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County tops $2M in animal shelter donations

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The numbers are in: Citrus 
County has collected $2.19 
million in private donations 
since 2021 to help offset 
costs of a new animal shel-
ter.

If you include alternative 
funding sources, the total is 
$3.3 million.

And that’s without the 
benefit of a formal fundrais-
er. It also doesn’t include 
the $500,000 State Rep. 
Ralph Massullo and his 
wife, Patricia, have offered 
to contribute.

What does this all mean?
“It means there are a lot 

of people in the county who 

are passionate about hav-
ing a quality animal shelter 
to service the population,” 
Commissioner Holly Davis 
told the Chronicle.

The project lost traction 
recently when a consultant 
came back with a $22 mil-
lion price tag – $13 million 
more than the county wants 
to spend.

County Commission 
Chairwoman Ruthie Schla-
bach has been pushing for 
the new shelter since she 
was elected in 2020. She 
has said conditions at the 
current facility are cramped 
and unsafe.

“I’m going to see this 
through,” Schlabach told a 
packed crowd at last month’s 

Citrus County Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon.

Tocoi Engineering and 

MLM-Martin Architects 
will present county com-
missioners with a low-

er-cost conceptual design 
at a workshop, tentatively 
scheduled for April 11.

Because commissioners 
cannot vote at workshops, 
the matter will likely be 
brought back at a regular 
meeting for a vote.

Davis said the county needs 
a facility that is right-sized 
for today and planned for ex-
pansion so tax dollars can go 
farther over the decades.

“The right thing to do 
from a fiscal standpoint but 
also serving various con-
stituencies in the county is 
exactly the track we’re on,” 
she said. “Find the basics 
with county taxes dollars 
and the wonderful add-ons 
that can leverage the asset 
of the shelter can be han-
dled by donations.”

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.

Total now $3.3 million 
including alternative 
funding sources
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The existing Citrus County Animal Shelter is located near the Inverness Airport and Citrus County 
Fairgrounds.

DAVIS SCHLABACH

Discovery Channel 
showcases county

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus Countians already 
know the treasures they 
have in their own backyard: 
manatee-watching, scallop-
ing, abundant nature trails, 
pristine waterways and his-
toric sites.

The rest of the world is 
about to find out, too.

The Discovery Channel 
last year debuted a high-
ly rated show called “RV 
There Yet?” which features 
enthusiasts who travel the 
country in their recreation-
al vehicles in search of new 
sights.

The TV and film crew vis-
ited Citrus County in Febru-
ary to explore Crystal River, 
Homosassa and Inverness. 
They drove their Winneba-
go here and spent five days 
camping, riding on airboats, 
cycling, horseback riding, 
getting up-close with man-
atees, kayaking and dining.

To say that hosts Kevin 
and Patrice McCabe were 
blown away is an under-
statement.

“Our trip to Crystal River 
and exploring the Nature 
Coast of Florida was better 
than we ever imagined,” 
Patrice McCabe said. “We 

live in Lutz, so the hour-
long RV drive was easy, but 
it felt like we drove right 
into old Florida.”

The half-hour episode fea-
turing Crystal River and In-
verness premieres at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, March 11, on 
Discovery Channel. It also 
airs Saturday, June 10, at 
7:30 a.m. on MotorTrend.

“Our first venture out 
was to Wild Bill’s Airboat 
Tours where we met Steve 
and Dave, our pilots for the 
day,” Patricia McCabe said

Later in their trip, the Mc-
Cabes took a manatee tour 
and found out why tourists 
worldwide come to Crystal 
River to get up close and 
personal with these gentle 
giants.

“They’re swimming right 
up to both of us – they’re 
checking us out,” she said. 
“I froze. I even forgot to 
breathe at one point. They 
are enormous, gentle giants 
and fascinating creatures. 
We had mamas with their 
pups all around us, just 
floating, sinking to the bot-
tom, coming up for air and 
to check us out. It was an 
absolutely amazing and ex-
hilarating experience.”

The sponsorship was made 
in partnership with the Cit-
rus County Tourism Devel-
opment Council. While the 
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Three Sisters Springs is not only popular for fish and aquatic mammals such as manatees, but humans as well. The Discovery 
Channel hosts took a manatee tour and found out why tourists worldwide come to Crystal River to get up close and personal with 
these gentle giants.

‘RV There Yet?’ crew 
spend five days here

Cycling is a widely popular sport with RVers and others. The 
Withlacoochee State Trail offers riders miles of smooth, even 
surface on which to ride.

DeSantis says U.S. should be like Florida in State of the State address
By BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
and ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Flor-
ida Gov. Ron DeSantis posi-
tioned himself as the archi-
tect of a new conservative 
vision for the nation during 
a State of the State address 
on Tuesday that champi-
oned his aggressive stances 
through the pandemic and 

culture wars as a blueprint 
for Republican leadership.

The address came at the 
outset of a 60-day legisla-
tive session that has added 
political significance be-
cause it is expected to serve 
as a platform for DeSantis’ 
highly expected presidential 
campaign.

“We defied the experts. 
We bucked the elites. We 
ignored the chatter. We did 

it our way, the Florida way,” 
DeSantis told lawmakers in 
Tallahassee. “And the re-
sult is that we are the num-
ber one destination for our 
fellow Americans who are 
looking for a better life.”

The Legislature’s Repub-
lican supermajority is eager 
to promote DeSantis’ politi-
cal prospects and is expect-
ed to rubber stamp virtually 
all of his agenda, which is 

packed with issues ranging 
from race to immigration 
to gender that could prove 
popular in a GOP presiden-
tial primary.

Instead of focusing on ris-
ing rents and cost of living, 
a property insurance market 
that’s in distress and prepar-
ing for rising sea levels in a 
state vulnerable to climate 
change, DeSantis kicked off 
a session where the GOP 

will push issues like telling 
teachers which pronouns 
they can use for students, 
making guns more avail-
able to Floridians, keeping 
immigrants that are in the 
country illegally out of the 
state, and criminalizing 
some drag shows as Tennes-
see recently did.

In his speech, DeSantis 
ran through the conservative 
accomplishments of his ten-

ure thus far and highlighted 
upcoming measures that 
will be popular with some 
Republican primary voters, 
such as a proposal to elim-
inate concealed firearms 
permits.

In a signal of the Repub-
lican policy schedule to 
come, a GOP lawmaker on 
Tuesday introduced a bill 
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