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Authorities search for answers about shooter / A9

Clerk’s office at 
Meadowcrest to 
temporarily close

The Citrus Coun-
ty Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller’s customer 
service location at the 
West Citrus Government 
Center in Meadowcrest 
will be closed Feb. 9-17 
for safety and Americans 
With Disabilities Act 
(ADA) compliance reno-
vations.

People who need help 
with traffic and court pay-
ments, injunctions and 
filing cases can visit the 
Citrus County courthouse 
at 110 North Apopka Ave. 
in Inverness.

Customers can seek 
help online at www.citrus 
clerk.org or by calling 
352-341-6424.

Learn about 
bluebirds with 
Wildlife Club

Learn all about blue-
birds at the Wildlife Club 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, Jan. 24, at the Nature 
Coast Unitarian Univer-
salists (NCUU) fellowship 
hall, 7633 N. Florida Ave., 
Citrus Springs.

Alice Mary Herden, rec-
reation program specialist 
from Citrus County Parks 
and Recreation Office, 
will have a program on 
all aspects of bluebirds, 
their habits, habitats and 
conservation.

Rey Wells, Citrus Coun-
ty field trip coordinator 
and Audubon Society pho-
tographer, will be show-
ing many of his beautiful 
photographs of bluebirds 
taken over the years.

The doors will open at 
6:30 p.m. and all are wel-
come to this free event. 
The presentations will 
begin at 7 p.m.

Chronicle  
to host open  
house Thursday

The Citrus County 
Chronicle will host an 
outdoor open house from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 26, at its offices 
at 1624 N. Meadowcrest 
Blvd., Crystal River.

There will be free hot 
dogs and water, courtesy 
of Mike Scott Plumbing, 
as well as coffee and 
doughnuts (while sup-
plies last). In addition, 
tours of the press will be 
given. There will also be 
live entertainment, fea-
turing Cool Corporate 
Cats, a Blues band, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For information, call 
352-563-5592.

Academy of 
Environmental 
Science needs 
donations

The Academy of En-
vironmental Science is 
asking for community 
support as the school is in 
danger of having to close 
next school year.

The school needs to 
raise $350,000 by Jan. 
31 to meet construction 
deadlines or else it will 
not be able to open next 
school year.

Those who wish to do-
nate, donations can be 
made by cash, check or 
online at citrusschools.
revtrak.net/academy-of 
-environmental-science/
aes-donation.

For those who would 
like to make a donation 
by check to the Academy 
of Environmental Sci-
ence toward the cost of 
much-needed repairs, mail 
it to: Academy of Environ-
mental Science, 12695 W 
Fort Island Trail, Crystal 
River, FL 34429.
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IN BRIEF County plan to fill in pool met with resistance
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

County Commissioners on 
Tuesday will discuss spend-
ing up to $24,620 to fill in 
the empty Central Ridge 
pool with concrete.

The county closed the 
pool in 2019 due to poor 
attendance and high main-
tenance costs. It’s sat empty 
ever since.

The Beverly Hills Rec-
reation Association once 
owned the pool, Beverly 

Park and 
community 
center. The 
county took 
it over when 
the associa-
tion could no 
longer afford 
it, creating 

the Central Ridge Commu-
nity Park.

County Commission 
Chairwoman Ruthie Schla-
bach told the Chronicle the 
board approved filling it in 
last October and she put it 

on the agenda for Tuesday.
“It’s unsafe and not repair-

able, according to staff,” 
Schlabach said.

There’s been no official 
county staff report regard-
ing pool safety, according to 
county spokeswoman Veron-
ica Kampschroer. However, 
there have been discussions 
between the county and the 
Florida Department of Health 
regarding the safety of re-
opening the pool in its current 
condition, she said.

Civic association presi-

dent Harvey Gerber is ask-
ing people to show up at 
Tuesday’s meeting to op-
pose filling the pool with 
concrete and back a differ-
ent proposal.

At a recent Keep the Pool 
Open Committee meeting, 
members discussed asking 
the commissioners to sell 
the pool – along with a small 
piece of vacant land about 
200 yards away – to Nature 
Coast Affordable Housing 
Corporation (NCAHC).

That entity would refur-

bish the pool and build a 
playground to be used for 
free by the children of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cit-
rus County. Civic associa-
tion members could use it 
for a reduced fee.

County commissioners 
will meet at 1 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Citrus County Court-
house, 110 N. Apopka Ave., 
Inverness.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.
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Day of somber celebration

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

As Inverness Mayor Bob 
Plaisted greeted the 100 
or so pro-life supporters at 
the annual Citrus County 
Right to Life Roe v. Wade 
Memorial Service Mon-
day, Jan. 23, at the Historic 
Courthouse in Inverness, he 
called it a “somber anniver-
sary but also a time for joy.”

It’s somber, he said, be-
cause they had gathered to 
mark the 50th anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade, the land-
mark Jan. 22, 1973, U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
legalizing abortion on de-
mand.

More than 64 million 
abortions have taken place 
in the U.S. in the past 50 
years.

