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Soccer: U.S. opens World Cup with draw against Wales / B1

Light Up the 
Lake & Lamp 
Post Competition 
applications

Join the city of Inver-
ness Saturday, Dec. 3, at 
Liberty Park for Light Up 
the Lake, the Lamp Post 
Contest and Boat Parade.

Lamp Post Decorating 
applications are avail-
able; email kbrown@
inverness.gov to get an 
application. Deadline to 
apply is Wednesday.

For Boat Parade infor-
mation, email parts@
apopkamarine.com or 
thecovepubandgrub@
gmail.com or call 352-
344-5894.

Church brings 
back Thanksgiving 
dinner

After a two-year 
COVID-19 break, Crystal 
River First Baptist Church 
plans to observe its 14th 
annual community free 
Thanksgiving dinner.

The meal is offered to 
those who may be alone 
that day, those who can-
not afford to prepare a 
special meal and anyone 
else who would enjoy 
their meal in a friend-
ly setting. Food for 500 
people is prepared in 
the church kitchen and 
served during the hours 
of noon to 3 p.m. Thanks-
giving Day, Nov. 24.

Those interested in 
helping in some way 
should call the church of-
fice at 352-795-3367.

Everyone is welcome 
at 700 N. Citrus Ave. on 
Nov. 24 for the meal and 
fellowship (Thanksgiving 
Day Parades on the big 
screen). No ticket is need-
ed and there is no charge; 
however, it would be 
helpful if those who plan 
to attend would call and 
let organizers know how 
many to expect from your 
household. Doors will not 
open before 11:45 a.m.

First Baptist Church 
of Crystal River can be 
reached at 352-795-3367.

Frontier Christmas  
event to be held

The Duval Preservation 
Trust Inc. announces “A 
Frontier Christmas” event 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 3, at the 1863 
Duval-Metz House, 7801 
S. Old Floral City Road.

The purpose is to in-
crease awareness and gain 
support for The Vision of 
a frontier homestead and 
an example of the Native 
American village of “To-
caste” and “Cho-illy-had-
jo” that were once nearby.

No entry fee; donations 
and silent auction partici-
pation will be appreciated.

Guests will be provided 
with a VIP tag at the en-
trance for the holiday tast-
ings, music and house tour.

Those who are attend-
ing, let them know by 
calling 352-726-7740 or 
texting 352-634-4781.
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IN BRIEF

Bays, Finegan to be sworn in today
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Newly elected county 
commissioners Rebecca 
Bays and Diana Finegan 
will be sworn-in during 
Tuesday’s board meeting.

Republican Bays replaces 
Scott Carnahan’s District 4 
seat while Republican Fine-
gan takes over Ron Kitchen 
Jr.’s District 2 post.

The rest of the meeting 
will be light, mostly house-

keeping items pertaining to 
the new board and a run-
down on the commission 
meeting schedule for 2023.

The board will also pro-
claim the month of Novem-

ber as National Adoption 
Month in Citrus County.

The Chronicle asked Bays 
and Finegan if they plan to 
dive in right from the begin-
ning of their terms or take a 
careful dip at first.

Here’s what they said:
Bays: “I’m very excited to 

get to work and looking for-
ward to having Steve How-
ard, the new administrator, 
on board.”

We are a county with a tre-
mendous amount of new de-

velopment approved and/or 
proposed, Bays said, and we 
have only one opportunity 
to make sure that the scope 
of the projects are designed 
and implemented with a di-
rection that maintains or en-
hances the quality of life for 
our citizens.

“That includes a mas-
ter transportation plan and 
funding sources, review 
of our comprehensive and 
land development plan and 
utility infrastructure,” Bays 

added. “The board needs to 
do the deep dive, getting our 
arms around the existing 
and planned projects with 
emphasis on timelines and 
funding.

