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Fast-growing local singles cruise club forges memorable trips, new friendships
By BARBARA GREEN

After 15 months of 
COVID shutting down 

the cruise industry, in Au-
gust of 2021, I was ready 
to take advantage of the 
fantastic deals (especially 
for solo travelers) Cruise 
Lines were offering to get 
passengers back on the high 
seas. Problem was, none of 
my friends or family were 
interested in joining me, 
and I just did not feel com-
fortable traveling alone.

I figured I couldn’t be 
the only single woman out 
there with this issue, so I 
set up a free group page on 
Nextdoor called “All the 
Single Ladies Cruise Club.” 
Within days, over 30 ladies 

had signed up!
The next step was to pick 

a cruise. I chose a three-
night cruise to the Bahamas 
out of Port Canaveral for 
September 2021 on the 
MSC Divina. At a price of 
$189.00 including port tax-
es for a solo balcony room, 
how could we go wrong?

Two brave ladies, Terriann 
and Marcia, joined me on 
my adventure. We had an 
absolute ball, and though 
we didn’t know each other 
before the cruise, by the 
end of it we were – and 
remain – fast friends.

Fresh from that success-
ful trip, I planned another 
three-night Bahamas cruise 
for February 2022 (this 
time on the MSC Mer-

aviglia), and three new 
ladies joined me. Again, we 
had a blast, and I gained 
more lovely friends.

In April 2022, we had our 
largest group of 14 ladies 
on the MSC Meraviglia 
for a four-night Bahamas 
cruise.

Our next cruise, in May 
2022, was a five-night 
cruise to Roatan, Honduras, 
and Cozumel, Mexico, out 
of Tampa on the Carni-
val Paradise. Although 
MSC is well known for 
not charging double to 
solo travelers in a cabin, 
this Carnival cruise was 
unusual in that there was 
no surcharge, so it was a Barbara, Meta, June, Barb, Mary, Marilyn and Laurie on the third cruise trip for All the Single Ladies 

Cruise Club. The Nextdoor app group has grown to nearly 200 members since its founding last 
year.

OAK RUN LIVING

PACOR fall  
musical comedy

The Performing Arts 
Company of Oak Run (PA-
COR) proudly presents an 
original musical comedy, 
“Mr. Potts Bites the Dust,” 
written by Dick Caza. Mu-
sic and lyrics are composed 
by Marci Hutto.

The show has been in re-
hearsals for several weeks. 
Every cast member contin-
ues to build on their char-
acter, bringing this produc-
tion to life. One example 
of many is the maid, Lilly, 
played by Sherry Jacobs. 
With her cockney accent, 
wit, and natural humor, she 
will surely delight the audi-
ence. Mr. Potts, played by 
Jeff Kines, is convincing in 
his role of a very frustrated 
“Lord of the Estate.”

Tickets will be available 
on these dates at the Orchid 
Club: Saturday Sept. 10 
(9-10:30); Saturday Sept. 
24 (8-10); Saturday Oct. 1 
(8-10); Saturday Oct. 8 (8-
10); and Saturday Oct. 15 
(8-10).

Dinner theater tickets are 
$32; reserved tickets are 
$10; general admission 
tickets are $8.

For more information, 
call Mary Young at 631-

355-5998. We hope to see 
you in attendance at one of 
our performances. Come 
support your friends and 
neighbors in all their ef-
forts.

New England Club 
game night

Our next event is a game 
night scheduled for Thurs-
day, Sept. 22, at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Orchid Club Audi-
torium. Ticket sales are 
Monday, Sept. 12, from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in 
the Orchid Club.

Game night trivia sheets 
will be on tables when you 
arrive. After dinner, there 
will be a scavenger hunt. 
Bring a large purse or bag 
full of things we may ask 
if you have – one sock, a 
pen, and toothpaste are ex-
amples; use your imagina-
tions. Also, we will play a 
few games of bingo.

Food is Italian night with 
your choice of lasagna, 
cheese ziti, or fettuccine 
alfredo. Salad and bread-
sticks and dessert will be 
provided.

Cost for the event will be 
$15.00 for members and 
$18.00 for guests.

NEWS BRIEFS

Elvis Concert  
in Dunnellon

The Dunnellon Historical 
Society is hosting an eve-
ning with Elvis in Concert, 
Saturday, Sept. 10, 6 to 
8 p.m.

The show will be held at 
the historic train depot in 
Dunnellon at 12061 S Wil-
liams St.

Dunnellon’s own Cote 
Deonath, world famous as 
a tribute artist, will be on 
stage.

Tickets are available 
through paypal at dunnellon 
depot.com and are $25 and 
$35.

Submarine  
Veterans meeting

Are you qualified? If 
you have earned your dol-
phins and were discharged 
under Honorable Condi-
tions, you are invited to 
attend the USSVI Nautilus 
Base Submarine Veteran  

meeting.
The meeting starts at 

11:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 17, at the following 
address: VFW Post 4209, 
4805 NE 36th Avenue, Oc-
ala.

Retired Nurses 
meeting Sept. 26

The Citrus/Marion Re-
tired Nurses are having 
their September meeting 
on Monday, Sept. 26, at 
Mimi’s Café, 4414 SW 
College Rd, Rte. 200, Oc-
ala, at 11:00 a.m.

Following lunch, our 
speaker will be a nurse 
from Marion Hospice, 
talking to us about pain 
management.

We will order off the 
menu.

For more information, 
call Judy Herron at 352-
860-0232 or email her at 
jlherron2@aol.com

See BRIEFS, page A9

See OAK RUN, page A17

See CRUISES, page A19

Italian-American Club throws beach 
party to cap summer in Oak Run

By RANDIE DURETZ

Oak Run’s Italian-Ameri-
can Club celebrated the 

end of the summer with a 
Beach Party Aug. 24 at the 
Orchid Club.

Residents and their friends 
wore their favorite summer 
outfits.

DJ Campbell, better known 
as an entertainer, had every-
one up on their feet dancing 
the night away. While look-
ing around the room, there 
were people dancing in their 
seats also. DJ Campbell took 
requests – nothing was pro-
grammed – and had a huge 
playlist to work with.

The tables were filled with 
many potluck main dishes 
brought to the Beach Party, 
and I can’t forget our des-
serts, which yielded amaz-
ing chocolate chip cookies, 
fresh fruit cobbler, terrific 
cupcakes and everything in 
between.

I even heard someone say, 
“I need to get the names of 
everyone who brought the de-
licious food, I’ll invite them 
to my next party.”

Paul and Emily Pike on the dance floor at the Italian-Am Club beach party.

Photos by Randie Duretz / For the Citizen

Pictured, from left, Italian-Am Club board members Mary Gaulding, Ann Hubbard, Randy Howe, Kitti Schumacher, and Bobi John-
ston.

See BEACH, page A6
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