“But it’s a time of celebra-
tion because the decision 
was overturned by the Su-
preme Court,” he said.

On June 24, 2022, af-
ter a review of Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of Dobbs regarding 
the constitutionality of the 
2018 Mississippi state law 
that banned abortions after  
the first 15 weeks of preg-
nancy.

The result of this ruling 
overturned Roe v. Wade, 
ending the federal consti-
tutional right to abortion in 
the United States.

Kathleen Indelicato, Cit-

rus County Right to Life 
president, said, “As every-
one is aware, based upon 
the Supreme Court over-
turning Roe v. Wade, the in-
dividual states now have the 
power to determine abortion 
rights.

“Florida allows abortion 
up to 15 weeks,” she said. 
“Pro-abortion individu-
als make a lot of noise and 
are more visually active 
than pro-life individuals…
and one of our causes is to 

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Those visitors to the Citrus County Right to Life Roe v. Wade Memorial Service like Dolores Her-
manson, front, bow their heads and fold their hands in prayer Monday afternoon, Jan. 23, at the 
Historic Courthouse in Inverness. The service recognized the 50th anniversary of the landmark 
Supreme Court decision that was recently overturned.

‘Right to Life’ supporters 

mark 50th anniversary 

of Roe v. Wade, 

celebrate its overturning

Stephanie Bell and Barb Gosa, representing the Pregnancy & 
Family Life Center of Citrus County and Citrus Pregnancy Cen-
ter address a crowd gathered Monday, Jan. 23, outside of the 
Historic Courthouse in downtown Inverness. The Citrus County 
Right to Life held a memorial service commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade.

Chili’s, Capital City 
Bank celebrate 
grand openings
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

After a soft opening this 
last weekend, the new 
Chili’s in Inverness had 
its official grand opening 

Monday.
T h e 

restaurant 
is sharing 
space with 
C a p i t a l 
City Bank 
at the new 
Corta Com-

mons at 800 W. Main St., 
by State Road 44 and U.S. 
41. The bank also opened 
Monday.

Inverness City Manager 
Eric Williams believes the 
new stores and restaurants 
will be a good fit for the 
city.

“I think you just have a 
good opportunity for rede-
velopment, especially right 
here on the highway,” he 
said.

The only other Chili’s in 
the county is off U.S. 19 in 
Crystal River.

“We’re so excited to be 
open in Inverness, elim-
inating a 25-plus-minute 
commute for locals to get 
their fix on hand-shak-
en (margaritas) and siz-
zling fajitas,” said Chili’s 
spokesman Jake Young.

This Chili’s is differ-
ent because most are 

free-standing.
The old Regions Bank, 

which had been at that 
site for 30 years, was torn 
down last year to make 
way for the plaza. Regions 
opted for a smaller branch 
almost directly across the 
street.

Young said the Chili’s is 
opening with a full staff 
of 80 team members. Em-
ployee training has been 
going on and the wait to 
open “wasn’t anything 
stemming from staffing is-
sues.”

Inverness City Manager 
Eric Williams said both 
chains, along with more 
coming, will be a good fit 
for the city.

“You have a good oppor-
tunity for redevelopment 
along the highway,” he 
said.

Chipotle
Construction is moving 

fast at the site of the new 
Chipotle Mexican Grill at 
911 Main St. in Inverness.

The location used to 
be home to Joe’s Fami-
ly Restaurant but after 28 
years, the family decided 
to open a smaller, 155-seat 
building nearby at 1754 
U.S. 41 North, a former art 
studio next to the Roller 
Barn.

WILLIAMS

Florida’s rejection of 
AP Black studies 
course stirs debate
By TERRY SPENCER 
and ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE
Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE 
— Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis reiterated Monday 
the state’s rejection of a 
proposed nationwide ad-

vanced Af-
rican Amer-
ican studies 
course, say-
ing it push-
es a politi-
cal agenda 
– something 
three au-
thors cited 

in the state’s criticism ac-
cused him of doing in re-
turn.

DeSantis said his ad-
ministration rejected the 
College Board’s Advanced 
Placement African Ameri-
can Studies course because 
“we want education, not 
indoctrination.” It was re-
vealed last week that the 
Florida Department of Ed-
ucation recently told the 
College Board it would bar 
the course unless changes 
are made.

The state then issued a 
chart late Friday that says 

the course promotes the 
idea that modern American 
society oppresses Black 
people, other minorities 
and women, includes a 
chapter on “Black Queer 
Studies” that the adminis-
tration finds inappropriate, 
and uses articles by critics 
of capitalism.

The governor said the 
course violates legislation 
dubbed the Stop WOKE 
Act he signed last year. It 
bars instruction that defines 
people as necessarily op-
pressed or privileged based 
on their race. At least some 
writers the course cites be-
lieve modern U.S. society 
endorses white supremacy 
while oppressing racial mi-
norities, gays and women.

“This course on Black 
history, what’s one of the 
lessons about? Queer the-
ory. Now who would say 
that an important part of 
Black history is queer 
theory? That is somebody 
pushing an agenda,” said 
DeSantis, a possible Re-
publican presidential can-
didate in 2024.
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