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Inflation taking bite out of new infrastructure projects / A7

Supervisor of 
Elections to be at 
Inverness library

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office is holding 
an outreach event at the 
Lakes Region Library on 
June 23 from 9–11 a.m. 
located at 1511 Druid 
Road, Inverness.

This is a convenient 
way to register to vote, 
make changes to voter re-
cords, update signatures 
or request a vote-by-mail 
ballot. Information to 
apply for election work-
er positions will also be 
available.

Anyone interested in 
having the elections of-
fice staff at an organiza-
tion or business, contact 
Supervisor Maureen 
Baird.

To learn more, visit vote 
citrus.gov, email vote@
votecitrus.gov or call the 
office at 352-564-7120.

Amateur Radio 
Field Day 2022 
is scheduled

Amateur Radio Field 
Day 2022 will be con-
ducted from 2 p.m. on 
June 25 to 2 p.m. on June 
26 at the Citrus County 
Emergency Operations 
Center, 3549 Saunders 
Way, Lecanto.

Field Day is a nation-
al event held by amateur 
radio operators through-
out the United States and 
Canada.

This exercise includes 
a simulation of a nation-
wide or regional emer-
gency incident affecting 
communications.

Scenarios will test what 
can happen when all 
phones are unusable, the 
internet is not available 
and the electric power 
grid is down.

All are welcome. There 
is no fee to attend.

On June 20 at 7 p.m., 
during the regular club 
monthly meeting, they 
will be planning for Field 
Day at the Emergency 
Operations Center, 3549 
Saunders Way, Lecanto. 
All are welcomed, even if 
not a ham radio operator.

For more information, 
contact John Bescher, 
N4DXI, at 352-220-8530 
or n4dxi@aol.com.

New Tax Collector’s 
Office self-serve 
kiosk available

Skip the line at the Tax 
Collector’s Office and re-
new vehicle registrations 
at the self-service kiosk 
located inside the Shop-
pes of Citrus Hill Publix.

Using this touch screen 
technology, the kiosk al-
lows pay by credit card 
to receive vehicle regis-
trations and decals in less 
than two minutes.

Simply enter a registra-
tion renewal notice PIN 
or license plate number 
and the date of birth of 
the first registered own-
er, pay fees via credit or 
debit card and the regis-
tration form and license 
plate decal prints imme-
diately.

An additional 2.3 per-
cent third-party fee ap-
plies when using a credit 
or debit card, plus a $3.95 
kiosk fee.

Registration renew-
als can be renewed at a 
self-service kiosk only 
if the registration has no 
stops or holds and does not 
require a new license plate 
to be issued. If current in-
surance is not on file this 
will also deter renewing at 
the kiosk as well.

For more information, 
visit citrustc.us. The Tax 
Collector’s Office does 
not retain any portion of 
the third-party fees.
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IN BRIEF

Citrus jobless rate up 0.2% in May

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County’s unemployment 
rate for May was 3.5  percent, up, 
0.2  percent from a month earlier, 
according to data released Friday 
by the Florida Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity (FDEO).

Here are highlights:
 ■ Citrus County’s labor force in-

creased by 374 over the month to 
47,858.

 ■ The number of employed rose 
by 253 to 46,182 and the number 
of unemployed increased by 121, 
to 1,676.

 ■ Compared to May 2021, 
when the unemployment rate was 
5.6  percent, the county’s labor 
force rose by 256, there are 1,256 
more employed and exactly 1,000 

fewer unemployed.
Citrus County 

tied with Hamilton 
County for third 
highest in the state. 
Highlands and Put-
nam had the highest 
rates at 3.6  percent 
and Monroe Coun-
ty the lowest at 

1.5 percent.
Florida’s unemployment rate for 

May was 2.5  percent down from 

2.4 percent in April.
“While we continue to see histor-

ically low unemployment numbers, 
area businesses are growing and 
hiring and training at a very fast 
rate,” said Dale French, Career-
Source Citrus Levy Marion (CLM) 
executive vice president.

The CareerSource CLM will 
sponsor a Citrus County Job Fair 
from 3:30-5 p.m. June 21 at the 
College of Central Florida’s Citrus 
Campus in Lecanto.

