event was put 
on by the AMVETS Post 
#88 Family (AMVETS, La-
dies Auxiliary, Son’s Squad-
ron and Riders) and remem-
bers the life of the late Jack 
Butters, a former member of 
AMVETS Post #88 and his 
contributions to both veter-
ans and the community, ac-
cording to a fl yer the Levy 
Citizen received.

“It’s very dear to me,” Jim 
Merritt, one of the event’s 
organizers, said in a phone 
interview when dissussing 
the cook-off.

As for the competition, 

folks could participate in 
the cook-off for $25. Ad-
ditionally, people also had 
the chance to sample the 
chili after the judging con-
cluded if they paid for a $10 

armband.
The winners of the cook-

off, as well best decorated 
booth, are seen below.
■ First place and best 

decorated booth:
Kurt & Eunice Knechtle
Dave English and Debbue 

Givens daughter Dakota 
Sandford

Pat & Curtis Tate
Scotty Walker
Steve Calimer
Wood 
The Cake LADY and tent 

decorator 
Marie Vogal Gammero 
■ Second place: 
Jay and Darlene Linelle 
Al Peterson
■ Third place: 
Debbie Robbins and sister, 

Donna Coutts
In addition to the cook-off, 

there was also live music 
from “Centerlane” and the 
“Doc Adams Band”.

A portion of the proceeds 

collected at this year’s cook-
off are going to be donated 
to the Bronson FFA as well 
as the Service Dogs for Pa-
triots.

“Service Dogs for Patriots 
dedicates their efforts to res-
cue and train homeless shel-
ter dogs to assist veterans 
with PTSD in North Central 
Florida and improve their 
collective qualities of life,” 
the fl yer said.

According to Merritt, the 
post is set to have their next 
meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 
26. This is when they will be 
able to get an idea of exact-
ly how much money will be 
going to Bronson FFA and 
Service Dogs for Patriots.

Merritt said the plan is 
to have both organizations 
come to the post, where 
they can present them with 
two big checks. The date for 
when this is set to happen 
has not been fi nalized, yet.

Second annual Jack 

Butters Chili Cook-

off held on Saturday 

at AMVETS Post #88

Dave English (from left), Kurt Darlene, Linell, Debbie Robbins 
and Donna Coutts are pictured with their first, second and third 
place awards from Saturday’s Second annual Jack Butters Chili 
Cook-Off. 

Photos by Katrina Mallette / Advertising Executive

ABOVE: Debbie Robbins and her sister, Donna Coutts (both 
underneath tent), socialize during the Second annual Jack But-
ters Chili Cook-off on Saturday in Bronson. LEFT: Pictured is the 
first place tent in the chili cook-off as well as the best decorated 
booth.

See SURPRISE, page A9
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