“We must look at grant or 
appropriation dollars and 
make sure we aren’t in dan-
ger of running out of time 
to get the project done and 
lose the funding source, 
Bays said, citing examples 

BAYS FINEGAN

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Palm trees and candy canes are the theme of the day at the Crystal River district office of the Withlacoochee Electric Co-op. 
With the assistance of a bucket truck, lineman apprentice Matthew Doherty wraps colorful strands of lights on the trees as 
part of the company’s annual holiday decoration display on State Road 44. Tens of thousands of lights and seasonal ornaments 
highlight the festive display that will be illuminated for travelers beginning Wednesday and last through Christmas.

WITHLACOOCHEE ELECTRIC ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS LIGHT DISPLAY

Holiday 
cooking 
safety tips

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

It’s all fun and games at 
family Thanksgiving re-
unions until someone gets 
third-degree burns.

Fried food is as Ameri-
can as apple pie, which can 
also be deep fried, so it was 
no surprise when about 20 
years ago we began com-
bining our love of frying 
with our tradition of turkey 
dinner during Thanksgiv-
ing.

In most cases the outcome 
is a fried bird, moist with a 
sweet crunchy exterior in 
only a fraction of the cook-
ing time compared with a 
turkey out of the oven. In a 
few cases, not so much.

Each year Thanksgiving 
is ruined when deep frying 
turkeys is responsible for an 
average of five deaths, 60 
injuries, and the destruction 
of 900 homes, according to 
the National Fire Protection 
Association.

And the statistic of 
Thanksgiving being the 
peak day for home cooking 
fires each year is no myth.

In 2019, on Thanksgiv-
ing Day an estimated 1,400 
home cooking fires were 
reported to U.S. fire de-
partments, according to the 
NFPA. That was a 228 per-
cent increase over the daily 
U.S. average.

Of those cooking fires, 
about 1,000 each year are 
due to cooking with deep 
fryers, according to State 
Farm insurance, which 
tracks home fires and their 
cause.

More than a third of 
Thanksgiving fires start in 
garages or patios.

Overall, between 2017 and 
2019, there was an average 
of 2,300 residential fires 
reported on Thanksgiving 
Day, according to the U.S. 
Fire Administration.

Given that many Thanks-
giving Day fires result from 
submerging a turkey into 
gallons of hot oil in a vat, 

You, your turkey, and 

your deep fryer

Endangered status sought for starving manatees
By CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG — 
Manatees that are dying by 
the hundreds mainly from 
pollution-caused starva-
tion in Florida should once 
again be listed as an endan-
gered species, environmen-
tal groups said Monday in a 
petition seeking the change.

The petition filed with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service contends it was an 
error to take manatees off 
the endangered list in 2017, 
leaving the slow-moving 
marine mammals listed 
only as threatened. They 
had been listed as endan-
gered since 1973.

“The Fish and Wildlife 
Service now has the oppor-
tunity to correct its mistake 
and protect these desperate-
ly imperiled animals,” said 
Ragan Whitlock, attorney 

for the Florida-based Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity.

Under the Endangered 
Species Act, a species is 
considered endangered if it 
is “in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a signifi-
cant portion of its range.” 
A threatened species is one 

that may become endan-
gered in the foreseeable 
future.

The petition, also spon-
sored by the Save the Man-
atee Club, Miami Water-
keeper and others, contends 
that pollution from fertilizer 
runoff, leaking septic tanks, 

wastewater discharges and 
increased development is 
triggering algae blooms 
that have killed much of the 
seagrass on which manatees 
depend, especially on Flori-
da’s east coast.

That resulted in the deaths 
mainly from starvation of a 
record 1,100 manatees in 
2021 and is continuing this 
year, with at least 736 man-
atee deaths reported as of 
Nov. 11, according to the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. 
The 2021 deaths represent-
ed 13 percent of all man-
atees estimated to live in 
Florida waters.

Placing the manatee 
back on the endangered 
list would enhance federal 
scrutiny of projects and is-
sues that involve manatees 
and bring more resources 

Lynne Sladky / AP

A group of manatees are pictured in a canal where discharge 
from a nearby Florida Power & Light plant warms the water in 
Fort Lauderdale., on Dec. 28, 2010.
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