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Special to the Citizen

GAINESVILLE — Levy 
County Commissioner 
John Meeks was recent-
ly awarded the James H. 
Montgomery Certificate of 
Outstanding Attendance by 

Scott Koons, 
E x e c u t iv e 
Director of 
the North 
C e n t r a l 
Florida Re-
gional Plan-
ning Coun-
cil. The 

Certificate was awarded in 
recognition of Commis-
sioner Meeks’ attendance 
at every scheduled council 

meeting during Program 
Year 2020-21. He has 
served on the council since 
August 2016, represent-
ing Levy County as a local 
elected official.

The council named its 
Member Attendance Rec-
ognition Program the James 
H. Montgomery Certificate 
of Outstanding Attendance 
in honor of Mr. Mont-
gomery. He served on the 

council from 1976 to 2004, 
representing the Board of 
County Commissioners of 
Columbia County, Florida. 
From 2010 to 2019, Mr. 
Montgomery served on the 
council as a gubernatorial 
appointee representing Co-
lumbia County. He served 
as Chair of the Council 
three times and provided 38 
years of distinguished lead-
ership and service.

The membership of the 
council includes local, 
elected officials and gu-
bernatorial appointees. The 
council, in partnership with 
economic development or-
ganizations and local gov-
ernments, promotes region-
al strategies, partnerships 
and solutions to strengthen 
the economic competitive-
ness and quality of life of 
12 counties and 40 incor-
porated municipalities in 
North Central Florida.
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LEVY HISTORY 
AT A GLANCE

Compiled by TONI COLLINS
Levy County Historical Society

176 years ago

1946 April 07 – David 
Levy Yulee and Nannie C. 
Wickliffe were married. 
Nannie was the daughter 
of Charles A. Wickliffe, a 
former Kentucky governor 
and Postmaster General 
under President John Ty-
ler. Yulee’s new wife was 
known in Washington as the 
AWickliffe Madonna and 
was famous for her beauty 
and strength of character.

132 years ago
1890 October 10 – The 

Lebanon Baptist Church 
and school was established. 
Two acres of land was sold 
by E.J. Lutterloh and Hora-
tio Davis to the Trustees 
of the church and school. 
Columbus E. Gaines; Wil-
liam H. Stephens; Robert T. 
King; Isham C. Stephens; 
Jonas T. Driggers; William 
H. Dias; and James H. Ste-
phens for $1. The church 
was located in the vicinity 
of present day Cedars of 
Lebanon Cemetery.

71 years ago
1951 April 26 – The fol-

lowing notice appears on 
the front page of the LEVY 
COUNTY JOURNAL: 
$500 REWARD for infor-
mation leading to the arrest 
and conviction of any per-
son or persons found setting 
unauthorized fires on lands 
belonging to us. This is a 
standing offer and does not 
expire. Paterson-McInn-
is Lumber Company, Gulf 
Hammock, Florida.
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Newspaper 
Deadlines

Business Display Ads  
4 p.m. Wednesday

Legal Advertising  
9 a.m. Friday

Classified Line Ads  
Noon Friday

News  
Noon Friday

Letters to the Editor  
Noon Friday

Obituary  
Noon Friday

Marriage/Birth  
Noon Friday

Hunting/Fishing  
Noon Friday

North Central Florida Regional Planning Council awards Commissioner John 
Meeks the James H. Montgomery Certificate of Outstanding Attendance

Regional planning council honors Meeks

MEEKS

By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

CEDAR KEY — You 
may have caught one or 
two of them. But have you 
ever swam amongst them?

This is what a number of 
people will be doing Satur-
day in Cedar Key, as they 
participate in The Clam-
bassador’s First Annual 
Cedar Key Shark Swim to 
help raise money for Cedar 

Key School’s playground 
project.

Clambassador Michael 
Presley Bobbitt is the or-
ganizer behind the first 
annual event. He said the 
swim will begin at roughly 
3:30 p.m. and will be tak-
ing place at the corner of 
G Street and First Street on 
the Sand Spit in Cedar Key. 
Those participating will be 
swimming from the main 
island across to Atsena Otie 

Key (also known as Sena 
Otie).

Bobbitt said they will be 
starting the swim, which 
is 0.42 miles long, at “ex-
treme low tide, with a help-

ing incoming tide.” This 
will allow people to wade 
around one-third of the way 
through the trip.

“We should have a help-
ing incoming tide to help 

kind of shoot us across with 
the current,” he said.

A handful of safety pre-
cautions will be in place 

Courtesy of Michael Presley Bobbitt’s Facebook page

The Clambassador’s 
First Annual Cedar 
Key Shark Swim 
set for Saturday

A day of fun and learning

Photo by Nick Anschultz / News Reporter/Editor 

Gilchrist County Scouts Troop and Pack 406 Eagle Scout Kurtis McConnell 
with his mom, Tina, who is the committee chair person for the organization 
and also holds the responsibility of helping with fundraising and recruitment 
of people for the pack, as well.

By NICK ANSCHULTZ
News Reporter/Editor

TRENTON — The Trenton Train 
Depot was the place to be on Sat-
urday, as a number of people made 
their way to the first annual Com-
munity Fun Day sponsored by the 
Gilchrist County Scouts Troop and 
Pack 406.

The event was free to the public, 
and in addition to members of the 
troop being in attendance, a handful 
of businesses from in and around the 
area also took part in the festivities, 
setting up tables and speaking to 
those who visited.

Tina McConnell is the committee 

chair person for the Gilchrist Coun-
ty Scouts Troop and Pack 406 and 
assists with fundraising and recruit-
ment of people to the organization. 
She said one of the reasons she de-
cided to organize the event was to 
help spread the word about the troop.

“I call it a community outreach,” 
she said. “I just wanted to make it fun 
and as free as possible for the com-
munity to try and get us (the troop) 
known out there and all the other or-
ganizations that we have in our com-
munity available for everyone.”

Similar to a number of other 
businesses and organizations, the 
Gilchrist County Scouts Troop and 
Pack 406 has also felt the impacts 
of COVID-19 over the last couple of 
years.

“It decreased our pack participa-
tion,” McConnell said. “We’re just 
trying to let people know that we’re 
still here (and) that they have other 
organizations that are available to 
them.”

At this time, the pack is the only 

Gilchrist County 
Scouts Troop and Pack 
406 held first annual 
Community Fun Day 
on Saturday in Trenton

Photo by Sparkle Rhoades / Inside Sales Representative 

Gilchrist County Cub Scout Pack 406 scouts 
and troops during the first annual Commu-
nity Fun Day in Trenton on Saturday.

See SHARK SWIM, page A8

See FUN DAY, page A10

See MEEKS, page A8

ORDER ONLINE!
www.bubbaquesbbq.com

Chiefland
1306 N. Young Blvd.
Across from McDonalds

352-493-4BBQ

WILLISTON
143 East Noble Ave.

across from Capital City Bank

352-528-4BBQ

TRENTON
115 N.W. 1st St.

behind Capital City Bank

352-463-4BBQ
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Available at participating locations.

$1999
add an extra side fer $2

2 Ribs,
1/4 Chicken,
Pulled Pork,
one side and
Bubba Bread

50034803


