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Controversial bill 
could face lawsuit

L G B T Q - a d v o c a c y 
groups and federal edu-
cation officials Monday 
condemned Gov. Ron 
DeSantis for signing a 
bill that will bar instruc-
tion about sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity 
in early school grades, 
with one organization 
pledging to file a lawsuit. 
In part, the measure (HB 
1557) will prohibit in-
struction on sexual orien-
tation and gender identity 
in kindergarten through 
third grade and require 
that such instruction in 
older grades is “age-ap-
propriate” in accordance 
with state academic stan-
dards.

The LGBTQ-advocacy 
group Equality Florida 
held a news conference 
and said it plans to file 
a lawsuit against the 
measure, which critics 
dubbed the “don’t say 
gay” bill.

“Litigation is coming. 
And it will be swift and 
fierce, and we believe 
successful,” said Joe 
Saunders, the organiza-
tion’s political director 
and a former state law-
maker.

DeSantis’ signing of the 
bill also drew an objec-
tion from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, which 
has locked horns with 
the governor in the past 
over issues such as mask 
requirements in schools 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. U.S. Secretary 
of Education Miguel Car-
dona said in a statement 
that the department will 
be “monitoring this law 
upon implementation to 
evaluate whether it vio-
lates federal civil rights 
law.”

DeSantis and other 
proponents of the mea-
sure have disputed the 
“don’t say gay” moni-
ker. The bill’s sponsors 
titled it, “Parental Rights 
in Education.” During 
a bill-signing event in 
Spring Hill, DeSantis 
said, “Parents have a fun-
damental role in the ed-
ucation, health care and 
well-being of their chil-
dren. We will not move 
from that.”
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IN BRIEF CR eyes upgrade to volunteer fire brigade

By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Crystal River’s leaders 
want to get ahead with a 
funding strategy to keep 
the city’s fire department 
going with dedicated first 
responders.

City Council was in favor 
Monday evening, March 
28, of reviewing city staff’s 
budget recommendations 
on how to proceed with up-
grading the on-call volun-
teer fire brigade.

“Things are just rolling 
into where we’re going to 
have to change,” Council-
man Pat Fitzpatrick said. 
“The only thing that’s con-
stant in this world is change, 
so we’ll just have to change 
a little bit.”

City Manager Ken Frink 
said council will probably 

see a “first 
glimpse” of 
staff’s sug-
gestions at its 
first budget 
workshop on 
May 4.

“Fire ser-
vices is 
probably one 

of the most fundamental 
services a city can provide 
to its citizens,” he said, “and 

we all owe a debt of grati-
tude to Jack and all of the 

v o l u n t e e r 
firemen and 
f i r e w o m -
e n … t h a t 
have served 
the city and 
done such a 
good job in 
the past.”

City Fire 
Chief and Assistant City 
Manager Brown “Jack” Du-
mas III told council the fire 

department and its 21 mem-
bers are still able to provide 
city residents and business-
es with adequate responses 
but issues “have presented 
themselves that need to be 
discussed.”

“I’m not coming as Chick-
en Little,” he said, “the sky 
is not falling.”

Mayor Joe Meek was ab-
sent Monday. Vice Mayor 
Ken Brown presided over 

City council to review 
staff’s budget 
recommendations

FRINK DUMAS III

Demand for new and used homes remains strong
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Any thoughts that the hous-
ing market was cooling off 
were dashed in February 
when Florida Realtors re-
leased the latest statistics.

Closed sales are up, home 
prices are soaring and inven-
tory remains low.

On the new-home construc-
tion side, it’s the same story. 
Builders are seeing plenty of 
work.

“I’m literally getting eight to 
nine phone calls a week from 
people looking for houses,” 
said Bruce Kaufman, presi-
dent of Kaufman Construc-
tion in Homosassa.

Kaufman said the problems 
plaguing his counterparts na-
tionwide – supply shortages 
and a dwindling labor force 
– haven’t affected him.