Job fair slated for  
Tuesday at CF Lecanto

FRENCH

Inverness 
council to 
consider 
waste 
collection 
price hike
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

The Inverness City Coun-
cil and city residents will 
have the chance Tuesday for 
some trash talk.

The council will consider 
its city manager’s request 
during its regularly sched-
uled public meeting when 
he will ask permission to 
hike the city’s monthly 
waste collection fee.

The current monthly res-
idential rate for fiscal year 
2021-22 is $10.15.

GFL Environmental Inc. 
contracts with Waste Man-
agement to perform the 
work.

The city initially began 
charging to pick up res-
idential waste in fiscal 
2021-22. The cost was 
$9.85 a month.

Until it was implemented, 
the city paid for residential 
trash pickup using gener-
al property taxes. But with 
most property owners utiliz-
ing homestead exemptions, 
the city council found that 
many city residents weren’t 
paying enough property 
taxes to cover the cost of the 
service they were receiving. 
So the council voted to im-
pose waste collection fees 
and tack them onto resi-
dents’ utility bills.

The city council, however, 
did not adjust property taxes 
downward to reflect the ad-
ditional revenue stream.

“Staff has reviewed the 
projected program cost for 
fiscal year 2022-2023, and 

recommends 
that the 
res ident ia l 
solid waste 
fee be set at 
$11.15 per 
res ident ia l 
unit which 
is consis-
tent with 

the forecasted 10  percent 
increase from the current 
$10.15 per residential unit 
in the development of the 
fiscal year 2022-2023 bud-
get,” wrote City Manager 
Eric Williams.

That rates are based on a 
2020 rate study by Tam-
pa-based Tindale Oliver, the 
consulting company the city 
hired to review its waste 
pickup. The study recom-
mended reviewing the rates 
annually.

The city has about 3,500 
residential customers.

Williams told the Chron-
icle Friday the proposed 
increase reflects the cost 
to provide the service and 
no more. The city bud-
geted nearly $1.2  million 
for waste collection for 

WILLIAMS

Habitat ‘blesses’ new homes

By JEFF BRYAN
Chronicle staff

A vision three-plus years 
in the works for Habitat for 
Humanity of Citrus County 
is now becoming a reality.

Habitat for Humanity at 
Citrus Springs is now un-
derway, as the first two 
homes in the development 
are under construction, 
with three more homes to 
follow closely behind.

To mark the occasion, 
Habitat officials, board 
members and partner fam-
ilies came together Satur-
day, June 18, to mark the 
nonprofit agency’s most ag-
gressive undertaking with a 
pair of Wall Blessings for 
its Habitat for Humanity 
at Citrus Springs’ develop-
ment.

This project was con-
ceived and placed under 
contract 37 months ago, 
George Rusaw president 
and CEO for Habitat for 
Humanity of Citrus County, 
told those who assembled 
for the special occasion. 
Since then, Habitat has un-
dergone all of the process-
es, including site work con-
struction. The first 100 lots 
are ready for homes, with 
five permits issued.

“It’s a special day, not just 
for the families, but for all 
of us who participate in 
the process,” said George 
Rusaw as the Conners and 
Gilmers – both Partner 
Families – were recog-
nized. “These two repre-
sent the first two families of 
our Citrus Springs’ devel-
opment.”

Conner has been consis-
tent throughout her time in 
the program, said Family 
Services Director Christine 
Erick.

“She’s done everything 

Photos by Jeff Bryan / Chronicle staff

Brian Panure a Habitat Partner Family member, uses a nail gun to assemble part of a frame Saturday, June 18, on one of two 
homes now under construction as part of Habitat for Humanity at Citrus Springs. Habitat officials hosted a Wall Blessing for the 
two homes being built in Citrus Springs.

Long-awaited 
Citrus Springs 
project underway

Dena Conner writes a note on a window ledge Saturday, June 18, in her soon-to-be newly built 
home at Habitat for Humanity’s Citrus Springs project.

Joan Gilmer, seated, prays for her son and grandson, Patrick, right, and, Ryan, on Saturday as 
their home is blessed by Father Sojan Punakkattu from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church.See HABITAT, page A2 See INVERNESS, page A5