“The only thing I’m seeing 
is a price increase that’s pret-
ty substantial in the last six to 
eight months,” he said.

Right now, there is a furi-
ous demand for new homes 
in Citrus County. And, giv-
en current market conditions 
and the median cost of used 
homes ($260,000), there’s 
not much difference in get-
ting a new home versus an 
existing one, he said.

“We’re building 50 homes a 
year – one a week,” Kaufman 
said.

Pine Ridge, he said, is es-
pecially a hot market for new 
single-family home construc-
tion.

The majority of customers 
are retirees and they’re com-
ing from all over Florida and 
the nation, he said.

The Citrus County Building 
Division supplied this snap-

shot of single-family permit 
applications over the past 22 
years:

 ■ 2000: 1,263.
 ■ 2001: 1,133.
 ■ 2002: 1,184.
 ■ 2003: 1,714.
 ■ 2004: 2,457.
 ■ 2005: 3,309.

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

A roofer works Tuesday, March 29, atop a new home in Citrus Springs’ new Timber Pines community built by Adams Homes.

Dozens of new homes are 
under construction in the Cit-
rus Springs area in northeast 

Citrus County. These, made by 
Adams Homes, are in the new 

Timber Pines community off 
North Deltona Boulevard.

Health officials to focus on virus protection in minority community
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Getting more people of 
color vaccinated against the 
coronavirus and learning 
about minority health dis-
parities will be the goal of 
the Department of Health 
in Citrus County during 
April’s National Minority 
Health Month.

The DOH in Citrus 
County will on Saturday, 
April 9, host the “Give 
Our Community a Boost” 
event 10 a.m.to noon at 
the George Washing-
ton Carver Community 

Center, 95 Three Sisters 
Springs Trail, Crystal Riv-
er. The event is free to the  
public.

The event is part of a 
larger national observation 
spearheaded by the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services Office of 
Minority Health.

The DOH chose this 
year’s theme, “Give Your 
Community a Boost!”, 
to highlight the impor-
tance of COVID-19 vac-
cinations, particular-
ly boosters, to fight the  
pandemic.

COVID-19 has dispropor-

tionately impacted commu-
nities of color, so the goal 
of the event is to increase 
the community’s knowl-
edge and understanding of 
health equity and health 
disparities, the Department 
of Health in Citrus County 
said in a news release an-
nouncing the event.

According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, whites 
made up 60.1 percent of the 
U.S. population but only 
53.6 percent of coronavirus 
cases as of March 29.

Hispanics made up 18.5 
percent of the US popu-

lation, but accounted for 
25 percent of COVID-19 
cases, according to the 
CDC. Blacks accounted for 
12.5 percent of the popu-
lation and 12.3 percent of 
the COVID-19 cases, but 
14 percent of COVID-19 
deaths. Native Americans 
accounted for 0.7 percent 
of the population, but 1.1 
percent of cases.

U.S. citizens of mixed 
race accounted for 2.2 per-
cent of the population, but 
4 percent of COVID-19 
cases

DOH-Citrus will offer 
the Moderna and Pfizer 

COVID-19 vaccines (first, 
second and third doses, as 
well as boosters) and lipid, 
blood glucose and blood 
pressure screenings.

The Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) Program 
will also offer free hemo-
globin checks and offer nu-
trition education, including 
a healthy snack demonstra-
tion

Healthy Babies will pres-
ent information on safe 
sleep, breastfeeding and 
car seat safety.

The event will also focus 
on encouraging minorities 
to get vaccinated for other 

preventable diseases, such 
as influenza.

In 2020, the most recent 
year data was available, 
the death rate from influen-
za and pneumonia among 
whites in Citrus county 
was 3.9 per 100,000 resi-
dents, according to Flori-
da HealthCharts. Among 
Blacks and other minori-
ties, it was 11.4.

That was also the case 
throughout Florida with 
whites seeing a death rate 
from influenza and pneu-
monia at 9.4, but Blacks 
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